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Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  William  Howe,  £^^. 

IF  the  peculiarities  of  my  fituation  be  confidered,  I  fliall  not 
be  thought  prefumptuous  in  defiring  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee  during  the  trefpafs  I  muft  this  day  commit  upon 
their  patience.  The  repugnance  of  his  Majefty's  miniflers  (in 
thisHoufe  at  leaft)  to  declare  any  opinion  concerning  the  tranf- 
adtions  of  the  American  war  during  my  command,  although 
poffefled  of  all  the  neceffary,  and  only,  documents,  uponwhictt 
a  judgement  could  have  been  formed,  impelled  me  to  move,  that 
my  correfpondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Anaerican 
department,  might  be  laid  before  you.  ;  The  moft  material  parts' 
of  my  condu^Sl,  the  rcafons  upon  which  ladled,  the  plans  wnich 
Ifuggefted  and  executed,  appear  in  that  correfpondence;  and 
therefore  tothofe  who  may  have  connedted  the  whole  in  a  re- 
gular feries  of  dates  and  events,  the  detail  into  which  I  propofe 
to  enter  may  feem  unneceffary.  But  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  that 
the.  papers  have  been  confidered  with  fuch  minute  attention,,  nor 
can  I  prefume  to  fuppofe,  that 'all  the  circumflances  of  the 
American  war  have  been  inVefted  with  the  partial  view  of 
clearing  the  condud  of  the  man  who  commanded  the  army; 
And,  Sir,  it  is  with  that  partial  view  I  now  rife — for  I  mean 
not  to  call  in  queftion  thejuflice,  nor  the  policy  of  that    war 
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I  mean  not  to  call  in  queftion  the  expediency  of  meafures  wfiicH 
have  been  framed,  relaxed,  or  perfevered  in,  by  the  councils  at 
home.  My  objedt,  at  prefent,  is  confined  to  the  explanation  of 
my  own  conduft.  ^ 

Many  are  the  cenfures  that  have  been  paffed  upon  me.  The 
mifreprefentations  and  falfe  arguments  of  my  enemies  have  made 
a  deep  impfefKon  oport  minds  too  pf ohipt  to  decide ;  whilft  an 
ignoranec  of  the  tfue  ft*te  of  fadls  has  left  the  unprejudiced  in 
doubt.  Thofe  who  alone  could  do  me  juftice,  have  been  iilent; 
and  theiefore  to  the  judgement  of  this  committee,  and  to  the 
impartiality  of  my  country  at  hrge,  I  at  laft  refort,  flattering 
myfelf  with  the  hope  of  an  ample  juftification. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  great  variety  of  bufinefs  which  fell  to  my 
lot,  during  fuch  a  wide  and  extenfive  command,  faults  muft 
undoubtedly  be  perceived,  but  none  I  hope  which  can  be 
fufpedted  to  have  arifen  from  want  of  zeal,  or  from  inaftivity^ 
In  all  military  tranfadions,  but  more  particularly  in  thofe  of 
Ainericfe,  wherfe  the  nature  of  the  war,  in  all  its  points,  is  "with- 
out tksitAfle^  the  happieft  commander  tviH  he  be  who  efcapes- 
^ith  the  feweft  blots,      .  -,^_       >        .     ^  .,,. 

The  fadts  to  which  I  principally  wUh  to  turn  the  attention  t£ 
the  committee,  and  which  the  pa^rs  upon  your  table  beat 
\?itne)^to»  are    ., 
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iff.  That  I  did  tr6t  Wfgleift  to  futniSh  the  miniftfer  of  the  Ame- 
ftcan  departmeht  v^th  every  information,  as  ^Vell  as  with  my  ideas. 
Illative  to  thie  condudt  of  the  war  from  time  to  time. 


.m<.-)  ^'fH  '-a 


2</.  That  I  did  not  fail  to  give  my  opinions  refpefting  whait 
appeared  practicable  to  be  done,  with  the  f«ccou«s  required,  or 
eatpcdkd  from  Europe,  and  wkh  the  force  at  difterent  times  oa 
the  fpot. 

,.^3^.  That  my  plans  vctrt  carried  into  execution  with  as  Httle 
deviation,  as,  from  the  nature  of  military  operations,,  could  have 
been  expected.  .        .,  . 
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j^th, '  That  I  never  flattered  the  minifter  with  improper  hopes 
of  feeing  the  war  terminated  in  any  one  campaign,  with  the 
force  at  anyone  time  under  my  command,  , 

I  fhall  now  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  committee  with  a  narra* 
live  of  thofe  material  operations  of  the  war,  which  may  lead  to 
«n  impartial  judgement  upon  my  general  condudt,  which  may 
obviate  mifconceived  opinions  concerning  particular  events,  and 
which,  with  fome  few  remarks  upon  the  feveral  pafTaees  of  the 
correfpondence  as  they  arife^  may  elucidate  the  truth  of  the 
fadts  premifed«      .  ^ 

The  evacuation  of  Bofton  was  the  firft  material  occurrence, 
after  my  appointment  to  the  conunand  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in 
North  America,  i 


■i.i'i, 
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On  the  9th  of  November,  i775»  I  received  the  Secretary  of 
State's  order  dated  the  5th  of  September,  to  abandon  that  town 
hefore  winter,  and  to  move  the  army  to  New- York,  or  to  fome 
other  place  to  the  fouthward ;  my  own  reafons,  indeed,  againfl 
<}pening  the  campaign  from  Boflon,  had  been  in  the  mean  time 
generaly  fet  forth  in  a  letter  to  his  lordfhip  o*  i.isgth  of  0<Stober. 
The  late  arrival  of  the  order,  and  the  deficiency  of  tranfport 
tonnage,  rendered  the  removal  of  the  troops  impra<Sticable  till 
the  17th  of  March  following,  when  I  embarked  with  about  6000 
rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty,  and  about  900  fick. 

^l  has  not  been  infinuated,  that  any  difgrace  was  brought  upon 
^is  Majefty's  arms  by  the  manner  in  which  that  town  was  eva- 
cuated, (tf). 

Myletterofthe  2iftof  March,  1776,  accounts  for  my  carry- 
ing the  army,  with  the  incumbrances  then  belonging  to  it,  to 

B  2  Hallifax, 

(a}  In  the  examination  ofOenepal  Robertfon  (one  of  the  witnefles  called  by 
X>or<l  George  Germain)  an  attempt  was  maxie  to  prove  that  confiderable  quanti- 
ties of  linen  and  woollen  merchandizes,  which  might  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  rebels, 
were  left  at  Boflon,  upon  the  evacuation  of  that  town,  although  it  was  in  my 
power,  to  have  carried  the  whole  away.  But  though  the  General  was  of  opinion 
that  thofe  goods  might  have  been  removed  with  the  army,  it  was  merely  in  the  idea, 
conceived  from  report,  that  they  might  have  been  carried  away,  if  the  holds  of 
the  tranfports  had  been  well  ftowed  ;  for  he  acknowledged  that  we  were  in  great 
w»i)t  of  (hipping,  and  that  we  took  with  us  all  the  veffcls  that  wer«  fit  to  go  tofea, 
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Hallifax,  in  preference  to  any  other  port.  Concluding  that  the 
reafons  Uiei.  nlven  are  fatisfadory,  I  do  not  trouble  the  com- 
mittee with  any  farther  explanation^  except,  ^hat  t  think  the 
,army  by  going  thither,  received  great  benefit,  not  only  from 
neceflary  refremments,  but  from  the  opportunity  of  being  ex^r- 
cifed  in  line,  a  very  material  part  of  difcipline,  in  which  we 
were  dcfedtiye until  that  time.  I  might  alfoadd,  that  the  troops 
performed  very  eflential  ferviceat  Hallifax,.  by  conftruding  re- 
doubts, and  other  ftrong  works,  for  the  defence  of  the  town 
and  dock,  which  could  not  have  been  executed  by  the  garrifon. 

My  letters,  go  on  to  fhow  how  the  army  was  difpofed  of 
previous  to  the  landing  upon  Long-Ifland,  while  waiting  for  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Europe,  and  from  the  expedition 
againft  South  Carolina,  That  intermediate  time,  as  I  do  not 
recollect,  amongft  the  multiplicity  of  anonymous  publications 
againil  me,  any  fault  has  been  imputed,  I  pafs  over,  remarking 
only,  that  from  the  violent  heat  of  the  weather,  little  adtive  fer- 
vice  could  have  been  done,  and  that  fuch  fervice  would  probably 
have  been  attended  with  much  ficknefs  to  the  troops. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  fay,  that  although,  to  fave  the  time  of  the 
committee,  I  may  omit  to  mention  many  tranfadlions  of  the  war, 
I  fhall  be  willing  to  folve  all  doubts  which  the  members  of 
this  committee  may  entertain,  with  refped  to  circumftances  not 
touched  upon,  or  not fufficiehtly  explained. 

I  haftcn  to  the  aftion  at  Bedford  on  Long-Iffand,  the  27th  of 
Auguft,  1776,  where  a  paragraph  in  my  public  letter  of  the  3d 
of  September  has  been  quoted  againft  me  as  a  violent  charge*. 
The  paragraph  is  as  follows.  •*  Had  the  troops  been  per- 
"  mitted  to  go  on,  it  is  my  opinion  they  would  have  carried  the 
"  redoubts,    but  it  was  appareat    the   lines    muft   have  been 

ours  at  a  cheap  rate,  by  regular  approaches,  I  would  not  rifk 
*  the  lofs  that  might  have  been   fuftained  in  the   affault,  and 

ordered  them  back  to  a  hollow  way  in  the  front  of  the  works, 

out  of  the  reach  of  mufquetry." 

This  paragraph,  I  am  free  to  own,  I  added  to  give  here  the 

fame  impreffion  that  I  felt  of  the  ardour  of  the  troops  upon  that 

occafion.    But  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  from  whence  it  has  been 
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fuppofcd,  that  carrying  the  lines  would  have  been  followed  by 
the  defeat  of  the  rebel  army.  The  fafts  are  thefe : — The  rebels 
had  a  body  of  men  ported  in  front  of  the  lines,  to  guard  againft 
an  attack  from  Flat-Burti,  and  from  the  lower  road  upon  their 
right.  Thofe  troops  were  defeated  with  confideiable  lofs. 
The  remainder  of  the  corps  was  ported  behind  the  lines,  the 
main  army  being  then  on  York-Iflandj  fo  that  admitting  the 
works  to  have  been  forced  on  the  day  of  adtion,  the  only 
advantage  we  (hould  have  gained  would  have  been  the  de-t 
ftrudtion  of  a  few  more  men,  for  the  retreat  of  the  greateft 
part  would  have  been  fecured  by  the  works  conftru(5led  upon 
the  heights  of  Brooklyn,  oppoilte  to  New-York,  and  their 
embarkation  covered  by  a  number  of  floating  batteries.     ■  *    j  .  i 

On  the  other  hand,  the  moft  eflential  duty  I  had  to  obferve 
was,  not  wantonly  to  commit  his  majefty's  troops,  where  the 
objed  was  inadequate.  I  knew  well  that  any  confiderable  loft 
fuilained  by  the  army  could  not  fpeedily,  nor  eafily,  be  repaired. 
I  alfo  knqj^j;^t  one  great  point  towards  gaining  the  confidence 
of  an  army  (and  a  general  without  it  is  upon  the  moft  dangerous 
ground)  is  never  to  expofe  the  troops,  where,  as  I  faid  before 
the  obJeA  is  inadequate.  In  this  iaftance,  from  the  certainty  of 
being  in  pofTeflion  of  the  lines  in  a  very  few  days,  by  breaking 
ground,  to  have  permitted  the  attack  in  quertion,  would  have 
been  inconfiderate,  and  even  criminal.  The  lofs  of  looo,  or 
perhaps  1500  Britifh  troops,  in  carrying  thofe  lines,  would  have 
been  but  ill  repaid  by  double  that  number  of  the  enemy,  could 
it  have  been  fuppoled  they  would  have  fuffcred  in  that  pro- 
portion.: '--iin^n 

The  necefTary  preparations,  and  erecting  batteries,  to  facilitate 
the  landing  upon  the  ifland  of  New-York  and  battering  the 
enemy's  works  at  IIorens-Hook,  occupied  us  till  the  1 5th  of 
September,  when  the  pofTeflion  of  New- York  was  efFeded,  as 
appears  in  my  letter  of  the  2 ift  of  September,  1776. 

From  that  time  to  the  1 2th  of  October  we  were  employed  in 
fortifying  the  heights  from  Macgowan's-Pafs  to  North  River» 
about  two  miles  from  the  enemy's  moft  advanced  intrenchments, 
and  in  getting  poflefllon  of  Paulus-Hook.  Some  time  was  alfo 
neceflarily  employed   in  enquiries   refpefting    the   face  of  the 

.     country 


t  1 


[    6    ] 

country  to  be  pofTcfled,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  enemy  fliould 
remove  from  King's-Bridgc.  There  was  a  neceflity  of  intrench- 
ing upon  the  height  I  have  mentioned,  in  order  to  cover  New- 
York  in  the  abfence  of  the  main  army.  My  publick  letters  of 
the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  of  September  point  out  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars. 

With  reeard  to  the  knowledge  of  the  country,  fo  neceflary  to 
be  obtained  previous  to  the  movement  from  New- York,  I  beg 
leave  to  mention  the  difficulties  we  laboured  under  in  that  refpeS 
throughout  the  war.  The  country  is  fo  covered  with  wood, 
fwsmps,  and  creeks,  that  it  is  not  open  in  the  leafl  degree  to 
be  known,  but  from  pod  to  poll,  or  from  accounts  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  inhabitants  entirely  ignorant  of  military  defcrip- 
tion.  Thefe  circumftances  were  tnerefore  the  caufe  of  fome  un- 
avoidable delay  in  our  movements. 

I  muft  here  add,  that  I  found  the  Americans  not  Co  well  dif- 
pofed  to  join  us,  and  to  ferve  us,  as  I  had  been  taught  to  expedt ; 
that  I  thought  our  farther  progrefs  for  the  prefent,  precarious, 
and  that  I  faw  no  profpedl  of  finifhing  the  war  that  campaign. 
Thefe  fentiments  I  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
the  letters  laft  mentioned.       ♦  •     -      •  •    •   .  •  ^     *  -        ,,.  ^:     •  • 

From  the  12th  of  Oftober,  the  day  the  army  landed  on  Frogs*- 
Neck,  to  the  21  ft  of  the  fame  month,  we  were  employed  in 
getting  up  (lores  and  provifions,  in  bringing  over  the  dragoons, 
the  fecond  divifion  of  HeiHans^  the  carriages  and  horfes  for 
tranTporting  proviiions,  artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage* 
Four  or  five  days  had  been  unavoidably  taken  up  in  landing  at 
Frog's-Neck,  inflead  of  going  at  once  to  Pell's  Point,  which 
would  have  been  an  impiudent  meafure,  as  it  could  not  have 
been  executed  without  much  unneceffary  rifle. 

On  the  28th  of  0<ftober  the  engagement  at  the  White- Plains 
took  place.  But  it  has  been  aflerted,  that,  by  my  not  attacking 
the  lines  on  the  day  of  adtion,  I  loft  an  opportunity  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  rebel  army ;  and  it  has  been  alfo  faid,  that  I  might  have 
cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by  the  Croton-Bridge,  Sir,  an  aflault 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  which  was  oppofed  to  the  HeHlan  troops 
was  intended.    The  committee  muft  give  me  credit  when  I  aflure 
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them,  that  I  have  political  rearons,  and  ito  other,  for  declining 
to  explain  why  that  afTault  was  not  made.     Upon  a  minute  en- 

2uiry  thofe  reafons  mi^ht,  if  neceifary,  be  brought  out  in  evi- 
ence  at  the  bar.  If,  however,  the  aiTauIt  had  been  made,  and 
the  lines  carried,  the  enemy  would  have  got  off  without  much 
lofs,  and  no  way  had  we,  that  I  could  ever  learn,  of  cutting  ofF 
their  retreat  by  the  Croton  Bridge.  I  cannot  conceive  the 
foundation  of  fuch  an  idea.  By  Arcing  the  lines  we  (hould  un* 
doubtedly  have  gained  a  more  brilliant  advantage,  Tome  b-^ggage, 
and  fome  provifions  j  but  we  had  no  reafon  to  fuppoTe  that  the 
rebel  army  could  have  been  deftroyed.  The  eround  in  their  rear 
was  fuch  as  they  could  wi(h,  for  fccuring  their  retreat,  which 
indeed  feemed  to  be  their  principal  objedt.  And,  Sir,  I  do  not 
heHtate  to  confefs,  that  if  I  could  by  any  manoeuvre  remove  an 
enemy  from  a  very  advantageous  pofition,  without  hazarding  the 
confequences  of  an  attack,  where  the  point  to  be  carried  was  not 
ade4uate  to  the  lofs  of  men  to  be  expedted  from  the  enterprife, 
I  fhould  certainly  adopt  that  cautionary  conduct,  in  the  hopes 
of  meeting  my  adverfary  upon  more  equal  terms^ 

But  to  proceed  in  my  narrative. — My  publick  letter  of  the 
30th  of  November  relates  the  further  proceedings  of  the  arm} , 
tantil  Lord  Cornwallis  arrived  at  Brunfwick  in  the  Jerfeys,  ia 
which  is  included  the  taking  of  Fort-Wafliington,  afterwards 
called  Fort  Knyphaufen.  I  need  not  tiouble  the  committee  with 
other  particulars  in  that  period :  But  I  muft  fay  I  fhould  have 
been  highly  blameable,  had  I  ordered  the  noble  lord  to  have  fol- 
lowed the  enemy  beyond  Brunfwickj  when  the  whole  of  his 
corps  had  not  joined  him. 

I  refer  to  my  publick  letter  of  the  20th  of  December  for  an* 
account  of  the  progrefs  of  that  corps  until  the  14th  of  that 
month,  when  they  went  into  cantonments,  which  I  was  hopeful 
rfiey  might  have  maintained.  My  firft  intentions  wer«  to  have 
made  Brunfwick  the  left,  and  Elifabeth-Town,  or  Newark» 
the  right  of  thofe  cantonments  ;  and  my  reafon  for  extending  ta 
Trenton  was,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  the  inhabitants  came 
in  with  their  arms,  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation  of  the  com- 
miflloners  on  the  30th  of  November.  I  took  upon  me  to  riik. 
thatpoft  under  the  command  of  a  brave  officer,  with  the  fupport 
,■  '^/i-..j.i  of 
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of  Colonel  bonop  at  Bordentown,  five  miles  diftant,  with  a  very 
ilrong  corps.  The  two  pofts  were  occupied  by  nine  battalions, 
the  Helfian  cavalry,  and  a  party  of  the  i6th  regiment  of  light 
dragoons,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  3000  men, 
with  fixteen  field  pieces.  The  light  infantry  of  the  army,  a 
brigade  of  infantry,  and  fome  dragoons,  were  ported  at  Prince- 
town,  in  the  chain  of  cantonments,  twelve  miles  from  Trenton. 

But  it  has  been  objefted  to  me  that  I  ought  not  to  have  intruded 
the  important  poft  of  Trenton  to  the  Heffian  troops.  My  anfwer 
to  this,  if  clearly  underftood,  will  I  think  be  fatisfadtory. 
Military  men  will  certainly  underftand  it.  The  left.  Sir,  was 
the  poft  of  the  Heffians  in  the  line,  and  had  I  changed  it  upon 
this  occafion  it  muft  have  been  confidered  as  a  difgrace,  fince  the 
fame  fituation  held  in  the  cantonments  as  in  the  camp.  And  it 
probably  would  have  created  jealoufies  between  the  Hefiian  and 
Britifh  troops,  which  it  was  my  duty  carefully  to  prevent.       .,  ;  ,; 

'"'Colonel  Donop,  who  commanded  the  two  pofts,  was  perfedly 
fatisfied  with  his  fituation,  and  fo  was  Colonel  Rhall.  They 
both  had  timely  information  of  the  intended  attack  :  The  num- 
bers of  the  enemy,  I  was  credibly  informed,  did  not  exceed 
3000,  and  if  Colonel  Khali  had  obeyed  the  orders  T  fent  to  him 
Jtor  the  erecting  of  redoubts,  I  am  confident  his  jgcft  woul4_not 
Jiave  been  taken.  v^- ^-va-v^  :K^^^r>  ,-       ,   .■   ^'}.iW^f-iu '''.-. 


'*  I  would  afk  thofe  who  objed  to  this  part  of  the  diftribution, 
where  could  the  Heffian  troops  have  been  better  employed  than 
in  the  defence  of  a  poft  ?  In  the  laft  war  they  were  efteemed  not 
unequal  to  any  troops  in  Prince  Ferdinand's  army,  and  I  fti6uld 
do  them  muchinjufticewerel  not. to  fay  they  were, in  very  high 
order  in  America.  Two  of  thefe  very  battalions  had  ferved  in 
Germany  with  great  credit,  and  the  whole  brigade  under  Colonel 
Khall's  command  had  given  a  recent  proof  of  their  bravery  at 
the  attack  of  Fort  Knyphaufcn.    ,.«,    vj  ^f.  ;  •^^'^4,^,^^ 


■  \ii  The  poffeffion  of  Trenton  was  extremely  defireablej  could  wc 

■  havepreferyed  it  we  fhould  have  covered   the  greateft  part  of  the 
country  to  the  eaftward  of  Prince-town,  including  the  -whole 
county  of  Monmouth,  where  I  had   reafon  to  think  there  were 
many  loyal  inhabitants.     We  fhould  alfo  have  been  fo  near  Phi- 
ladelphia 
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ladclphia  that  we  might  poffibly  have  taken  pofleflion  of  it  m^ 
the  courfe  of  the  winter ;  though  I  confefs  I  had  feveral  reafons 
for  doubting  the  expediency  of  that  meafure  at  that  time. 

My  principal  objedin  fo  great  an  exteniion  of  the  cantonments 
was  to  afford  protei^ion  to  the  inhabitants,  that  they  might  expe- 
rience  the  difference  between  his  majefty's  government,  and  that 
to  which  they  were  fubjedl  from  the  rebel  leaders.  For,  Sir, 
although  fome  perfons  condemn  me  for  having  endeavoured  to 
conciliate  his  majefty's  rebellious  fubjedls,  by  taking  every  means 
to  prevent  the  deftrudtion  of  the  country,  inftead  of  irritating  them 
by  a  contrary  mode  of  proceeding,  yet  am  I,  from  many  reafons, 
fatisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  I  a£ted  in  %hat  particular  for  the 
benefit  of  the  king's  fervice.  Minifters  themfelves,  I  am  per- 
iuaded,  did  at  one  time  entertain  a  fimilar  dodtrine,  and  from  a 
circumftance  not  now  neceffary  to  dwell  upon,  it  is  certain  that  I 
ihould  have  had  little  reafon  to  hope  for  fupport  from  them,  if  I 
had  been  difpofed  to  adts  of  great  feverity.  Had  it  been  afterwards 
judged  good  policy  to  turn  the  plan  of  the  war  into  an  indifcrimi- 
flate  devaftation  of  that  country,  and  had  I  been  thought  the 
proper  inftrument  for  executing  fuch  a  plau;,  minifters,  I  prefume, 
would  have  openly  ftood  forth,  and  fent  clear,  explicit,  orders. 
Ambiguous  meffages,  hints,  whifpers  acrofs  the  Atlantick,  to 
be  avowed  or  difavowed  at  pleafure,  would  have  been 'paltry 
iafeguards  for  the  lionour  and  condudiof  a  commander  in  chief. 

I  now  return  to  my  narrative. — Previous  to  the  lofs  of  Trenton 
I  had  detached  Genlbral  Clinton  with  6000  men  to  take  poffeftion 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  thefuccefs  of  which  expedition  is  mentioned  in 
4ny  public  letter  of  the  20th  of  December  1776.  This  was 
one  material  point  in  the  general  plan  of  operations.  And  here 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  my 
Separate  letter  of  the  30th  of  November,  1776,  wherein  is  fet 
forth  my  firft  plan  for  the  next  campaign,  with  the  force  rcquifite, 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  fini/h  the  war  in  one  year.  My  propo- 
fitions  were,  that  we  fhould  have  10,000  men  to  ad:  on  the  fide 
■of  Rhode-Iiland,  and  penetrate  eaft ward  into  the  country  towards 
fiofton,  leaving  j»ooo  for  the  defence  of  Rhode-Iflapd,  10,000  in 
the  province  of  New- York,  to  move  up  the  North  River  to 
Albany,  5000  for  the  defence  of  York-Ifland  and  its  De- 
'"  .   •  ,  ■'.  'M-  pendencies 
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pendencies,  8000  to  cover  Jerfey,  and  to  keep  General- Wa{l>- 
ington's  army  in  check,  by  giving  a  jealoufy  to  Philadelphia, 
which  as  well  as  Virginia  I  propoled  to  attack  in  autumn, 
provided  the  fuccefs  pf  other  operations  fhould  have  admitted  of 
lending  thither  anr  adequate  force.  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
I  propofed  as  objects  for  winter.  But  to  carry  this  plan  into 
execution  I  informed  his  Lordfliip,  that  ten  Ihips  of  the  line, 
,  and  a  re-inforcement  of  15,000  rank  and  file:  would  be  abfolutely 
neceflary,  belides  an  additional  battalion  of  artillery.  According 
to  this  calculation  the  army  under  my  command  would  probably 
have  confifted  of  35,000  eiFedtive  men,  to  oppofe  50,000  voted  by 
the'Congrefs  for  the  next  campaign,  exclufive  of  the  large  bodies 
of  militia,  who  were  to  be  coUedied  on  the  (horteft  notice.  I 
mentioned  at  the  fame  time  the  fpirit  infufed  into  the  people  by 
their  leaders  from  the  ftrongeft  afTiirances  of  procuring  the  affifl- 
ance  of  foreign  powers,  and  that  it  was  faid  Doctor  Franklin 
was  gone  to  France  to  foUicit  the  aid  of  that  court, 

5  This  letter  of  the  30th  of  November  was  received  b^y'^^theS'e- 
cretary  of  State  on  the  30th  of  December.  On  the  9th  of  March, 
1777,  I  received  his  lordfliip's  anfwer,  dated  the  1 4th  of  Janufary. 
This  anfwer  it  is  to  be  obferved  was  by  no  means  decifive. 
The  determination  upon  my  plan  was  poftponed  until  the  arrival 
of  my- next  letter,  when  Major  Balfour  (one  of  my  aids  decamp, 
and  then  in  England)  was  to  be'  immediately  difpatched.  My 
requifition,  ashasbeenjuft  ftated,  was  for  15,000  rank  and  file^ 
in  order  to  complete  the  army  to  35,000  effedtive  men.  The 
noble  lord,  in  the  letter  I  am  now  quoting,  *  hopes  that  hefhall 
be  able  to  augment  the  army  under  my  command  to  near  3  5,000, 
although  he  propofes  fending  me  only  7^800.  This  mifconceived 
calculation  can  no  otherwife  be  accounted  for,  as  I  apprehend, 
than  by  his  lordfliip's  computing  the  fick,  and  the  prifon^rs  with 
the  rebels,  as  a  part  of  the  real,  effective  ftrcngth  of  the  army; 
and  yet  I  cannot  feehowfuch  a  miftake  could  havearifen,  as  my 
requifition  was  fpecific,  for  15,000  men,  rank  and  file.  His 
lordfhip  further  declares,  that  it  is  beyond  his  power  to 
furnifh  me  with  the  additional  battalion  of  artillery.  If  any 
thing  could  be  an  alleviation  of  my  difappointment  in  thefe 
refpeds,  it  was  the  affurance  which  accompanied  it,  that — 
"  whatever  degree  of  fupport  the  rebels   had  been  taught  to 


[  ««  ] 

♦*  expeA  from  foreign  powers,  his  lordlKip  had  great  ireafon  to 
**  believe  that  Dodlor  Franklin  would  not  be  able  to  procure 
<*  them  any  open  affiftance."    <^  .-iios?5=/  -ni'  ic  Trfrbii^Yfiyf  ^^  j!    a 

During  the  doutts  I  entertained,  whether  the  large  re-inforcc-, 
ment  I  had  requefted  would  arrive  in  time  for  the  execution  of, 
the  extenfive  plan  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1776,  I  had  information,  which  I  thought  might  be 
depended  on,  that  the  reduction  of  Pcnnfylvania  was  practicable, 
even  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  whole  of  my  ftrength,  fit  for 
duty  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  might  not  exceed  19,000 
men.  I  therefore  fuggefted,  in  my  feparate  letter  of  the  ^oth 
of  December,  iyy6,  a  fecond  plan,  which  was  for  ading  next 
campaign  in  Pennfylvania,  and  which,  when  I  was  told  I  muft 
expcd  a  re-inforcement  of  only  7,800  men,  little  more  than  half 
my  requifition,  I  concluded  was  to  be  adopted, 

I  remarked  that  by  this  plan  the  march  towards  Bofton,  which 
1  had  before  propofed,  muft  be  deferred  until  the  required  re- 
.  inforcements  fhould  arrive  from  Europe ;  but  as  thefe  operations, 
perhaps  of  the  laft  importance  to  the  nation,  might  depend  upon 
the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  I  follicited  his  lordfliip  to  point 
out  any  general  plans  that  might  be  thought  moft  advifeable,  as 
well  with  refpe£t  to  the  prefent  ftrength  of  the  army,  as  in  the 
*v.ent  of  re-inforcemeats,  remarking  to  me  the  periods  of  time 
in  which  I  might  exped  the  arrival  of  troops.  This  letter 
having  beenrecieved  in  England  on  the  23d  of  February,  1777, 
which  was  long  before  General  Burgoyne'.s  departure,  the  minifter 
had  full  opportunity  of  communicating  the  contents  to  that 
general,  and  of.  making  fuch  changes  as  he  might  judge  expedient 
to  cb-incide  withthe  northern  operations. 

'  Ppefuming  that  k  was  my  duty  to  omit  no  opportunity  of 
communicating,  though  it  might  be  deemed  repeating,  my  ideas 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  my  private  letter  of  the  20th  of 
January,  1777,  was  alfo  full  and  explicit.  I  there  afTure  him, 
that  there  muft  be  another  campaign,  for  I  found  that  upon  the 
good  news  from  Quebec,  in  1776,  he  had  hoped,  that  a  profpedl 
was  open  for  ending  the  war  in  one  campaign.  IprefTedfor 
more  troops — I  told  "him  that  a  re-inforcemcnt  of  26,000  men 
was  requiiite,  but  that  15,000  would  give  us  a  fuperiority, 
'  .  C  2  pointing 
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pointing  out  Philadelphia,  for  :  the  reafons  before  mehtzoned,  air 
the  principal  objed^j  lobferved,  that  an  augmentation  of  20,000 
men  would  admit  of  my  detaching  a  corps  thither  by  iea,  whilft 
the  main  body  might  penetrate  by  the  way  of  Jcrfey.  On  the 
other  hand  I  obferved,  that  if  the  re-inforcements  were  fmall  the 
operations  would  be  of  courfe  curtailed.  This  letter  alfo  arrived 
in  England  prior  to  General  Burgoyne's  departure,  fioth  ktters 
are  anlwered  the  3d  of  March,  1777,  and  brought  by  Major 
Balfour,  who  arrived  at  New- York  on  the  8th  of  May. 

I  had  now  the   Secretary  of  State's  entire  approbation  of  my/ 
fecond  plan,  the  expedition  to  Pennfylvania;  my  reafons  for  de-r 
viating  from  my  former  plan  being,  as  his  lordHiip  is  pleafed  tO' 
exprefs  himfelf,  folid  and  decifive.     He  laments,  however,  that 
infl^ad  of  augmenting  the  army  to  35,000,  which  I  had  requeued, 
and  which  I  .had   fome  reafon  to  hope  for,  inftead  of  even  re* 
inforcing  me  with  7,800  he  could  only  allow  me  to  e3?peft  2,900 
that  is  to  fay  not  a  fifth  part  of  the  number  I  had  required.     It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  his  lord(hip  at  the  fame  time^  notwithftand- 
ing  fo  great  a  reduction  of  the  re-inforcements  requifite  for  the* 
operations  determined  upon  and  approved  of,  recommends  a  warm. 
diverfi6n  to  be  made  on  the  coafts  of  MafTachufet's-Bay  and  New 
Hampfhire,  as  far  as  the  main  plan  will  permit.    The  admiral^ 
and  I   however,  agreeably   to  his  Lordfliip's   commands,   con- 
fulted  upon  the  expediency  of  the   diverfion,  and  inf  my  letter 
of  the  third  of  June,  1777,  I  informed  the  Secretary  of  State,, 
that  we  found  it  not  to  be   pra(fticable  without  interfering  ma- 
terially with  thofe  more  important  operations  of  the  campaign 
which  had  becn-approved  of  by  himfelf,  and   which  were  ai- 
4'eady    too    much   curtailed^^ironi  a  want   of  a   land  force.^^— 
The    army  fit    for  actual    duty    at    this     time,   exclufive     of 
about  2000  provincials,  was  14,000   ihort  of  the  number  I  had 
expedted. 

But  to  refuiiie  the  chain  of  my  correfpondcnce.  Finding  by 
the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  of  the  14th  of  Jan.  1777,  received 
on  the  9th  of  March  following,  that  the  re-iiiforcements  were 
not  to  be  expedted,  I  totally  relinquiflied,  in  my  fecret  letter  of 
the  2d  of  April,  the  idea  of  any  offenfive  operation,  except  that 
to  the  Southward,  and  a  diverfion  occafionally  upon  Hudfon's- 
.         1  Rivqr, 
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Rivei:.    I  iaformed  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  plan  formerly  propofed  could  no  longer  be  thought  ofi. 
that  the  Jerfeys  muft  be  abandoned^,  and  Pennfylvania  be  invaded 
only  by  iea ;    that  in  the  former  campaign  thy  force  wa9  equal 
to  the  operat;on«»  but  that  in  the  enfuing  on^,  from  the  feveral^ 
poft&  ne^d^ary  t<>  be-  preferved»  the  offenfiye  army  would  be  too* 
vieak  for  r$ipid,^ccefs;  ,and  that  ren:ri(5):ed  as  I  was  from  entering, 
upon  more  extenfiye  operations  by  the  want  of  force«  my  hopes- 
of  terminating  the:  ^ar  that  year  were  vaniflied  i  that  not with- 
ftanding  the  whole  rebel  .army>  50,000  men,  voted  in  autumn,, 
might  not  he-  m&d,  the  enemy  would , \iwp  a  numerou s  militia^ 
in  the  iield,,riii  addition  to  their  ftanding  for^e*  and  a  good  train 
of  artillem     I  at  die  fame  time  tranfmitted  my  diArihution  of 
the  army  for^^e  campaign,,  by  which  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that> 
my  real  effeAive  force,  exclufive  of  300a  provincials  amounted^ 

oniyti»  x8,ioo  (^).  :  i  ■ 

-•  .  '1, 

The  noble  Lord's  anfwer  to  this  letter,  dated  the  iBth  of  May,, 

1777,  contains  a  repeated  approbation  of  the  expedition  to 
Pennfylvania ;.  but  it  i&  remarkable  in  other  refpeds — He  dates 
his  inability  to  furniih  me  with  the- fiibplies  requeued,  and  is- 
concerned  to  find  that  I  do  not  imagine  nly  force  to  be  as  fuitable 
to  the  operations  of  the  enfuing  qampaign,,  as  I  had.  confeffed  it- 
was  to  thofe  of  the  lafl».  Thefe  expreilions.  Sir,  require  obfer~ 
vation — They  feem  eager  to  catch  me  in  the  confeilion  that  my 
^Drce  was  fuitable  to  the  operations  of  the- laft. Campaign,  and 
would  from  thence  imply, /that  my  force  was  equally  fuitable 
to  the  operation8> of  any  other  campaign..  Now,  Sir,  even  if  I 
had  not  explained  my  idea  upon  the  point  (which  however  I 
clearly  did)  I.  think  it  might  have  been  obvious  to  any  man  lefs 
acquainted  than  his  lordihip  with  military  reafoning,  that  the 
force,  which  had  been  fufficjent  to  take  poffeflion  of  New- York, 
and  other  flrong  holds  of  the  enemy,»could  not,  after  the  ndceflary 
divifions  for  preferving  the  variety  of  ports  we  had  gained,  be 
equally  fuitable  to  the  making  of  new  conquefts.  For  is  it  not 
felf-evidentj  that  the  power  of  an  army  muft  diminish  in  pro- 
portion to  the  decreafe  of  their  numbers  ?  And  muft  not  their 
numbers  for.  the  field,  necef&rily  decreafe,  in   proportion  to  the 
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towfls^f  Mb>  bP  •Wtsr  wKIcli'^^eit^^^^  obliged  i to  ^fe-"^- 

ferve?    Buthw  Lordfliip^^rbii^eeds  W  fay,   that  his  ccfhcern  (on^ 
account  ofi  AisTrhagihatiori  of  mine)'  is  in  a  great  degree  alle- - 
viated   by   the    int^lligffriQe   which  hh   daily    receiyis/  of    the  ^ 
rebels  finding  the  <ith\6ft  difficulty  in  raiiing  an  arttty'ito  facc- 
his  ni^erty's  troo|ys-^Ffom;^he  fupppfed  wdakhefs  of .  the  «nerhy,  i 
and  the  good- inclihitfdn  of  tlie  inhabitknt3,    he  hias  livery  reaibn* 
to  expedt  that  my  fuccefs  tn  Penntylvania  wilDjnablc  me  to  raife 
amongft  theni   fach  a  forfce,  as  may.be  fufficient  for,  the  interior  * 
defence  of'^^ie  provi^cc^-^He  declinfts  a  particuflar  toniideratibn  v 
of  the  advantages  wbith^yay' be  6xpea:td  from  a'  Aicdefsful  exe-^ 
cution  of  my  prefent  plaii>  but  ife  jiteftfetf  to  infoirm  me  (in  con-  ^ 
tradidtion  to  my  repeated  'f eprefdi^tatibns  ahd'  affcrtions)  that  he ' 
is  infpired  with  no  fmall  degree  of  hope,  that  this  campaign  will? 
put  an  end  to  the  unhappy  corvteft.     Thus,  Sir,  all  my  poiitive 
aflurances,  arifing  from  a  declared  want  of  force,'  and  from   z^ 
plain  ftate  of  fa<^s,-  ii^M  here  aniwere^  .with  the  fingle-  argument 
of  his  own ''delufi,ve   nopesV '  |b w^^     up6;i  a   fuppofition  of    the_ 
enemy's  weakhefs :   .To  what  a  dilemma  is  a  commander  reduced, 
when,    after  having  repealTy  complained  of  his   deficiency   of 
ftrength,  the  minifter,  from  ^  inforination  colle<5ted  ]iere  at  home,' 
X)r  from  hopes  fugg'efied  by  fears',"  oppbres  his   owii   conje^qre^ 
(I  cannot  call  it  judgement)  and  tjells  him,  that  decifiyie  fupcef?^ 
is  ftill  expeded  from  hini  ?  if  tHe  po.w.ers  of  tnis^  country,   or 
the  extent  of  his  Lordlhip's  '  influence,  could  hot  have  raifed  the 
force  required,  that  anfwer  would  have  been  fatisfacSory    to  me 
and  no  refledion   upon  himfelf.     That  anfwer  would  ,haye.  ^  re- 
lieved my  mind  from  an  apprehehfiph  I  began  to  entertaii|,    that 
my  opinions  were  no  longer  of  weight ;   and  that  pt  cbiirfe  the 
Confidence  fo  necefifary  to  the  fupport,.iatisfa^ion,\atid  indeed, 
fecurity,    of  every  man   in  a   relponfible  fit^iation,  was   with- 
drawn.    If  the  noble  Lord  had  thought  that  my  requifitioh  for 
more  troops  was  unneceffary,  and  that  the  force  he  had   adready 
furniflied  was  adequate,  why  did  he  not  take  the  manly  part  of 
appointing  fome  other   perfon  to  fulfil  thoie  fanguine  expefta- 
tions,  which  from  duty  and  convidtion  J  had  laboiircd  ta  diJt 
countenance?  '     'f  '  ^t_ 

-In  order  to  preferve,  as  well  as  I  can,  the  hiftorical  chro- 
nology, amidft  fuch  numerous  events  and  quotations,  I  tnuft  in 
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jhis^place  cemini  the  qommittee,  tji^f  in  my  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary oif  State  of  t(ie  2d  9f  ^AprU(  yj{jnt\  I  endofcd  a  copy  of  a 
confidential  letter  which  \  wrote  on  the  5th  of  the  fame  month 
fpohtaneoufly  to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  j  I  fay  fpontaneoufly,  becaufe 
I  had  not  at  that  time  received  &ny'Of&Cial'  information,  concern- 
ing the  plan  of  the  northern  expedition  yirhich  I  conceived  was 
to  take  place  that  year.  It  nuy  be  recolledled,  -  that  the  fubftanclEf 
of  diift  letter  was,  that  I  fhouVd  probftbly  be  in  Pennfylvania 
at  the  time  when  the  northern  army  would*  be  ready  to  enter 
the  province  of  New-York ;  that  little  afHflance  was  to  ber 
expeded  from  me  to  facilitate  thei-  approach,  as  a  want  of 
futHcient  ftrength.  id  my  own  arm^y  would  probably  not  admit 
of  my  detaching  a  corps;  to-  a<^  upiHudfbn's  River  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  campaign.!    .--.   uj   i.,-  r  '    1    1 

On  the  5th  of  June  I  received  a  copy   of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  dated  the  26th  of  Majrch  iTJT%^ 
wherein  he  communicates  to  hin^  the  plan  of  the  northern  expe- 
dition, and  adds,    "that  he  will  write  to  Sir  William  Hoiwe  by. 
«'  the  farlt  packet.,. ,;^.•,^^.^^/ !,:.:-.;,;>  ,^..:',r--.,^:„^^^  ^;^  j.mjo:, 

I  muftobfervc,  that  this'  copy  oif  a  letter  to'Sir  Guy  Carletonfi' 
though  tranfmitted  to  me>  was  net  -accompanied  witb  any  iri*- 
ftrudlions  whatfoevQr;  and  that  the  letter  intended  to  have 
been  written  to  me  by  the  firft- i  packet,  and  which  wai'  pro- 
bably to  have  ^contained  Tome  inf^r|U^ions„.  was  never  fent. ,  ^.^^ 

I  come  now  to  the  fummir  of '  17^^  paffing  over  the  the  expedi-- 
tions in  March  ami  April  to  Peek^-Kill  and  Danbury.  /.':,'.' 


et 
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The  pfogrefs  of  our  army  i^  J^r^j  ^^l^g  al(o.  fully  mentioned^ 
in  my  letters  upon  the  table,  I  likewife  pafs-over,  the  yariouis  oc- 
currences there,  previous  to  the  embarkation  at  Staten-Ifland. 
But  as  1  have  been  blamed  for  nbt  'marching,,  before'  I-  left 
Jerfey,  to  attack  General  Walhingtohi  ported  at  Middlebrook, 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  trouble  tiie  committee  with  a  few-  words  upon 

that    point*^     '  ^iuiifea    m^^**-    fl-^uilli^tsOi*    ^     iit^Crt    c  (yilj|^  t^i.ji 

,  To  have  attacked  General  Wafliington  in  that  ftrong  poA  I 
muft  neceflarily  have  made  a  confiderable  circuit  of  the  country  j 
and  having  no  profpeft  of  forcing"  him,    I   did  not  think  it 

..     .   ;'    '  4,,,  4  ^,     adviieable. 
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adviPsable  tbloibTo  much  iitRbas-niuft  hate  be^n  employed  opo^ 
^at  march,  during  theiiitdnfeheat  ofthe  Ifeafon.  '-  ''r,A    ' 

Exclufive  of  this  confide^tton,  oar  return  muft  have  been 
through  a  very  difficult  and  exhaufted  country,  where  there  was 
nopombility  of  Jceeping  up  the  communication  with  Brunfwick, 
from  whence  alone  we  could  draw  our  provifions ;  and  the  force 
with  me  at  th^t  time, -amounting  only  to  about  .xi,ooo  men 
it  would  not .  admit  of  fufficient  detachments  to  preferve  the 
communication.  The  movement  which  I  did  make  in  two  co- 
lumns was  with  a  view  of  drawing  on  an  adUon,  if  the  enemy 
Ihould  have  defcended  from  his  poft,  and  been  tempted  towards 
the  Delaware,  in  order  to  jdefend  the  paflage  of  the  river,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  I  intended  to  crofs  it.  But  as  the  pofition  of 
my  firft  column  at  Hillfborough  muft  have  induced  that  idea, 
and  yet  had  jiot  the  deiired  tifedt,  I  determined  to  return  to 
Brunfwick,  and  to  follow  the  plan  which  had  been  approved  by 
the  miniiler.  Thefe  reafbns,  together  with  thofe  amgned  in 
my  letter  of  the  5th  of  July,  1777,  will  I  hope  fufficiently  ac- 
count for  my  not  attacking  General  Washington  upon  that  occa- 
iion.  I  mull  alfo  obferve,  that  even  fo  long  before  as  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  of  April,  I  declared  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
undertake  any  offenfive  operation  in  the  Jerfeys,  unlefs  fome  very 
advantageous  opportunity  (hould offer.      w»t*ia  v;i -****! i;*wh«*,. 

But'  it  has  heen  alked,  why  I  did  not  crofs  the  Delaware, 
and  proceed  by  land  to  Philadelphia?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that, 
from  a  want  of  fufficient  means  to  pafs  fo  large  a  river,  I  judged 
the  difficulties  and  the  rifk  too  great,  more  efpecially  as  the 
enemy  had  a  corps  ready  for  t]ie  de|ence  of  it,  exclufive  of  their, 
main  army  in  my  rear.    1  ■>i':w'^^:i  i  .^  ^    * 

i  have  alre<idy  (hown,  that  finding  the  promifed  re-infbrcc- 
inents  were  not  to  be  expc<aed,  I  informed  the  Secretary  of  State 
tjliat  the  plan  firft  propofed  could  no  longer  be  thoiaght  of;  that 
the  Jerfeys  muft  be  abandoned,  and  Pcnnfylvania  "be  invaded 
only  by  fea.  The  communication  for  provifions  through  fuch 
an  extent  of  Country  could  not  pofiibly  be  maintained  with  the 
force  then  at  my  command.  This,  Sir,  is  iurcly  a  fatisfadlory 
anfwer  to  the  charge  of  my  not  having  proceeded  to  Philadelphia ' 
at  that  time  by  land. 

■  '  ■  In 
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In  my   next  letter  of  the  7th;  of  July,  1777,    I  oSferved 
that  the  war  was  now   upon  a  far  diifcrent  fcale  with   refpedt 
to  the  increafed  powers   and  ftrengtli  of  the  enemy,  than    it 
was  lad  campaign,  their  officers  being  much  better,  with  an 
•*  addition  of  feveral  from  the  French  fervice,  and  a  refpedtablc 
**  train  of  field  artillery:  That  50  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  had  been 
«*.  landed  at  Bofton,  and  that   the  rebel  army  in  Jerfey  had  al- 
**  ready  with  it  a  field    train  of  forty   pieces — That    unlefs  the 
**  British  regiments  were  completed  with  draughts  and  good  re- 
"  cruits.  We  fhould   foon '  lofe  oiir  confequence  by  the  current 
cafualties    of  a  campaign,    even    without  a  general   adtion  : 
•*  That  a  corps  of  10,000  Ruffians,  eflfedive  fighting  men,  might 
•*  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  to  Great-Britain  in  another  cam- 
paign :  But  that  if  they  were  not  to   be   had,   and    if  we 
(hould  fucceed   this   campaign  in  the  pofifeffion  of  Pennfyl- 
yania,  the  Jerfeys,  and   the  province  of  New  York,  (which 
I  had  before  faid  mufl  i.i  a  great   meafure  depend   upon   the* 
fuccefs  of  the  northern  army)  the  draughts  of  troops  in  that 
<*  cafe  for  the  prefervation  of  them  in  the  next  campaign,  would 
"  be  great,  at.  the  fame  time  that  a  confiderable  force  would  be 
♦*  requifite  for  the  redudiion  of  the  northern  provinces,  wherein 
**  three  armies  fliould  be  employed  to  make  it  effedhid :  And 
"  that    /en  in  our  prefcnt  ftate,  twenty  regular  battalions  Were 
employed  for  the  lecurity  of  York-Ifland  with  its  Dependencies, 

and  Rhodc-Ifland." 

.    .  .  ,'M  m 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  I  made  various  alterations  from  time 
to  time  in  the  plans. of  operations,  but  I  Hatter  myfelf  they  will 
be  found  folid,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  diftribution  of  the 
troops  ta  Rhode- Iflajnd,  New- York,  and  the  main  army. 

With  regard  to  the  main  army,  the  queftioh  is,  "Whether  It 
•'could  have  "been  difpofed  to  better  advantage  than  upon 
**  the  expedition  which  took  place  to  Pennfylvania  ?"— an  expe- 
dition fsdd  by  fome  gentlemen  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the 
fubfequent  misfortunes :  Thofe  gen,tlemen  will,  I  prefume, 
ende^vo^r  to  fupport  this  flrong  afifertion  by  evidence  of  the 
officer?,  the  General  officers,  upon  whofe  opinions  they  profefs 
to  ha,ve  founded  their  judgement.  If  there  are  any  in  this  Com? 
mittee  who  have  formed  a  fimilar  cqnclufion  from  their  own 

D  reafoning, 

:il  "  ■",'-:■ 


1? 

fC 


II 


II 


«l 


II 
«( 


<l 


4€ 


C( 


II 


II 


:l 


|l! 


t    «8    1 

MtlbniA;,  I  truft  they  will  this  day  favoar  me  with  their 
ground  for  fuch  opinion,  unlefs  thcyihonld  be  fatisfied  with 
what  I  am  going  to  ilate  in  my  juAification.  And  in  making 
this  requeA  I  Jcnow  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  men  of  honour,  who 
cannot  mean  a  wanton  accu&tion,  but  who  Qiay  wi(h  to  b«  fa- 
usfiod  in  points  not  fiifficiently  explained. 

And  here.  Sir,  although  I  might  (helter  myfelf  from  this 
violent  charge,  by  referring  to  the  complete  approbation,  as 
well  as  the  acouieicence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  j  and  might 
anfwer  every  obje(ftion  by  the  ihort  obfervation,  that  the  reatons 
for  adopting  this  expedition  are  adjudged  by  his  Lordihip  tc  be 
fblid  and  decifive;  yet  am  I  content  to  wave  that  juftification,  and 
to  ihnd  entirely  upon  the  merits  and  policy  of  the  meafure  itfelf. 

'-  Perfons  of  fbme  authority,  I  am  told,  have  feid,  '*  ^hat  the 
**  army  ought  to  have  gone  into  New-Engbnd,  others  that  ic 
^  ought  to  have  gone  up  Hudfon's  River.*  Pennit  me  to  examsne 
the  propriety  of  both  tho&  opinions,  by  confidering  what  would 
have  been  the  confequences,  if  either  of  i;hem  had  hfe«n  adopted. 

Suppofe,  in  the  fir/l  place,  it  had  gone  to>  Nfw-Eagland, 
would  that  meafure  have  ted  to  aconcluw>n  of  the  war  ?  I  think 
not.  For,  Sir^  wherever  the  main  body  of  our  armyiiadgone, 
t!iere  moft  aiTuredlv  would  General  Waihing^on  have  gone  alfo 
But  that  he  would  have  avoided  a  general  adtion,  I  am  authorifed 
to  fay,  not  only  from  his  conftant  uniform  condudt  in  that 
nefpe^,  (and  in  which,  no  doubt,  he  a^od  judiciouily)  but  alio, 
from  this  very  obvious  reafon :  He  knew  we  couM  not  haiM  kept 
any  part  of  ConnedUcut  in  the  winter,  eiecept  one  <it  Vmt  piacesr 
upon  theooaft  of  the  Sowndi  fituation^  whidi'  tioM-  not  have 
forwarded  the  recovery  ofthatprovince.>-^InConnei£ticut,  there- 
fore, there  wa$  no  object  for  which  he  could  haviC  been  tempted 
to  rifk  a  general  adtion*  ,^ 

Befides,  the  provinces  of  New  England  are  not  only  tfte- mod 
populbas^  but  their  militia,  when  brought  to  a^on,  the  moift 
perfeTeriiig of  any  in  all  North.  America;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  t&t  General  Wafhington)  with  hi^mam  army,  would  have 
followed  nM  into  a  country  where  tht  flrength  of  the  Continent, 
eocwiraged  by  his  presence,  would  have  bem  moft  fpeedifycol'- 
Mad; 
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''**  In  Penniylvttnia  the  profpe€fc  wa^  fcty  Aflfercnt.  The  increafb 
of  force  which  that  country  could  affofd  to  Wafhington^  was 
final!  in  comparilbn  to  the  other,  and  the  defence  of  Philadel- 
phia was  an  objedl,  which  I  juftly  concluded  would  engage  the 
whole  of  his  attention.  It  was  incumbent  tipon  him  to  riHc  a 
battle,  to  preferve  that  Capital.  And  ts  my  opinion  has  ahvnys 
been,  that  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  regular  army  is  the  fureft  road 
to  peace,  I  invariably  purfued  themoft  probable  means  of  forcing 
its  Commander  to  attion,  under  circumilances  the  leail  hazardous 
to  the  royal  army }  for  even  a  vidlory,  attended  by  a  heavy  lofs  of 
men  on  our  part,  would  have  given  a  fatal  check  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  war,  and  might  have  proved  irreparable. 

The(b,  Sir,  were  my  inducements  at  the  time,  for  carrying  his 
Majefty's  arms  into  the  province  of  Pen nfylvania  in  preference  to 
tkofe  of  New  England.     («) 

Had  the  re-ififbrcenftents  I  squired  btfeit  grancttd^  New  Eng- 
land would  have  had  a  (bare  in  the  general  operations  of  the 
campaign  while  the  tnain  body  aded  to  the  fouthward.  But 
withaa  aiimy  upon  thefmatler  fcale,  that  plait  w^s  impradicable^ 
and  I  have  already  given  my  reafoos  why  I  could  oot  carrr  dve 
main  army  into  thofe  provinces,  unldO  I  had  been  realty  (feurou« 
of  protracting  the  war  for  my  private  advantage,  z  mbtivte  which 
has  been  bafely  imputed  to  me  by  thofe  who  wifh  to*  perpetraCd 
the  ruin  both  of  my  profeiQonal  and  my  private  chacader* 

Thefecond  fuggeftion  Is,  that  I  ought  fohave  gone  up  Hud- 
fon's-River,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  approach  of  the  northern 
army  to  Albany.  What  would  have  been  the  ponfeqiiences  q£ 
fuch  an  expedition  T  Before  the  obje£l  of  it  could  iutve  been 
attained,  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  mull  have  Seen  carried* 
which  would  probably  have  coil  a  confiderable  number  of  men» 
defended,  as  they  would  have  been,  by  Gcineral  Wafhington's 
whole  force.  But  thefe  forts  being  carried,c  4tow  would  the 
enemy  have  adted  ?  In  one  of  thefe  two  ways :  He  would  either 
have  put  himfelf  between  me  and  New-York,  or  be^weea  me 
and  the  northern  army,     tn  either  cafe  I  amof  opinionv  that 

Da        i  :  ,      thb 

^    •  ■  .-^  ?.;^  ...         .\  . 

(a)  I  have  omitted  a  computation  of  the  ftrength  of  the  New-England  pro- 
vinces, becaufc  it  is  impoffible  to  fpcakof  it  with  a  fufficient  degree  of  accuracy. 
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the  iuccefs  of  our  efforts  upon  Hudfon's-River,  could  not,  from 
the  many  difficulties  in  penetrating  through  fo  very  ilrong  a 
country,  have  been  accomplished  in  time  to  have  taken  pofTeflion 
of  Philadelphia  that  campaign.  But  admitting  I  had  at  length 
reached  Albany,  what  mould  I  have  gained,  after  having  ex- 
pended the  campaign  upon  that  obje<^  alone,  that  I  had  not  a 
right  to  expeA  by  drawing  off  General  Wafhington,  with  the 
principal  American  army,  from  any  operations  on  that  fide  ? 

When  it  is  confidered  how  invidious  and  how  minute  a  fcru- 
tiny  has  been  made  into  my  conduct,  and  into  the  motives  of 
my  con  dud,  I  fhall  not  be  thought  to  fpeak  abfurdly  if  I  fay,, 
that  had  I  adopted  the  plan  of  going  up  Hudfon's-River,  it 
would  have  been  alledged,  that  I  had  wafted  the  campaign 
with  a  confiderable  army  under  my  command,  merely  to  enfure 
theproerefsofthe  northern  army,  which  could  have  taken  care 
of  itfelf,  provided  I  had  made  a  diverfion  in  its  favour,  by  draw- 
ing off  to  the  fouthv/ard  the  main  army  under  General  Wafliing- 
ton.  Would  not  my  enemies  have  gone  farther,  and  infinuated^ 
that,  alarmed  at  the  rapid  fuccefs  which  the  honourable  General 
had  a  right  to  exped:  when  Ticonderoga  fell,  I  had  envioudy 
grafped  a  fhare  o/  that  merit  which  would  otherwife  have  been 
all  hisowh  ?  and  let  me  add,  would  not  Minifters  have  told  you, 
as  they  truly  might,  that  I  had  adled  without  any  ordersor  in- 
ftrudtions  from  them;  that  General  Burgoyne  was  dirtdted  to 
force  his  own  way  to  Albany,  and  that  they  had  put  under  his 
command  troops  fuflicient  to  cffe&.  the  march  ?  Would  they 
not  have  referred  you  to  the  original  and  fettled  plan  of  that  ex- 
pedition (which  is  amongft  the  papers  on  your  table)  to  prove 
that  no  affiftance  from  me  was  fuggefted?  and,  would  they  not 
readily  have  imprelfed  this  houfe  with  the  conclufion,  that  if 
any  doubt  could  have  acifen  in  their  minds  of  the  fuccefs  of 
fuch  a  well  digefted  plan,  they  fhould,  from  the  beginning,  have 
made  me  a  party  in  it,  and  have  giveji  me  explicit  inftru(aions.- 
to  a<St  acg^rdingly  ?  "; 

-*''*■"■'--  '■''■'  ■       ^  ^    ^ 

And  no W,  Sir,  having  fufHciently,  and  I  hope  fatisfadorily 
fpoken  to  the  two  plans,  which  fome  perfons  have  judged  ought 
to  have  taken  place;  I  return  to  the  only  one  which,  in  my 
opinion^  could   with    propriety  have  been  adopted,— After  the 

Uwv»l    ^H:-  ;..";2.. ;:•'.■     ■  -■-■•■  moftl 
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moft  mature  deliberation,  and  frcipent  confultation  with  the 
Admiral,  LordCornwallis,  and  other  General  ofiicers  j  after  weigh- 
ing all  the  circumftances  of  every  poffible  operation  j  after  the 
•;no{l  probable  cohclufioti,  founded  upon  the  bed  intelligence^ 
that  General  Waftiiilgtbn  .would  follow  me,  I  determined  on 
purfuing- that  plan  which  would  maHe  the  moft  effedlual  diverfion 
in  favour  of  the  northern  army,  which  promifed  in  its  confc- 
quences  the  moft  important  fuccefs,  and  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  home,  and  my  own  judgement  upon  the  fpot,  had 
deliberately  approved.      "  ts.  i  '      '.-^  '       ?  -    ■    "■"  "    1 '.    , 

-  It  was  not  one  province,  but  three,  that  I  conceived  we  had 
reafon  to  expedt  pofTcflioh  of  at  the  end  of  the  year  1777.  The 
firft  objcd  was  Philadelphia,  a  city  from  whence,  by  means  of 
the  River  Delaware,  -the  rebels  drew  the  greatefl:  part  of  their 
fupplies — the  capital  :of  -  Pennfylvaivia^the  capital,  as  it  >wcre, 
and  residence  of  the  Congrefs  in  North- America,  fituated  in  one 
of  the  moftf  fertile  provinces  of  that  Continent,  and  in  which  I 
include  the  three  lower  counties  oh  Delaware.  Added  to  PennfyK 
vania,  I  concluded  that  the  arrival  of  the  northern  army  at  Al- 
bany ^^  would  have  given  us  the  province  of  New- York  and  the 
Jerfeys;  all  whix;h  events  I  was  confideat  would  lead  to  a  profpe- 
rousconclufionof  th&war./ .  .   ;».^....,.       ^.i 

•     Early  in  July,  I777>  I  began  the  embarkation— I  wifhcd  how*- 
ever  to   remain   until  the   arrival  of  Sir  Henry,  Clinton    from 
Europe,  who  was  to  command  at  New- York  in  my  abfence ;  and 
until  I  (hould  learn  fomething  of  the  progrefs  of   the   northern 
army.     On  the  5th  of  July  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived,  and  on 
the  I  cth  I  receivedan  exprefs  ^rom  General  Burgoyne,  informing 
me  of  his  fuccefs  at  Ticonderoga,  "  that  his  army  was  in  good 
**  health,  and  that  Ticonderoga  would  be  garrifoned  from  Canada, 
"  which  would  leavp  his  force  complete  for  further  operations." 
In  myanfwer  Ifaid,  that  I  expedted  General' Wafhington  would 
follow  me  to  Pennfylvania,  but  that  if,  contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tion, he  fhould  go  not'thward,  I  (hould  foon  be  after  him.     It 
may  alfo  be  proper  in  this  place  to  advert  to  the  inftruftions  I  left 
with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  to  feveral  of  my  fubfequent  letters 
to  that  General.     As  I  omitted  to  fend   copies  of  them  to  th« 
Secretary  of  State,  they  are  not  upon  the  table;  but  I  have  them 
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in  tn3r  hand,  and  with  Imw  of  tho  Committee  If^iXi  rea4  a  ihort 
exCra<dof  them. 


BxtraSf  of  Jft/lru&hm  from  Sir  William    H^wc  ta  Sir  Henry 
QWnioik,  dnted()thjufy,  iiyy,      .i    , ,.     ^iu 

"  ypON  my  d<?parture  from  hence  with  the  army, 
you  will  be  pleafed  tq  ta|ce  the  command  of  the  troops  men- 
tioned in  theenclofed  return,  and  of  all  other  troops  now  here, 
or  that  may  arrive  in  mv  abfence.  You  will  make  fuch 
"  changes  in  the  poiition  of  them  as  you  may  judge  moft  con- 
'*  dttcive  to  his  niajefty's,  Service  for  the  defence  of  this  im- 
**  portant  poft,  and  its  Dependencies*  whereby  I  would  be  under- 
**  ftood  to  include  King'a-  Bridge^  Long-Ifland^  Staten-inand, 
"  Paukis-rHook,  and  SandynHook ;  at  the  £uiie  time  it  is  by 
«  no  means,  jny  intention  to  prevent  your  aAing  odSenfively,  in 
■<'  cafe  an  opportujiity  fhould  offer,  con£ifeat  with  the  fecuricy 
**  of  this  phce,  as  abovementioned^  which  is  always  to  be 
**  regarded  as  a  primary  objcft*"  i 
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£xtra&    of  4t  letter  from  Sir    William   Howe/o  Sir    yenry 
Clinton,  dated  i  ^tb  July,  ^TJi* 

**  I  Have  direfted  the  ^th  and  26th  regiments  of  foot, 
<*  and  Colonel  D'Eib's  regiment  of  Anfpach  to  remain;  here  under 
^*  your  orders,  in  addition  to  the  troops  of  which  yon  have  re- 
«  celved  a  return,  and  am  hopeful,  if  you  fee  occairon  to  a€k 
■♦<  offenfively,  thofe  corps  may  prove  of  ei&ntial  ufe^r-'*  *  *  lir.M 

"  Upon  the  arrival  of  Major-General  Sir  Thomas  Wilfbn, 
**  you  will  be  pkafed  to  order  him  to  join  me,,  unlefs  from  any 
"  oiFenftve  operations  you  may  have  in  view  at  the  time,  you 
**  (haU  find  his  prefence  neceffary  for  that  fcrvice,^^  in  which  cafe 
«  you  wiU  keep  him  under  your  command/*    ,  .  ^      ,    , 


1.:. 


)^xtrfl^    of  a   letter  from    Sir  William  Howe  to   Sir  Henry 
QMnton^  dated  off  Delaware,  ^otbofjuly,  1777. 

4€  If  is  not  pofllblc  for  me  to  fay  at  this   time  when  I 
**  (hall  bq  able  to  fepd  rc-inforccmcnts  to  you,  but  I  beg  you 


s , 
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*'  may  be^r^d  ffhiA  n6t  fail  to  db  %  ^S  ib&h  a§  e)cpedient: 
«*  In  the  mcart  while.  If  ybii  Cain  lilaktt  aiiy  diverfion  irt  favour 
"  of  Gencfat  Bufg6yrte's  aplsto'achtrrg  Aftyany,,  \ti&  fccurity  to 
•*  King's^Brtdge,  I  need  rr6t  point  out  t^e  utility  of  fiieh  ^i 
»<  meafurc." 
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Ffom  thefe  extfa^  it  isr  to  Bt  ofifeived;  t^al  1'  gaVe  full? 
power  to  Sir  Henry  Clin  tort  to  a  A  ofJ^A&vely,  If  opportuoity: 
ihould  offer,  confiftent  with  the  dtfeace  of  New-Vorfc  tad  its 
Dependencies,  and  that  the  facilitating  the  approach  o£  ^^. 
northern  army,  by  a  diverfion  in  its  favour,  if  practicable,,  was 
not  out  of  my  thoughts,  although  I  had  received  no  inftrixdions 
whatfoever  upon  that.head,^  ..s-:^,!.^.-*^?'-'';.' '■'<-'  '.:  \  ;i^^^"d%.-''"x;  . 

I'he  Comniirtee  Will  now  pettidi  me  to  i!ate  the  dittributioii 
of  the  whole  army  Under  my  comttiand,  at  the  time  of  my  de- 
parture to  the  fouthward.  For  the  defence  of  Rode-Ifland  there 
were  about  pio6  iftetl;:  att  N«W-Yoirk  about  8500,  cxclufivc  of 
die  fick  and  convalcfcehts  of  thofe  corjw,  and  of  the  fouthern 
army,  and'  a  ftnall  body  of  militia  apbn  Long-Ifland..  Thefe 
two  corps  1  judged  to  be  not  more  than  fufficient  for  their 
fituation«  at  th^t  tinve»  efpecially  in  the  view  of  Sii'  Henry 
Clinton's  ading  tipoA  occafion,  to  a  certain  degrefe  offenfivcly, 
in  favotit  of  the  northern  arnflty — My  Own  corps,  to  be  oppoled 
to  the  enemy's  principal  army,,  was  nearly  14000,  and  knowing. 
General  Waihington  to  have  about  i5,ooo>  exclufive  of  aliboit 
any  number  he  pleafed  of  militiai,  I  Could  not  think  it  advife- 
able  to  Weaken  any  of  thofe  cofps,  by  detaching  from  them  for 
anexpedition  to  the  northward  by  iea..       ...:..  <  .. 

The  embarkation  beirtg  finiflied;-  ^»t  lailei  from  fsfew- York  the 
a^d  of  July,  and  arrived  off  the  Delaware  on  the  30th.  Several 
days  muft  have  been  employed  to  fUrmount  the  difficulties  of 
gettihg  up  tJie  river,  attd  1  infel-red  from  thence^,  that  I-  Should 
not  be  able  to  land  the  troops  before  tjleneral  l^aihington 
would  be'  intfbrceat  Wilmington,  where  there  was  alfo  a  cOrps: 
Thece  was  befides  no  proipeS  of  landing  a;bovc  the  confluence 
of  the  Delaiwtire  and  Chriftiana-Creek,  at  leaft  the  preparations 
the  enemy  hddmadfc  fbr  the  defence  of  Ae  river,  by  gallics*, 
floating  batteries,.  ^i^cfliipSr  afid  fire  rafts,,  would  have  ma5  fuch 
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.rn  attempt'  extremely  hazardous.  I  had  al^  tp  coniider  that  the 
country  .below,  where  the  troops  mufl:jnavefl^p<^d,..ar;d  where 
only  the  tranfports  could  have  laid  in.  fecuriiy,  (I  mean >  about 
'Reed^-Ifland)  was  very  marfhy,  and  the  rDads  upon  narrow 
cauleWays  interfe(fl:ed  by  creeks :  I  therefore  agreed  with  the 
Admiral  to  go  up  Chefapeak-Bay,  apian  which  had  been  precon- 
certed, in  4:h$  event.pf.a~Ja^ding  in  the  Pelaware  proving,  upon 
uur  ai'^ival"  there,  iripjigibie.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  thj^t  if  we 
eould'  not  have)  Unded  above  Wilmington  we  ihould  have  been 
uodcf  the  h^ceflity  of  going  the  fame  route  we  took  from  the 
iif^kd  '6f  Elk,  by  way  of  Aikens's-Tavern,  otherwife  called  Pen- 
cadder.     .  .  ^  ,  u^^u^y^  j^^ii  i  i{g(.-dii?  \i.m<-ijrM^  yn  trtJU')  son 

Our  going  up  Chefapeak-Bay  alarmed '  the' 'provinces  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  and  diverted,  a  body  of  their  troops, 
which  did  not  join  General  Wafhington  until  after  the  battle  of 
Brandywine.  Another  circumftance  much  in  our  favour  attendedj 
.this  change:  Our  troops  by  being  on  board  fhip  in  the  hot  • 
month  of  July  and  part  of  Auguft,  cfeaped  an  almofl  cer- 
tain fatality  by  fickriefs.  In  which-  the  enemy  fufFered  much 
at  that  time.  But,  for  this  I  <j6  not  take  credit,  as  l'  was 
anxious  to  get  forward,  and  no  delay  arofe  from  that  confidera- 
tion.  I  will,  however,  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  in  thofe 
two  months  the  troops  fhould  be  expofed  as  little  as  pojQlble>  in 
the  nela  m  America.  ,.,.   ,...,.:..    v  «-,  '  >Tit>f;;!'f  >'v.  r^n'*  sn!  ^'T 

'Oil  tlie  1 6th  of  Auguft  we  entered  Chefapeak-Bav,  and' 
there  I  received  the  Minifter's  letter  of  the  i8th  of  May,  1777,' 
wherein  I  am  again  told,  that. my  laft  plan  is  approved,  ana  in- 
the  fame  period,  that  he  trufts  "  whatever  I  may  meditate,  if 
"  wUl  be  executed  in  time,  for  me-  to  co-operate  with  the 
**  northern. army."  Were  I  to  be  permitted  to  account  for  this, 
expedaitioh.,  I  would  fay,  it  muft  have  been  founded  upon  an, 
id6a,  that  the  pofleffion  of  that  moft  important  objed:,  Philar 
delphia,  "vy^s  to  te  obtained  without  any  great  efforts  of  the' 
enemy  for  its  defence — At  leaft  Imuft  conclude  the  noble  Lofd 
apprehended  none.  The  fad:  however  is,  that  Mr.  Wafhin^^qn 
oppofed  our  prbg^efs  with  his  whole  force.  ,  It  is  alfo,  to  be  re-^ 
marked,  that,  although  Ihfe  idea  of  going  up  Hudfon*s  River  had , 
jnot  entered  i'  to  any  of  the  reduced  plans  which  I  fent  home,j 


m 
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And  vvliich  met  with  approbation,  yet,  in  this  letter,  it  is  fuggefted 
at  a  time  when  there  could  be  no  poffibility  of  carrying  it  into 
execution,  confiftently  with  the  approved  expedition  I  was  then 
upon — I  was  now  under  the  neceffity  of  proceeding  {a)*, 

k  '  I  pafs  over  the  time  betvveen  the  landing  of  the  army  near  the 
head  of  Elk,  and  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine.  But  under/landing 
fome  fault  hais  been  attributed  to  me  for  making  a  divifion  of 
my  force  to  bring  on  that  a<Stion,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not 
be  thought  impertinent  to  fay  a  few  words  on  that  fubjed;. 

To  bring  the  enemy  to  an  adtion  was  my  objed,  and  being 
confident  that  General  Wafliington  was  ftudious  to  avoid.it,  un- 
iefs  under  mod:  favourable  circumdances,  fome  art  and  fpnie 
hazard  was  neceifary  to  accomplifli  my  purpofe      •       '        ;.  .  i 

The  movements  made  on  this  occafion,  which  may  be  found 
in  my  letter  of  the  10  th  of  October,  1777,  were  not  repugnant 
to  found  principles,  and  it  is  no  fmall  confolation  to  me  to  know 
independent  of  the  event,  that  I  have  the  opinions  of  the  mofl: 
judicious  officers  in  the  army  on  the  fpot,  to  fupport  a  meafure 
which  fome  gentlemen^,  from  what-  authority  I  know   not,  have 
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.   (a)  Loi-d  (Gleorge  Germarn^  in  his  anlVrert^' this  part  eftny  fpeech,  c(>m|)1ainecl' 
of  my  negle<a  of  duty  in  point  of  correfpondence,  by  declaring  that  after  I  bad 
embarked  for  Pennfylvania,  two  months  eiapfed  without  his  hearing  from  me.     I 
took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  replying  to  this  charge;  the  fa<Sl  ftands  thus  : — 
On  the  16/A  of  July  I  wrote  to  his  lordfliip,    informing  him,  that  I  propofcA 
going  up  the  Delaware,  in  order  to  be  nearer  New- York  than  if  I  went  up 
the  Chefapeak,  as  I.  ante  inUndtd^  and  which  route  I  preferred  to  that  of  the 
Delaware,    provided  the  enemy  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  defend  Pennfylvania. 
This  letter  was  received  by  the  noble  lord  on  the  22dof  Auguft.     My  next  letter 
was.  dated  the  30/&  of  Auguji^  from  the  head  6f  Elk  j  but  it  happened  that  the* 
Swallow-packet,  carrying  that  letter,  had  a  very  uncommon  length  of  voyage, 
and  did  not  reach  England   till   the  i%th  of  O^ebert  -which  accounts  for  his 
lordihip's  having  been  two  months  without  hearing  from  me,  my  letter  of  the 
i6th  of  July  having  reached  England  on  the  aad  of  A«g«ft.    The  noble  Lord, 
when  he  wai  fo  uftufually  long  without  receiving  a  letter  from  me,  might  have  ' 
conjedured  the  poffibility  of  a  packet's  haying  a  tedious  voyage;  of  its  having 
been  loft  5  or  of  its  hiving  been  taken  by  the  enemy.  Indeed  he  mightalfo  have  con- . 
jeaured  from  the  words  I  have  quoted  in  my  letter  of  the  i6tbof  July,  that  I  was 
gone  up  the  Chefapeak",  which  would  necefrarily  lengthen  my  voyage  from  New- 
York;  and  finally  he  ought  to  have  compared  the  dates  of  the  letters  tiitmfelTes,  ■* 
«nd  not  the  dates  of  their  irrivai. 


i.    . 


'been  pleafed  to  cenfure.  But  at  the  fame  time  ihat  I  am  reflefted 
upon  on  one  hand,  for  hazarding  too  much,  I  am  blamed  on  the 
other,  fornot  piaking  the  a<Stion  more  decifive,  and  for  not  fol- 
lowing up  the  vidtory  more clofely.       ,     ii,.,  .,  ,.v .,  ^kv^.-   -    vi* 

To  demonftrate  the  impraAicability  of  a  vigorous  purfult  in 
a  hoftile  country  (but  more  particularly  in  America  than  in  anjr 
other  country  I  have  feen)  or  the  inutility  of  attempting  it  farther 
than  wras  done,  in  the  peculiar  flate  of  the  army  at.  that  time,  would 
be  trefpafling  too  much  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee, 
I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  fufiice  to  fiy,  that  from  a  due  regard  to 
the  wounded,  the  importance  of  poflefllng  the  poft  at  Wil- 
mington for  their  accommodation,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
prifoners,  no  movement  could  have  been  made  fooner,  or  more 
effedtual,  under  fuch  circumftances,  than  the  advance  of  the  two 
corps  with  Major-General  Grant  and  Lord  Cornwallis  towards 
Chefter;  and  I  muft  be  allowed  to  infift  there  was  no  avoid- 
able delay  in  the  approach  to  Philadelphia  by  Valley  FoEge,.  the^ 
Schuylkill,  by  the  nearer  route  through  Derby,  being  impaffa- 
ble  i  nor  any  opportunity  loft  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  farther 
adion  between  Dilworth  and  German-Town.  This  I  nearly 
effedte'd  on  the  17th  of  September  when  he  was  upon  his  march 
.  on  the  Lancafter  road,  but  the  extreme  violence  of  the  weather 
rendered  every  effort  to  get  forward  impracticable.  They  had 
therefore  an  opportunity  of  evading  the  approach  of  the  King's* 
army,  by  a  forced  march  into  a  very  rough  mountainous  country^ 
where  it  was  certain  they  could  not  be  followed.  But  my  en- 
deavours to  get  at  the  enemy,  whatever  was  thought  by  thofe 
a^aually  engaged  in  them,  have  been  treated  here  as  ill-judged, 
feebly  profecuted,  and  void  of  enterprife,  which  laft  cenfure  has 
been  even  extended  to  the  general  condu«5t  during  my  command. 

1  (hall  not  defcend  to  minute  refutations,  but  I  beg  leave  ta 
fay,  and  I  affert  it  with  firmnefs,  that  almoft  every  movement 
of  the  war  in  North-America  w^s  an  adt  of  enterprife,  clogged 
with  innumerable  difficulties.  A  knowledge  of  the  country,, 
jnterfedted,  as  it  everywhere  is,  by  woods,  mountains,  waters, 
or  moraffes,  cannot  be  obtained  with  any  degree  of  preciiion  nc- 
ceiTary  to  forefee,  and  guard  againil,  the  obftrudtions  that  coay  occur. 
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In  a  word,  Sir,  wh?itcycr  may  be  the  aim  or  wifh  of  my  cncmie* 
in  propagating  th^fe  alperfions,  It  i^from  my  confciencc  I  affirm 
to  this  Committee,  *ancl  to  my  country  at  large,  that  I  never 
negle(a;ed  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a<5tion, 
where  it  could  have  been  done  upon  a  comparative  view  of  all 
circumftances  ^t  the  time,  and  confiftent  with  the  caution  indif- 
penfably  requifite  inafituation  always  fo  critical,  that  a  material 
check  to  his  Majefty'sarms  might  have  been  prod u<ftive  of  fatal 
confequences  to  the  intercfts  of  this  country  in  America. 

The  next  point  is  the  attack  made  upon  the  King's  army  at 
German-Town  on  the  4th  of  Odtober,  which  has  been  mali- 
cioufly  reprefented  asa  furprifei  thereby  throwing  a  ftigma  upon 
the  vigilance  of  the  troops j  but  more  particularly  upon  that  t>f 
theGeneral^'''''"^^'l^'-*'-'f*'"*^i*^  -^^^-^f^-i^k^^:  t!f^''/,-'ii-\i*^^  i^-u;  i.,/;,uj[;j  ■..rjfiv,' 

The  circumftances  which  encouraged  the  enemy  to  make  this 
attack  are  fet  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  loth  of  October,  1777, 
as  well  as  the  reafons  for  making  the  "detachments  which  caufed' 
that  encouragement.  In  addition  to  the  account  there  given,  I 
beg  le&ve  •  to  inform  the  Comtnittee,  that,  my  iirft  pofition  at 
German-Town  was  taken  to  cover  Philadelphia,  during  the  opera- 
tions carrying  on  againft  Mud-Ifland,  and  was  therefore  more 
extended  than  it  otherwife  would  have  been.  It  is  true,  ho\)vever, 
that  I, did  npt  expedt  the  enemy  would  have  dared  to  approach; 
sifter  fo  recent  a  defeat  as  that  at  JBrandywine.,,,  .,..,        „.   ,    ,    ,    ' 

I©  this  Idea  I  did  not  dired  any  redoubts  to  be  raifed  for  the/ 
fecurity  of  the  camp  or  out-pofts,  nor  did  I  ever   encourage  the* 
conftrudlion  of  them  at    the  head  of  the  line  when  in  force,', 
becaufe  works  of  that  kind  are  apt  to   induce  an  opinion  of  infe- 
riority, and  my  wifti  was,  to  fupport  by  every  means  the  acknow^-  i 
ledged  fuperiority  of  the  King's  troops  over  the  enemy,  which  I 
confidered  more  peculiarly  eifential,  where   ftrength  was   not  to 
be  eftimated  by  numbers,  iince  the  enemy  in  that  refped,  by 
calling  in  the  force  of  the  country  upon   any  emergence,  muft 
have  been  fuperior.^'*    ^-iit.d -;  •         _ 

I  confefs .  alfo  it  was  for  the  above  reafons  I  did  not  change 
my  portion,    after  making    the  detachments  beforementioned,    , 
chopfing  rather  to  truft  to  the  well-tried  vigilance  of  the  troops, 
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and  the  atdlivity  of  the  patroles  (thoufi;h  I  had  intimation  that  aft 
attack  might  be  made) '  than  to  give  the  army  unncccffary  fatigue^ 
by  making  more  cautionary  preparations. ,'    >    ,  .;;■  ,     '.  t  -      ■ 

.  In  my  confidence  in  the  troops  I  was  not  difappointed  j  the 
enemy's  approach  was  difcovered  by  our  patroles,  and  I  had  early 
notice  of  it.  The  line  was  prefently  under  ar^as,  and  although  it 
tnu£t  be  Emitted  that  the  out-pofts  and  light-infantry  in  one 
quarter,  were  driven  back,  it  muft  be  equally  admitted,  that 
they  were  foon  efFedtually  fupported,  and  the  enemy  repulfed 
from  the  only  place  where  the  Imalleft  impreflion  was  made. 

r  I  cannot  mention  this.tranfa<a:ion  withopt  paying  a  due  acknow-^, 
ledgement  to  an  excellent  officer,  Lieutenant^Colonel  Mufgravcj, 
whofe  gallant  and  judicious  condudt,  upon  thisoccafion,  will,  t 
hope,  iome  day  meet  with  its  reward.   , 

I  have  ftated  thefefadts,  in  addition  to  the  account  in  my  letter 
upon  the  table,    principally  to  (hew,    that  how  much  foever   I 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  erred  in  my  own  conjecture,  the  im- 
putation of  the  army  bein^    unguarded    or  iufjgri^d    is    nob 
-founded  in  truth.       lii!,\'}k0hi^  '":y.o*y^V'''^'^'-*  ...v,  «..   .  i     :^L  .."^.-> 

•  ''  On  the  19th  of  Odtober  I  found  It  advtfeableto  remove  to 
Philadelphia,  to  expedite  the  redu<5tion  of  Mud-Ifland,  which' 
proved  to  be  more  difficult  than  was  at  firft  fuppofed.  To  this' 
end  the  pofTeffion  of  Red-Bank  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Dela- 
ware engaged  my  attention.  The  event  of  that  enterprife  is  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  Odober,  ijyjf  but  as  I  un^er-^ 
ftand  that  a  'pointed  reference  was  made  to  it  in  this  Houfe,  laA 
year,  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  American  depar^pient,  I  /hall 
briefly  ftate, .  .to  the  beft  of  piy  recoil e<aion,  t|ie.circumft£.i  ce^. 
under  which  Colonel  Donop»  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  was 
detached  on  this  fervice.  He  earneftly  in  treated  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  in  whofe  corps  he  ferved,  to  exprefs  his  wifhes  for  an 
opportunity  to  fignali^e  ;himfelf,  and  the  Heffian  troops  under 
his  command.  My  defign  on  Red-Bank  affording  the  earlieft 
opportunity,  I  defired  Lord  Cornwallis  to  explain  the  nature  of 
the  I^^rvi'ce,  and  if  it  Ihould  meet  with  his  approbation,  to  offer 
hiin  the  command,  which  he  very  readily  accepted.  On  the 
evening  of  his  departure  Colonel  Donop  defired  to  know  from 
5  .         ^    '  Lord 
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I*ord  Cornwallis,  if  it  was  expeded  he  fliould  make  the  attack 
at  all  hazards,  when  Lord  Cornwallis  afTured  him  from  me,  that 
he  was  to  be  guided  by  his  own  judgement  on  the  fppt,  but  that 
the  attack  was  to  be  made,  unlefs  he  faw  good  reafon  to  the  con- 
trary. If  I  may  conclude  froni  the  manner  in  which  I  parted 
with  Colonel  Donop,  or  from  the  approbation  the  diredions 
given  to  him  received  from  his  immediate  and  moft  valuable  com- 
mander. General  Knyphaufen,  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  he  -' 
went  upon  the  ferviceperfe(^lyfatisfied. 
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The  committee  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  I  have  no 
other  motive  for  this  explanation  than  to  make  known  what 
Really  paffed  with  refpe<ft  to  the  orders  given  to  Colonel  Donop 
upon  this  enterprife.  The  intrepidity  and  vigour  with  which  it 
was  attempted,  refledt  the  higheft  honour  upon  the  commander 
and  his  troops,  and  the  lofs  fuAained  upon  the  occaiion  cannot  be 
too  much  regretted.  • 


"mya. 
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It  has  been  aflerted,  that  an  early  poflcflioii  of  Red-Bank  muft 
have  been  immediately  followed  by  the  redudionof  Mud-liland,  ^ 
to  which  I  in  fome  meafure  agree,  that  is  to  fay,  after-  the  enemy 
had  put  it  in  aftate  of  defence:  Before  that  time  fuch  a  corps  as 
could  have  been  fpared  from  tht  army,  muft  have  been  eftabliflied  - 
and   fupplied  with  ftore^  and  provifions,  with  great  difficulty^, 
while  exposed  to  the  annoyance  of  the  armed  gallies  and  floating 
batteries  j  and  before  the  army  was  drawn  nearer  to  Philadelphia 
the  fupport  of  a  poft,  fo  detached,    would  have  been  very  pre- 
carious, 

I  muft  neverthelefs  acknowledge   my  great  difappointmcnt  in 
the  time  that  proved  necelTary  for  the  redudlion  of  Mud-Ifland  j  . 
but  if  the  violent  rains,  by  filling  the  trenches,  and  fapping  the 
foundations  of  the  batteries,  had  not  caufed  a  conliderable  delay  in  * 
the  deftruttion  of   the  enemy's  defences,    which  prevented  an  ^ 
earlier  co-operation  of  the  fhips  of  war,  I  probably  fhould  have 
been  much  lefs  deceived  in  my  expedations. « 

My  difpatch  of  the  13th  of  December,  1777,  refpedting  thcj 
movement  to  White-Marfti,  and  my  condud  on  that  occafion,  .. 
is  fo  explicit  as  to  make  farther  obfervations  unnecefTary. — The 
motives  from  which  ladied  at  that  time  wwc,  I  think,  j^ft,  and 
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if  they  appear  inconclufive  to  any  here,  I  can  only  efteem  myfelf 
unfortunate  in  the  want  of  their  concurrence,  ^fy.    .v{i.f-,v,^,4  .f^i^ 

The  adtivity  of  the  army  during  the  winter  is  undeniably 
proved  by  ipy  fubfequent  letters  :  But  as  many  of  the  tranfa<Stions 
were  in  their  eiFefts  lefs  important  to  the  grand  objedt  than  to  the 
tr^dit  of  the  troops,  the  moft  material  only  were  fpecified  in  my 
difpatches. 
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The  entrenched  fituation  of  the  enemy  at  Valley-Forge, 
twenty-two  miles  from  Philadelphia,  did  not  occafion  any  diffi- 
culties fo  preffing  as  to  juftify  an  attack  upon  that  ftrong  poll 
during  the  fevere  weather,  and  though  every  thing  was  prepared' 
with  that  intention,  I  judged  it  imprudent,  until  the  feafon 
Ihould  afford  a  profpedt  of  reaping  the  advantages,  that  ought  to' 
have  rcfulted  from  fuccefs  in  that  meafure;  but  having  good 
information  in  the  fpring  that  the  enemy  had  ftrengthened  the 
camp  by  additional  works,  and  being  certain  of  moving  him 
from  thence  when  the  campaign  (hould  open,  I  dropped  all 
thoughts  of  an  attack.  My  letter  of  the  19th  of  April,  1778; 
gives  further  reafons  for  this  part  of  my  conduct.        'j    ;;,;i 


>j 


From  the  remainder  of  my  correlpondence,  gentlemen  mufl 
have  feen,  that  I  continued  my  remonflrancc  for  more  troops. 
Perhaps  it  was  impoffible  for  the  minifter  to  (end  more.— Sucli 
an  acknowledgement  would  have  been  no  refle€lion  upon  himfelf, 
and  would  have  relieved  my  mind  from  the  uneafinefs  it  laboured 
underj  in  conceiving,  that  my  opinions  of  the  neceffity  of  re- 
inforcements were  deemed  nugatory:  and  that,  of  courfe,  I  had 
loft  the  confidence  of  thofe,  who  wei-e  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
judge  of  my  condudt.  It  cannot  be  furprifing,  that  finding  my- 
felf in  this  fituation,  I  defired  his  Majefty's  permifiion  to  with- 
draw from  the  command. — I  gave  the  true  reafon  for  that  re- 
queft— the  lofs  of  confidence. — ^The  reafon  was  tacitly  acknow- 
ledged to  be  well  founded,  for  it  was  acquiefced  in ;  and  his  Ma-. 
jefty  was  pleafed  to  appoint  a  fuccefTor  to  the  command  of  the 


army. 
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With  regard  to  the  complaint  I  made  of  the  lofs   of  confi- 
dence, the  noble  Lord  in  the  American  department  muft  have 
done  great  ijijuftice  to  my   fehfibility,    when  he  exprefied  an  ',[ 
3  opinion 
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opinion,  upon  a  former  occafion,  that  I  alluded  merely  to  the 
flight  put  upon  my  recommendations ;  not  but  that  1  confefs 
I  was  mortified  to  find,  that  brave  officers,  whofe  eminent  fervices 
I  had  ftrongly  and  faithfully  reprefented,  were  not  rewarded  at 
home  with  the  diftin<5tion  expe<Sted  for  them  by  the  army  in 
general,  as  well  as  by  me.  It  were  a  matter  of  fmall  moment 
if  the  evil  went  no  farther  than  to  my  perfbnal  mortification  :• 
but  if  it  be  true  that  the  fpirit  of  military  men  is  raifed  or  de- 
prefled  by  the  conferring  or  with-holding  of  their  Sovereign's 
fubftantial  approbation,  fucl>  flights  may  prove  of  very  dangerour 
tendency.  , 

vThe  noble  Lord,  on  a  former  dayj  thought  proper  to  treat 
my  recommendation  of  Captain  Emmerrick  with  a  certain  air 
of  contempt  and  ridicule.  He  had  forgot,  it  fliould  feem,  that 
he  himfelf  fent  Captain  Emmerrick  to  America,  and,  in  the  very 
cxtraordi  .ary  terms  contained  in  his  Lordfliip's  letter  of  the  2511** 
of  April,  1776,  originally  recommended  him  to  my  attention. 
His  Lordfliip  befl:  knows  the  purpofe  for  which  he  fent  him  out^ 
and  whether  he  was  a  proper  perfon  to  raife  a  body  of  men,  or. 
'^  to  be  tr.ufted  with,  money  for  fuch  afervicci. 

"When  I  received  my  orders  to  return  home,  as  foon  as  Siir 
Henry  Clinton  fliould  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  I  confefs  I  became 
cautious  of  hazarding  exploits-  which  might  have  reduced  the 
army  of  my  fucceflbr,  though  a  fair  oppor-tunity  happening  to 
prefent  itfelf,  I  did  make  one  attempt,  wnich>  had-it  fucceeded, 
would  have  proved  a  fevere  flroke  upon  the  enemy.  .  Upon  the 
whole,.  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  be  found,  that  I  made  no  difad- 
vantageous  ufe  of  the  army  under  my  command,  and  that  I 
never  made  deceitful  reprefentations  of  the  fltuation  of  afl^airs, 
but  freely  communicated  my  fentiments  upon  the  force  neceflary 
to  fupprefs  the  rebellion  :;  and  lam  to  this  hour  confident  that  if 
fufiicient  re-inforcements  had  been  fent  from  hence,  and  thai 
plan  of  operations  which  I  took  upon  me  to  propofe,  had  beert 
adopted  in  its  proper  extent,  the  war  in  North  America  would. 
how  have  worn  a  very  different  afpedt.     '  ^2;  *    f  r/ui  ':£3^  fc  ;  Jan 

I  have  heard  it  has  been  faid,  that  my  civil  commifSotuwas 
inconfiflent  with  my  military  command,— and  that  my  mind  was 
more  intent  upon  bringing  about  a  peace  by  negbciatiort,  than  by 

force. 


:     li 


i;  ;mi 


!  !,"i.: 


.!i  h  i 


[    3»    1 

'.  force  of  afms.  Sir,  thinking  it  ray  firft  duty,  I  certainly  ihouW, 
have  preferred  the  former  mode  of  conciliation,  and  my  brother; 
and  I  for  that  purpofe  did  go  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  our  very 
i  limited  comminion  and  inflrudtions.  But  our  proceedings  in  the 
charader  of  Commiflioners  never  for  one  moment  fuipended  our 
military  operations.  We  foon  faw  that  the  leaders  of  the  rebel- 
lion were  determined,  from  intereft,  if  not  from  principle,  to 
prevent  a  reconciliation  with  Great-Britain,  and  therefore  O'lr 
joint  endeavours  were  invariably  exerted  in  the  profecutiou  cf 
the  war,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  force  in  our  hands  would 
permit.  *  '  .v    :>,i-a:. 

*  The  reflcdion,  that  the  civil  and  the  military  commiiHon  were 
.incompatible,  has,  I  know,  been  applied  particularly  tomycon*« 
du(^.  I  boldly  aiTert  it  to  be  ill  foundedt  as  I  am  certain  I  never 
delayed  to  feize  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  v  rcmy,  coniift- 
ently  with. my  duty  of  weighing  the  rifle  of  ruining  the  cauie  1 
was  engaged  in  by  a  confiderable  lofs  of  troops:  and  indeed  thofo 
who  are  acquainted  withmy  commiflion  and  inftruftions,  as  a 
Commifljoner  of  peace,  muft  know,  that  from  the  reftridtions 
they  contained,  it  was  next  to  an  impofllbility,  that  my  military 
.could  materially  interfere  with  my  civil  duty. 

"/  ]    :■:■   ■  ■        .    ■  '    :    ^  ■  .  -J  r^i-.n    •     r,^i'i-<-    , 

I  have  trefpaiTed,  I  fear»  too  long  upon  the  patience  of  tHt 
Committee — The  great  importance  of  the  fubje£t»  and  the  detail 
of  fads,  I  have  been  neceifarily  led  into,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my 
apology.  I  ihall  troublie  you  with  but  a  word  more  j  in  fup- 
port  of  the.meafure  of  proceeding  to  Philadelphia.  Before  I 
came  from  thence*  I)  had  every  reafon  to  be  perfcftly  fatisfied 
of  the  advantages  that  would  have  enfued  from  that  operation^ 
^f  the  councils  at  home  had  thought  the  Poft  proper  to  be  pre'^ 
ferved.  The  inhabitants  in  general  of  the  province  of  Pennfyl- 
yania>  thofe  of  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  and  thofe  of 
the  lower  part  of  Jerfey,  .were  forward  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
9nd;evea  tp  ailifl:  offeniively  in  compelling,  his  Majefty's  revolted 
fubjeds  to  their  duty.  This  favourable  difpofition,  however  did 
not  appear  immediately— r An  equivocal  neutrality  was  all  I  at 
firfl  experienced ;  our  fucceifes  and  apparent  ability  to  retain 
;Our  advantages,  induced  the  inhabitants  atlafl:  to  be  lefs  referved* 
.  Secret  intelligence,  which,  until  that  period,  had  been  extremely 
"     ."^  ^     •  -  ^   •  .  i  -  4ifHbult 
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difficult  toprdcure,  was  theh  fo^bod^  and  fo  readily  obtained, 
that  1  coulcl  nbt  but  attHbute  it  to  the  polTcflioh  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  convinfced  the  coiihtr;^'  df  thfe  fiiperiority,  and  per- 
fuaded  them  of  the  eftablifhed  JjbWcr,  of  his  Maje(ty's  arms. 
The  difficulties  of  the  Congrefe,  in  raifirig  furiplieS,  and  ih  re- 
cruiting Mr.  Wafliingtdh's  army,  then  indeed  became  real,  and 
had  the  appearance  of  beihg  linfilrriiduntdble.  But  the  Frencn 
treaty,  and  our  drdeh  t6  fcV^uatfe  I*hiladfelphla,  by  which 
meaiui-e  the  prote£l2on  of  his  MijeAfs  forced  was  to  be  wJth- 
dtii^n  ftotn  we  bro^lrice,  iiladc  a  CiiMtd  arid  mlekficholy  change 
incur  affairs.  The  rebels  iver6  iriipil^ed  i^eith  frefhhdpes;  me 
frittrtds  df  ^dv'ernment  ^cft  difnidyed.-^But  it  i^  riot  my  inten- 
iioii  it  Sniiiiadvert  upbri  of  tiers  ferii  from  frericfe  dfter  thy  tetiH, 
hot  tport  the  fiiturfc  pf-oftrdft^  of  the  ^it.-^Mf  vkW  ll  inettii 
tojiiftify  my  own  cortdna  ddriri^  the  iirke  I  Was  ffondiii-ed  V^ltK 
the  command  {a). 

This  Narra<iv6  Has,  Ifcaf;  hcefi  ioi  {jfoMx;  but  thfe  fubje^ 
^ai-  fb  (!:6ntpli6ated  t^rth  ihtt^ter;  afrtd  iiic  circmWtancis  rieceflSry 


obfcure.  S6nftbfe  dsr  I  ditt  oftfKe  ^reat  atteritiori  and  fridtrlieri'c^ 
with  which  iht  eoAimitte'e  hrfs  hdnolired  ni^;  t  tioW  fi'iifferi'  t6' 
t'ht  conclufion.    - 

The  Secretary  of  State,  as  appears  in  his  letters,  has  fignified 
irit"he  iW6ft-  flattering  <iiipre'ffionsv  l^is  MzJilPtfS  apprijbktibri  of 
evtfry  nia-feriial  parf  oif  n^  (i^rid'iid^  durYrig  m  ^^'^roH6Priiy 
cbmiftahd.  m^  LoMfhip'^  dWn  pfcrforiaV  ^ipMife^  iy  aifo^'^y 
wai'riily  coriVcSyCd'  thi^bripout  Kis  CtinrcTj^biitR'tei  HI  fits' lerfe^s;- 


i\; 


ft  f"  "■ 


{a)  Mr. 


,  ,  f-  Jofeph  Galloway,  in  his  evidence  to  the  Committee  of  the  Hoiife  of 
Commons,  pofitively  afferts,  .thaM  a'dvifed  hipjj  andfhf  otlicrr'magifh-ates,  to  "go 
over  to  Wafliington,  and  make  their  peace.  The  truth  is,  as  foon  as  it  viras  known 
that  orders  were  arrived  for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Galloway  came 
to  me  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  the  other  magiftrates,  and  requefted  my  advice 
and  aflllbnce  concerning  the  meafurcs  to  be  adopted  for  their  welfare,  lafiured 
him,  that  if  they  chofe  to  go  with  the  Kind's  army,  they  fhould  be  taken  all 
pofliMc  care  of;  but  if  they  rather  chofe  to  ifay  behind  with  their  property  and 
families,  I  could  have  no  objedion  to  their  enquiring  previoufly  whether 
Wafliington  and  the  Congrcfs  would  grant  them  protedion  and  f^curity. 
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however,  may  witli   propriety  be  faid  to  have  been  private  let- 
ters, until  they  were  laid  before  this  Houfc.     The  knowledge  of 
the  approbation  they  contained  was   confined  within    his  Lord- 
(lilp's  bread  and   mine.     When  calumny  firft    became  bufy  with 
my  reputation,  I  could   have  wiflied  his   Lordihip's  fentiments 
more   generally    known; — though  it  would   not  perhaps    have 
become  me  to  have    obtruded  upon  the   world  thofe  official  de- 
clarations in  my  own  favour.    But   I  muft  ever  think  it  would 
have  been  an  ingenuous,    an   honourable,  and  a  liberal   part  in 
the  noble  Lord  to  have  avowed,  openly  in  Parliament,  the  appro- 
bation, which  it  is  to  be  prefumed  he  was  convinced  I  deferved, 
becaufe  he  had  advifed  the   King  to  beftow  it.     Such  a  condudt 
Would  have  flopped  the  current  of  ill-founded  accufations  againfl 
me.     Such  a  condudt  would  have  fecured  to  himfelf  the   confi- 
dence,  and    to  his    country   the    chearful  fervices,    of  future 
Generals. 

And  now.  Sir,  having  endeavoured  to  bring  before  you,  by 
the  mofl  impartial  quotations,  all  the  evidence  that  I  thought 
necefiary  to  collect  from  the  papers  on  your  table,  I  fhall  only 
remind  you,  that  the  Houfe  has  ordered  the  attendance  of  feveral 
of  the  moft  refpedlable  officers  who  ferved  in  Anierica  during 
my  command.  Their  teftimony  may  confirm  the  truth  of  the, 
fadls  I  have  advanced,  and  will  undoubtedly  explain  and  prove 
any  other  material  circumftances,  which  you  may  think  neceffary 
for  your  inveftigation. 

And,  Sir,  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  any  other  individual 
member,  fhall  have  any  charge  or  accufation  to  make  againfl  me, 
I  declare  myfelf  ready  and  willing  to  meet  it.  The  Committee 
is  open  for  the  reception  of  any  other  papers,  and  for  the  exa^- 
mination  of  any  other  witneffes.  My  only  wi(h  is,  that  every 
poffible  light  may  be  thrown  upon  every  part  of  my  condudt. 

I  move  that  Earl  Cornwallis  be  called  in.      • 
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OB  S  E  R V ATIONS 


UPON 


A    F  A  M  F  H  L  E  T^    e^c 


T'HfE'  Author   of    LbTTBRS-    TW  a    NoBft'EWAW,     upohi 
whofr  invidious-  ^ertionw  T-  mean-  td  make  ibme  obfer- 
vations^   opens^  hi&- pamphkt  againft  me   with  a'  com* 
psirifon  between  the  prefent  and  the  laft^  war  in  America. 

Without  meaning  to  depreciate  the  great  fervices  of  former 
Commanders,  Imufitdte  kave  to  fay,  that  the  two  wars,  with 
refjf)e<%  to  the  ftkte  of  the  country  of  America,  are  in  no  degree 
fimilar.  In  thelaftwar,  the  difficulties  arifing  from  the  ftrthgth 
of  thecouatry  were,,  for  the  moft  part. removed  by  the  friendly 
difpofi'tion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  always  exerted  themfelves  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  the  King's  army^,  and  to  fupply  them 
with  every -neceflary  and  accommodation. 

In  the  pfefent  war>.  thefe  circumftances  are  reverfed ;  and  yet 
the  author  attempts  to  purfiiade  his  reader,  that  "the  ftrength 
"  or  impracticability  of  America  is  loft  in  idea,  when  we  com*- 
"  pare  it  with  the  fcene  of  adtion  in  the  laft  American  war.** 

Beeaafe^the  Bntiih-  troops  were  always  fdperior  to  the  rebels^ 
ittadifcipliac,  and;  frequently  in  numbers,  he- is  unwilli»g  to 
aUowv  thfem  anyv  merit-  in  thc(  vi^orier  th^ '  obtained  j  for  hei 

d^ies^ 
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denies  that  they  had  ftrength   of  country   to  contend  agalnft. 

That  part  of  the  middle  colonies  (fays  he  page  2d)  which  has 
f*  been  the  fcene  of  the  late  military  operations,  cannot,  with 
"  the  leaft  propriety,   in  the  military  fenfe  of  the  words,  be 

called  uncommonly  flrong;  and  much  lefs  impra<fli- 
*«  cable." 

This  aflqrtion  is  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  opinions  of  Earl 
CornWallis,  Major  General  Grey,  and  every  inilitary  man  I  ever 
converfed  with  on  the  fubjedt,  who  have  been  eye-witneffes,  and 
ferving  in  this  war. 

Major-General  Grey's  evidence  upon  this  point  to  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  is  as  follows  :  ^ 

^  **  Is  not  the  country  in  general  fo  covered  with  wood, 
an<l  fo  favourable  to  ambufcades,  that  but  an  imperfedt  know- 
ledge of  it  can  be  obtained  by  reconnoitering  ?" 

A.  **  That  part  of  America,  where  I  have  been,  is  the 
.ftrongeft  country'  I  ever  was  in;  it  is  every  where  hilly,  and. 
covered  with  wood — interfered  by  ravines,  creeks,  and  marfliy 
grounds,  and  in  every  quarter  of  a  mile  is  a  poft  fitted  for 
ambufcades.  Little  or  no  knowledge  could  be  obtained' by 
reconnoitering." 

^  **  Do  you  know  any  country,  confidering  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  American  war,  fp  well  calculated  for  the  de- 
fenfive  ?"  ^ 

A.     **  My  anfwer  to  the  former  queftion  certainly  fhews,  that 
**  America  is,  of  all  countries,    the  befl:  calculated  for  the  de- 
fenfive.     Every  one  hundred  yards   might   be   difputed  j    at! 
leall  that  part  of  it  which  I  have  feen." 

I  fliall  now  proceed  with  my  remarks  upon  the  pamphlet,  page 
by  page. 
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Page  3(i.]  In  this  country ^  we  have  lately  feen  two  drniiest  one 
meditating  its  eonquejit  the  other  its  defence.  We  have  feen  the 
Britijh  army  penetrating  into  its  hearty  in  a  circuit  of  near  two 
hundred  miles  t  from  Long-ljland,  by  the  White  Plains  t  to  Trenton, 
and  frgm  the  Elk  Ferry  to  Philadelphia,  in  defiance  of  the  utmojl 

effort 
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efforts  of  an  enemy  perfeSily  acquainted  'with  every  advantageous 
fpot  of  ground  i  and  we  have  feen  that  army  takings  ivith  eafe, 
and  little  lofs^  every  Jlrong  poji  poffejfed  by  the  enemy ^  who  have 
always  Jled  at  its  approach. 

This  defcription  is  introduced  to  /hew  that  the  country  is  not 
very  Jirong  and  impradlic able.  But  it  only  proves,  that  the  Gene- 
rals, and  officers  commanding  the  feveral  corps,  were  indefati- 
gable in  their  duty,  and  furmounted  all  the  difficulties  of  coun- 
try which  they  met  with  in  thofe  marches.  The  author  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  pay  me  any  compliment.  The  commander  in 
Chief,  however,  will  befuppofed  to  have  had  fome  fharc  in  the 
merit  of  thefe  fuccefles — But  it  is  not  true,  that  the  enemy  always 
Jied  at  our  approach^  nor  that  we  took  all  their  ftrong  polls  with 
eafe  and  little  lofs.  They  fought  the  King's  army  on  Long- 
Illand  J  they  fuftained  the  attack  at  Fort  Wafhington  \  they  flood 
the  battle  of  Brandywine;  and  our  lofs  upon  thofe  occafions,. 
though  by  no  means  equal  to  theirs,  was  not  inconfiderable. 

Page  7, .  8,  Gfr.]    Thefe  pages  contain    a  differtation   upon  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  Ar/ierica*.      cit    u 

Much  might  be  faid  upon  the  ftate  of  loyalty,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  loyalty,  in  America.  Some  are  loyal  from  principle  ; 
many  from  in tereft;  many  from  refentmentj  many  wifti  for 
peace,  but  are  indifferent  which  fide  prevails ;  and  there  are 
others  who  wifh  fuccefs  to  Great-Britian,  from  a  recolledlion  of 
the  happinefs  they  enjoyed  under  her  government.  In  the  courfe 
of  thefe  remarks  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  treat  this  fubje^  more 
at  large. 

•■    ^  V  ■  ■        ■  -  ■  ' 

Page  8.]     NegleSi   and  inhuman  treatment   which  his  Majeftys 
faithful fubjeSis  received,    ,,       ,.      ;, 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  fpecies  of  negledl,  or  inhuman  - 
treatment,  is  here   meant.      Plundering  is  particularly  flated  in 
another  part  of  the  pamphlet,  and  fhall  be  there  anfwered.  Upon 
this  general  accufation,   however,    I  cannot  help  making  fome 
remarks,— I  am  contented  that  flridtures  fhould  be  made  upon  my 

.  piO' 
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profcifional  conduA  {  but  I  feel  myfelf  hurt  as  a  man,  when  I 
am  accufed  of  inhumanity. 

The  firft  diftrefies  to  the  Americans,  in  confequence  of  the 
rebellion,  commenced  in  Bofton ;  and  I  believe  it  impoffible  to 
give  one  inftance  of  inhumanity  towards  any  individual  in  that 
place.  The  utmoft  attention  was,  on  the  contrary,  extended, 
not  only  to  thofe  whofe  condudt  gave  them  a  claim  to  public 
protedtion,  but  to  all  who  made  even  the  flighteft  profeffions, 
praflumed  the  appearance,  of  loyalty.  It  is  upon  record  (Procla- 
mation of  28th  October,  1775)  that  their  fervicca  were  courted, 
by  recommending  a  defenlive  affociation,  and  that  arms  were 
offered  to  all,  who  would  declare  themielves  willing  to  contri-* 
bute  their  affiftance  in  the  prefervation  of  good  order  and  go- 
vernment within  the  town  of  Boflon:  tbofe,  who  enrolled  them» 
felves  upon  this  occafion,  were  fupplied  with  fuel  and  pfoyifioris 
equal  to  the  allowance  iffued  to  his  majefty's  troops.  A  ilmilar 
regard  was  continued  to  the  refugees  upon  the  evacuation  of 
Bofton  (when  the  army  was  in  the  moft  perilous  circumftances, 
as  well  from  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  as  of  tranfport  tonnage)  by 
carrying  to  Halifax  above  1100  men,  women,  a-nd  children, 
with  as  much  of  their  merchandife  and  effedls  as  could  be  re- 
moved. Does  this  treatment  come  undbr  the  deicription  of 
inhumanity  ?-^Thc  circumftances  I  have  mentioned  are  upon 
rcjcord  in,  my  letters  to  Lord  George  Germainf  of  the  2ift  o£ 
Marcli,  and  25th  of  April,  1776.      .    ..,.,. 

At  every  other  period  of  my^  commaittl  at  Ncw-York,  at  Phi- 
ladelpliia,  wa«  there  a  many  having-  a  juft-  claim  to  notice,  and' 
offering  hi^  adbive-  fervites,  who  was  not  employed?  Many  were 
provided  for  in  civil  departments  ;  many  received  pecuniary 
reliefs  y  nor  do  I  recolledt  a  refugee  (properly  recommended  to 
me)  who  was  not  offered  miRtary  fervice,  civil  emplo^wnent,. 
money,  provifions,  accommodations,  or  "fbme  mark  of  public 
attention.  It  is  true  that  I  particularly  diftinguifhed  (as  I  had 
a  right  to  do)  thofe  from  whom  1  had^reafon  to  expe(Sl  the  more 
cf%ntial-fervice*j  and  I  cotrfti^  that  I,  Ibmetimes  found'  mjjfelf 
the-dtipe-of  fuch- diftindtibn?. 
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Of  this  I  fliall  ftate  one  particular  iniiance.^—yQ/ef/j  Cfa/Io<way 
Efq.  (a  lawyer  by  profelTion)  had  been  formerly  Speaker  of  the 
Affcmbly  of  Pennfylvania.  This  gentleman,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  rebellion,  was  ele(a:ed  a  member  of  Coh^refs.  When  my 
Brother  and  I,  in  the  Character  of  his  Majefly's  Commiflioners  for 
reftoring  Peace,  publilhed  a  Proclamation  of  indemnity  for  all 
tholb  who  had  taken  part  in  the  rebellion,  provided  they  fhould 
furrender  themfelves,  iind  fubfcribe  a  declaration  of  allegiance, 
within  a  limited  time,  Mr.  Galloway  was  amongft  the  firft  wha 
came  over  to  us  from  Philadelphia.  This  was  in  the  month  of 
December,  1776,  when  our  great  fuccelTes  had  intimidated  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion,  and  nearly  induced  a  general  fubmillion. 
Notwithftanding  fo  favourable  a  profpeft  of  affairs,  1  confidered 
the  acquifition  of  Mr.  Galloway  as  a  matter  of  fome  Importance, 
becaufe  in  all  events  I  expeded  much  afliftance  from  a  gentleman 
of  his  abilities  and  reputed  influence  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania. This  expectation  will,  I  hope,  in  fome  degree  juftify 
my  liberality  towards  him.  I  allowed  him  at  the  rate  of  200I. 
fterling  per  annum  from  the  time  of  his  joining  the  army  until 
fie  could  beotherwife  provided  for.  When  we  had  taken  polTeffion  of 
!Philadelphia,  I  appointed  him  a  Magiftrate  of  the  police  of  that 
city,  with  a  falary  made  up  360I.  fterling  per  annum,  and  fix 
fhillings  a  day  more,  for  a  clerk.  I  alfo  appointed  him  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Port,  with  a  falary  of  twenty  fliillings  a  day, 
making  in  the  whole  upwards  of  770I.  fterling  per  annum.  Had 
his  popularity,  or  perfonal  influence  in  Pennfylvania,  been  as 
great  as  he  pretended  it  was,  I  fliould  not  have  thought  this 
money  ill  beftowed.  I  at  firft  paid  attention  to  his  opinions,  and 
relied  upon  him  for  procuring  me  fecret  intelligence  j  but  I 
afterwards  found  that  my  confidence  was  mifplaced.  His 
ideas,  I  difcovered,  to  be  vifionary,  and  his  intelligence  was 
too  frequently  either  ill  founded,  or  fo  much  exaggerated,  that 
it  would  have  been  unfafe  to  ad  upon  it.  Having  once  deted:e4 
him  in  fending  me  a  piece  of  intelligence  from  a  perfon,  who 
afterwards,  upon  examination,  gave  a  very  difterent  account  of 
the  matter,  I  immediately  changed  the  channel  of  fecret  commu- 
nication, and  in  future  confidered  Mr.  Galloway  as  a  nugatory 
informer.     I  continued  him,  however,  in  his  lucrative  offices  of 
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Magiftrate  of  the  police,  and  Superintendent  of  the  port,  in.  the 
duties  of  which  I  believe  he  was  not  deficient.  ,.         .• 

Pages  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27.]  7<6^  author  in  the/e  pages  fays, 
that  the  Britijh  army,  wherever  they  marched,  were  received  with 
every  mark  of  gladnefs,  and  particularly  in  Philadelphia — that  during 
our  poffefjion  of  Philadelphia  the  people  of  the  country,  at  the  rifque 
of  their  lives,  fupplied  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  confijiing  of  not  lefs  than  ^0,000  fouls,  with  every  kind  of 
provijion — that  they  refufed  thofe  fupplies  to  the  rebel  general,  rather 
than  be  the  injiruments  of  aiding  the  enemies  of  their  fovereign — that 
they  came  in  from  all  quarters  to  give  intelligence  of  thejlate  of  the 
enemy,  and  of  the  good  difpoftion  of  the  people  towards  government — 
that  many  thoufands  came  over  to  the  Britif}  troops  for  prote6iion, 
or  concealed  the mf elves  in  dijiant  provinces,  where  they  were  unknown; 
or  took  refuge  among  the  favages,  to  avoid  enteritig  into  the  war 
ii^ainji  their  fellow -fubjeSls  in  this  country,  and  at  the  fame  time 
thoufands  of  them  in  arms  as  \Q\\yntQQtsferved  in  their  behalf  without 
receiving  pay  or  clothings  .         ^  , 


u 


I  know  not,  nor  ever  heard,  that  the  Britifli  troops,  wherever 
they  marched,  and  particularly  in  Philadelphia,  were  received 
with  gladnefs,  except  by  the  Quakers,  and  a  very  few  other 
perfons.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,  there 
were  not  quite  4,500  male  inhabitants  between  eighteen  and 
fixty  years  of  age  remaining  in  that  city.  By  degrees  they  came 
in,  fome  to  get  pofleffion  of  their  houfes  and  effects  —fome  to  do 
us  all  the  mifchief  they  could,  by  fending  out  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  inveigling  the  troops  to  defert,  and  fmuggling  fuch  fup- 
plies for  Walhington's  army  as  could  not  be  purchafed  in  the 
country.  That  the  people  of  the  country  brought  in  frefh  pro- 
vifions  to  us,  and  refufed  fuch  fupplies,  as  much  as  they  dared, 
to  the  rebel  General,  is  certain ;  but  I  do  not  admit  that  this 
condudt  proceeded  from  the  motives  afcribed  to  it  by  the  author. 
The  people  of  the  country  had  no  opinion  of  the  value  of  Con- 
grefs  paper  money,  and  the  rebel  General  compelled  them  to  take 
that  in  payment  for  the  fupplies  he  collected.  But  they  knew 
they  fliould  receive  inftantly  hard  money  for  every  thing  they 
Ihould  bring  to  us ;  and  they  had  alfo  the  opportunity  of  carrying 
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back  with  them,  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,-  a  variety  of 
neceflary  articles,  that  could  only  be  had  in  thofe  places  which 
were  poffefled  by  the  Britifli  army  and  navy.  Thefe,  I  apprehend, 
were  the  real  motives  of  all  that  fort  of  aHiftance  which  we  pro- 
cured from  the  country  people.  The  author  fays  they  did  this 
at  the  rifque  of  their  lives.  There  was  in  fadt  that  appearance, 
and  I  regularly  fent  out  confiderable  detachments  to  protedt  the 
higrefs  and  regrefs  of  the  people  on  market  days  ;  but  I  always 
fufpedted  that  General  Walhington,  through  policy,  connived  at 
this  kind  of  commerce.  He  knew  that  neither  our  army  nor  our 
navy  were  ever  in  diftrefs  for  provifions :  he  knew  that  diftrefs, 
if  any,  would  fall  upon  the  inhabitants,  who  were  in  general 
his  friends :  he  knew  that  an  influx  of  gold  and  filver  was 
flrerigthening  his  country  in  a  moft  important  point ;  and  he 
knew  that  the  people,  whether  he  flibuld  conniw  at  the  pradice 
or  not,  would  carry  their  produce  wherever  they  could  get  gold 
and  filver  in  payment. 

.  Many  thoufands  (the  author  fays)  concealed  themfehes  in  dijiant 
provinces  where  they  were  unknown t  or  took  refuge  amongji  the 
favageSf  to  avoid  entering  into  the  war.  ; ,    .  ;  ^  -  . .  ? .    ,       ^ - 

If  by  this  he  means  (as  I  prefume  he  muft)  the  infurgents  of 
North  Carolina^  the  reader  w^ill  find  the  circumftances  refpediling 
them  related  in  a  fubfequent  remark. 

Many  thoufands  (he  fays)  came  oV£r  to  tke  Britijli  troops  for 
proteSiion. 

I  aver,  that  at  no  time  did  men  in  numbers  come  over  to 
the  Britifli  troops,  although  there  was  a  proipe<5t  of  that  hap- 
pening in  the  fpring  of  1778,  which  I  attributed  to  our  fucccfs 
in  taking,   and  retaining  pofTeflion  of,  Philadelphia. 

What  the  author  means  by  thoufands  of  volunteers  in  arms, 
without  receiving  pay  or  clothing,  I  know  not.  I  know  that  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  men  in  our  provincial  corps^  only  9. 
fmall  proportion  were  Americans.       ^  ^>{:    ;•  ^      '■    '■■ 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  army  in  Philadelphia,  Mr, 
Galloway  applied  to  me  for  permifiion  to  raife  a  troop  of  dragoons, 
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which  he  afliired  me  {lioiild  be  compofed  of  natives  of  America, 
and  c^'^f^)  from  the  county  of  Bucks  in  Pcnnfylvania,  where  he 
pretended  to  have  (for  he  certainly  had  not)  great  influence.  HiS' 
requcft  was  granted  ;  and  afterwards,  upon  examination,  it  turned 
out  that  very  few  of  the  men  he  did  raife  were  Americans, 

To  prove  my  opinion  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  the  author, 
in  a  note  (page  24)  quotes  a  paifagc  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  of 
September,   1776,  to  the   fecretary  of  ftate,  wherein  I  fay,  that 

the  inhabitants  of  Long-Ifland,  many  of  whom  /bad  be^n  forced 

into  the  rebellion^  have  ixWfubmittedi  and  are  ready  to  take  the 

oaths  of  allegiance." 

My  information,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Long-Ifland 
had  been  forced  into  the  rebellion,  came  from  the  Governor  of 
the  province ;  and  it  is  true,  that  after  our  fuccefs  theiie  the 
inhabitants  did  fiibmit;  but  it  appeared  in  the  fequelj,  that  their 
fubmiffion  proceeded  from  no  other  motive,  than  that  of  our 
fuccefs,  as  few  of  them  entered  into  the  battalions  then  railing 
upon  Long-Ifland.  The  wov^fubmitted,  in  my  letter,  implies  a 
degree  of  compulfion. 

The  author  (in  the  fame  note)  endeavouring  to  fliew,  that  I 
tl;iought  the  people  not  inclined  to  the  rebellion,  quotes  the 
following  words  in  my  public  letter  of  the  i  ath  of  February, 
1777.  **  They  (the  Rebel  States)  confcious  that  their  .whole. 
**  fliake  depends  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  next  campaign,  ufe 
**  every  compulfory  means  to  thofe  who  do  not  enter  voluntarily 
**  into  their  fervice."  He  alfo  quotes  my  letter  of  the  5th  of 
March,   1778,  to  the  like  eflfedt. 

The  compulfory  vieansy  to  which  I  faid  the  Rebel  States  were 
reduced,  was  in  fa<3:  the  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms.  The  Americans  would  not  voluntarily  enter  into  that 
army,  which,  whenever  it  met  ours,  was  almoft  certain  of  being 
defeated.  If  th(?averljon  which-  the  Americans  fhewed  to  entjer 
injto  the  rebel  army  proceeded  from  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign, 
wliy  4icl  not  that^  h^^Y  °^  5^9  "^c"»  which  the  author  aflferts  (but 
which  I  do  not  believe)  were,  in  September  1777,  difmiflTed,  by 
Geij^al  Walhipgton,  becaufe  they  were  too  muci^  attached  to 
■'   ■    ^\  V'-'-'    •      \  'y   '...'■  ^         ".'  :  'the 
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the  Britifli  government,  why  did  not  that  body,  when  fo  dif- 
miffed,  at  the  diftance  of  a  very  few  miles  from  our  army,, 
take  an  opportunity  of  offering  their  fervices  to  us  ? 


'»* 


Page  33.]  The  foot  and  cavalry  fent  over  to  America  amounted.- 
to  ^iy%\^  —  of  that  number  40,874  'were  under  the  command  of  Sir 
William  Howe, 

The  author  would  here  imprefs  the  reader  with  air  opinion, 
that  at  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Staten-Iflaud',  my  army 
amounted  to  40,874,  a»d  the  rebel  army  to  18,000,  militia  in- 
cluded. Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious  than  this  account-"—'— 
When  I  landed  upon  Staten-Ifland  I  had  under  my  immediate- 
command,  including  fick,  only  7,556  rank  and  file.  I  landed 
upon  l^ong-Ifland  with  between  15  and  16,000,  rank  and  file*, 
having  left  the  remainder  of  the  army  for  the  defence  of  State*^- , 
Iflandj  my  whole  force  at  that  time  confifled  of  20»i3i  rankand 
file,  of  which  1,677  were  fick. 

P^g^  34']  When  Sir  William  Howe  arrived  at  Staten-Iflandt> 
the  refaluiiowt:  of  Congrefst  recommending  independence  to  the  CQlonies^ 
Hmdfuji.  paffkdy.  C^c. 

The  Rebel  force  which  had  been  feduced  into  arms,  under  a  fre*-^ 
tence  of  obtaining  aredrefs  of  grievances »  did  not  amount  to  18,000 
men,  militia  included. 

Having  thus  before  us  the  number  of  troops  of  both  parties,  itts- 
neceffqryy  to  a  further  elucidation  of  the  truth,  to  take  a  comparative.^ 
view  of  the  real  force  of  each  in  the  military  balance. 

The  rebels,  from  the  beft  information  I  could  obtain,  hadthen^ 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  upwards  of  20,000— -they  were  called 
24,000 — I  mean  upon  Long-Ifland  and  York-Ifland  only,  ex- 
clufive  of  what  they  called  their  flying  camp  in  the  neighbour- 
hood (in  the  Jerfeys)  faid  to  confift^  of  8,000.  If  I  were  to 
follow  the  authar's  mode  of  computation  when  he  ftates  the 
number  of  men  under  nry  command,  I  fliould  fay,  and  froni 
better  authQi:ity,  that  General  Walhington  had  under  his  coiij- 
3  ^  '    .  Bland, 
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mand,  in  Afay  1776,  in  the  feveral  provinces,  an  army  of  80,300- 

Men  {ii).    .  ■■.   >.i  i  -    .. 


,  u *-•  •^    ii  k 


Page  35.]     T/je  rebel  army  were  negledied  in  their  healthy  and 
imdifciplined. 


■  \ 
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The  truth  is,  that  inflead  of  being  negleded  in  their  health, 
they  had  the  moft  eminent  of  the  faculty  in  America  to  attend 
them,  and  had  regular  eftabliflied  hofpitals.  With  regard  to 
their  difcipline,  tliey  had  as  good  ufe  of  fire-arms,  in  general,  as 
the  King's  troops,  great  pains  having  been  taken  to  train  their 
men  ever  fince  the  year  1774.   -" 


n  -  \    ../■ . 


Page  35.]  Amther  matter ^  which  has  long  been  a  quejiion  with 
the  publick,  ought  to  be  cleared  up — /  mean,  whether  the  General 
commanding  the  Britij)}  troops  has  been  confined  by  peremptory  in- 
Jh'udiionsy  which  weakened  his  operations,  and  obJiruBed  the  great 
defign  of  the  war — T^he  letters  of  the  American  Secretaries  of  State 
prove,  that  he  was  left  to  his  own  judgement  in  forming  and  exc' 
cuting  his  plans  in  every  injlancc,  except  one(d),  which  he  unfor- 
tunately negleSied,  and  by  that  negleSl facrifced  a  Britijh  army,  and^ 
involved  his  country  in  a  degree  of  difgrace  it  never  before  had 
experienced,  ■  .  ,      ^  -         \  \    -s      •;  -u^.  \„<v  .    o 

(d)  Thefe  infiruilions,  (the  author  fays}  were,  to  fuppert  the  northern  army,  and tt 
make  a  d'lverfion  in  its  favour  on  the  New-England  coaJiu-^Lord  George  Germain's 
letter, 'id  March,  1777. 

1   ne\'er  complained   of  being  confined   by   peremptory   in- 
ftrudtions.     My  operations  were  weakened,  and  the  great  defign 


(a)  A  Return  of  the  Rebel  Strength  in  May,  1776,  printed  at  New-Tori,  was  thus. 
'    "       "  •     •  '  .    .  ...  g  000  Continental.  ^     / 

12,000  Ditto.  *   •  ' 

,000  Militia.    -ODO,.' 


In  Canada,  on  the  lakes,  and  at  Albany 
At  New- York  and  Long-Ifland.       '»^''- 


In  Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania 
In  Virginia 

North -Carolina 

South-Carolina 
At  Bofton  -   ; 

^ot  then  Rationed.  « 


Total. 


ri2,c 

L   3,300  Jerfey  brigade. 

10,000  Flying  Camp,  ;      . 
*     8,000  Continental. '   ^-^  ' 

1,000  Ditto.  ^"^^' ''':,. 

4,000  Ditto.  "    ,    -.w*-  >,|ji 
2,000  Ditto.  ,  .  ,f 

20,000  M41itia. 

80,300 
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of  the  war  was  obftrufted,  by  a  want  of  fufficicnt  force,  as  I  have 
explained  at  large  in  my  Narrative.  The  author  here  quotes. 
Lord  George  Germain's  letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  1777,  ^®  ^°"" 
taining  inftrudtions  tofupport  the  northern  army^  although  in  fadt. 
it  makes  no  mention  whatfoever  of  that  army.  The  only  in- 
flrudions,  (if  they  can  be  fo  called)  which  I  ever  received  con- 
cerning the  northern  army,  are  contained  in  his  Lordfliip's  letter 
to  me  of  the  i8th  of  May  1777,  which  I  did  not  receive  till  the 
16th  of  Auguft,  when  I  was  up  Chefapeak-Bay — the  words  are 
thefej  *•  trufting  however  that  whatever  you  may  meditate,  it 
**  will  be  executed  in  time  for  you  to  co-operate  with  the  army 
"  ordered  to  proceed  from  Canada,  and  put  itfelf  under  your- 
**  command." — I  have  fpoken  to  this  in  my  Narrative  (page  24). 

In  tl"^  letter  of  the  3(i  of  March  (referred   to  by  the  author) 
I  am  inibrmed  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  opinion,  that    **  a  warm 
**  diverlion   upon  the  coafts  of  Maffachufett's-Bay   and   New- 
**  Hampfliire  would  not  only  impede  the  levies  for  the  conti- 
«*  nental  army,  but  tend  much  to  the  fecurity  of  our  trade," — 
and  Lord  Howe  and  I  are  ordered  to    "  take  tnis  matter  into  our 
**  ferious  confideration,    fo  far  as  my  intended  plan  (the  expe- 
**  dition  to  Pennfylvania)  will  admit."— Li  my  anfwer  to  Lord' 
George  Germain  of  the    d  of  June  following,  I  gave  my  reafons 
why  that  diverfion  could  not  be  made. — This  fubjedt  is  difcufledf 
in  my  Narrative  (page  12).  And  here  I  will  only,  farther  obferve,j 
that  the  diverlion  propofed,  in  Lord  George's  letter,  does  not  pro- 
fefs  to  have  any  reference  to  the  northern  army. 

'■  '.v^ ',  '  ■     *^  ■•■  \ 

'''"..■  *  • 

Page  36.]  The  Commander  in  Chief  never  began  his  operations, 
till  the  month  of  June,  A  part  of  that  tnonthy  and  the  whole  of 
April  and  May^  'when  the  feafon  is  moderate,  moji  proper  for  aSlion,. 
and  the  roads  are  good,  were  wantonly  wajied ;  while  a  variety  of 
the  mofi  cogent  motives  pointed  to  an  early  and  vigorous,  campaign.. 

I  have  the  opening  of  two  campaigns  to  account  for.. 

On  the  2d  of  July  1776  I  landed  at  Staten^Ifland,  from,  Hali- 
fax.  Our  operations  were  not  expedted  to  commence  before  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  England,  or  of  General  Clinton's  army 
from  Charles-Town.     General  Clinton-arwved  the  ifl  of  Auguft.. 
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The  Guards  and  Hcflians,  with  the  camp  equipage,  arrived  the 
1 2th  of  Auguft.  Nine  days  on^y  were  allotted  for  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  the  troops  after  the  great  length  of  time  tliey  had  been 
on  boaixl  their  traiifports,  and  foi  makiivg  all  necelTary  arrange- 
ments. We  landed  en  Long-Illand  the  22d  of  Auguft.  This 
was  the  opening  of  the  firft  campaign,  1776,  nor  could  it 
pofTibly  have  been  opened  fooner.  ,..,.. 

The  fecond  campaign  in  1777  is  next  to  be  accounted  for. — The 
expedition  to  Peek's-Kill  took  place  fo  early  as  the  22d  of  March. 
The  expedition  to  Danbury  on  the  23d  of  April.  The  camp 
equipage  for  the  army  did  not  arrive  till  the  24th  of  May.  Our 
operations  in  the  Jerleys  began  the  12th  of  June.  My  letters  t6 
the  Secretary  of  State  contain  fufficient  rcafons  why  thefe  opera- 
tions could  not  take  place  fooner. 

Page  37.]  Ift  thefe  nionths  (April  and  May)  the  rebel  army 
naas  always  reduced  to  its  iveakeji  Jiate. 

It  was  in  the  months  of  J^pril  and  May  that  recruits  for  the 
rebel  army  were  chiefly  procured,  who  never  could  join  it  befo?e  the 
month  offtme. 

They  recruited,  as  all  other  armies  do,  in  the  winter;  and 
their  levies  joined  them  early  in  fpring.  In  fummer  their  re- 
cruiting  parties  were  in  the  field. 

"Page  38.]     He  knew  that  dry  forage  was  much  more  hearty  food 

for  his  hor/'es  than  green;    that  he  might  have  carried  the  feme 

forage  with  him  for  a  time,  which  fujlained  him  in  their  quarters  i 

that  the  country  was  full  of  dry  forage  of  every  kind ;  and  that  he 

had  ever  obtained  it  when  he  flood  in  need  of  it,  whether  in  the  field 

or  in  his  quarters  (f) .        „,  .  . 

,  ■'    -  '  ■  ■  <    ,    •  ■  .  ■   ■  , 

(f)  Sir  TV.  H—'s  letter  ef  the  tjth  0/ yah.  1778.  Lord  CornwalUs  frocures 
•  from  the  country^  forage  ftijfficient  for  the  winter  confutnption.' 

We  had  not  forage  in  quarters,  nor  could  we  have  carried  any 
quantity  for  effential  fervice. 

His  reference  to  my  letter  of  I'^th  of  January,  1778,  is  of  a 
piece  with  the  reft  of  his  pcrfo;mancc.  The  forage  therein 
^  .  ,      fpoken 
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fpokcn  of  was  procured  in  the  nciglihouthood  of  PI  ilAlLlphi.i, 
nttlie  beginning  of  the  winter.  But  though  every  mcnns  was 
exerted,  we  could  not  procure  a  fuflicicnt  quantity  of  fonigCi 
and  wefliould  have  been  much  diftrcflcd  in  that  article,  if  Lord 
Howe  had  not  conveyed  to  us  a  confidcrablc  fupply  from  Rliodc- 
inand. 

But  what  connexion  is  there  between  the  ftate  of  forage  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  year  1778,  and  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
in  Jerfey  in  1777  ?  The  author  is  peculiarly  expert  in  anaclno- 
nifm,  and  has,  in  fome  inftances,  not  only  tranfpofed  dates,  but 
combined  the  circumftances  of  different  periods,  for  the  lake  of 
ftrengthening,  or  applying  them  to,  a  particular  point  of  time. 

*  Of  the  opening  of  the  campaign  1777,  I  have  already  fpokcn. 
It  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  fay  much  of  1778.— Very  early  in 
April  I  received  my  orders  to  return  home — The  conduct,  tliere- 
fore,  of  the  campaign  of  1778  was  .to  refl  upon  my  fuccclfor. 
The  army,  however,  was  not  indolent  or  difiipated in  that  interval. 
— In  the  month  of  March  I  detached  Colonel  Mawhood  to  make 
'^.  defccnt  on  the  coafl:  of  Jerfey.  He  defeated  the  force  colleded 
againft  him,  and  brought  off  a  large  and  feafonable  fupply  of 
forage. — Colonel  Abercrombie  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  furpriling, 
and  entirely  defeasing,  a  corps  of  near  a  thoufand  of  the  rebels, 
who  had  taken  poft  about  feventeen  miles  from  Philadelphia. 
This  fervice  was  performed  on  the  4th  of  May;  and  on  the  7th 
of  May  Major  Maitland,  with  Capt.  Henry  of  the  navy,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Delaware,  to  deilroy  the  rebel  fhips  and  veffels 
between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton,  an  enterprize  very  ably  con- 
ducted, and  effectually  executed. — Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  8  th,  and  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month  I 
refigned  to  him  the  command  of  the  army.  ,  . 

Page  38.]     He  faw  repeated  attempts  made    by  bodies  of  men  to 
form  themfelves  in  armsy  and  to  ajjijl  him  in  fupprefjing  the  Rebellion ,. 

The,only  attempt  of  this   kind  worth  mentioning  happened  in 

North-Carolina,  in  the  fpring  of  1776,  when,  it  was  abfolutely 

impoflible  forme  to  give  alliftance  to  the  infurredion.     The  plan 

was  concerted  between  a  fettlement  of  Highland  emigrants,  and 
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a  body  of  Americans  In  that  province,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Loyalifts.  They  engaged  to  obey  the  orders  of  Governor 
Martin,  who  propofed  they  fhould  operate  in  favour  of  the 
troops  from  Europe  under  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  Loyalifts 
promifed  5000,  the  Highlanders  700,  men.  The  former  in- 
fifted  upon  their  aflembling  immediately  j  the  latter  urged  the 
expediency  of  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  troops,  but 
yieldedlo  the  importunity  of  the  Loyalifts,  and  repaired  in  arms 
to  the  rendezvous,  ftronger  than  the  ftipulated  complement.  The 
Loyalifts,  inftead  of  5000,  did  not  affemble  a  twentieth  .part 
of  that  number,  and  two  companies  of  thefe  deferted,  upon  the 
near  approach  of  the  rebels.  The  Highlanders  flood  their 
ground,  and  fought  bravely,  but  being  overpowered,  were  de^ 
feated  with  confiderable  lofs,  and  fjwced  to  difperfe. 

Page,  38.]  Hefaw  many  of  the  inhabitants  Jined,  imprifonedr 
and  J'uffer  death  it/elf  on  account  of  their  loyalty  (g). 

(g)  SirTVtlliam  Howe's  letters  prove  the  truths  I  have  endeavottred  to  fupport. — In 
that  dated  the  %th  of  yurtjj  ilj^i  ^e  fays,  he  landed  his  troops  to  the  great  joy  of  a  tnofl 
faithful  and  loyal  people. — That  he  has  great  reafon  to  expeSl  a  numerous  body  of  the 
inhabitants  to  join  the  army  from  the  provinces  of  New-Tor k,- the  ferfys,  and  Con- 
fieJIicut ;  who,  in  this  time  of  univerfal  bpprejion,  only  wait  for  opportunities  to  ^ive 
proofs  of  their  loyalty  and  zeAlfor  government. 

The  letter,  which  the  author  here  quotes  as  dated  the  Sth  of 
June,  is  dated  the  7th  of  July,  1776,  from  Staten-Ifland.  The 
few  inhabitants  of  this  iplace  had  been  averfe  from  the  violent 
meafures  adopted  by  their  neighbours,  and  in  confequencc  ill- 
treated  by  the  people  of  Jerfey.  The  arrival  of  the  King's  troops 
relieved  them  from  future  apppehenfions ;  and  they  teftified  their 
loyalty  by  all  the  means  in  their  power.  They  furniflied  us  with 
frefti  provifions,  carriages,  horfes,  &c.  at  that  time,  therefore 
they  merited  the  defcription  Igave  them  in  my  letter.  But  it 
ftiould  be  remembered,  that  it  wns  only  the  people  of  Staten-. 
Ifland  I  fpoke  of.  The  campaign  not  having  begun,  1  could 
have  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  New- 
York,  the  Jerfeys,  or  Connedicut.  At  Sandy  Hook  I  had  met 
Governor  Tryon,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  who  had  taken 
refuge  on  board  fliip,  and  from  them  only  could  I  receive  infor- 
mation 
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mation  of  the  difpofitlon  of  the  people  of  thofe  provinces.— 
The  event  proved,  that  they  were  too  fanguine  in  their  ex- 
pedations. 

Page  39.]  jis  another  proof  of  my  opinion  of  the  great  loyalty  of 
the  Americans t  he  adds  in  a  note  the  following  quotation  from  my 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  zotb  Vec*   ly^t.  , 

*  The  chain  of  cantonments  is  rather  too  extenfivCy  but  I  ivas  in^ 
*  duced  to  occupy  Burlington,  to  cov^r  the  county  of  Monmouth,  ii> 
'  which  there  are  laany  loyal  inhabitants.' 

This  letter  was  written  before  the  affsiir  of  Trenton,  and  I 
could  have  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  fidelity  pf  thofe  who  c^nje 
in  to  us  from  Monmouth,;  but  I  wgs  foon  undeceived.  Many, 
very  many,  of  thefe  Loyalifts,  were  a  (hort  time  afterwards 
taken  in  arms  againft  us,  and  others  killed  with  my  protedlions 
in  their  pockets.  In  the  pockets  of  the  killed,  and  prifoners. 
were  alfo  found  certificates  of  thofe  very  men  haviag  fubfcribed 
a  declaration  of  allegianoe,  in  confequence  of  the  I'rocJamatiofl 
of  the  King's  Comniiflioners  for  a  general  indemnity. — Thefg 
are  notorious  fa<Sts.  ^    .       -.  .  >   ;.,    ^^  ,  .      t       , 

Page  39.]  And  yet,  contrary  to  thefe  proofs,  he,  with  many  of 
his  General  officers,  affeSted  to  believe  them,  and  have  f  nee  declared, 
that  the  people  of  that  country  were  almoji  unanimoujly  difaffeBed  to 
the  Crown.  Under  this  pretence  we  have  feen  him  decline  to  intrufi 
the  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeSls  with  arms,  or  to  make  ufe  of  the 
well-affeSted  force  in  the  colonies,  to  afjifl  him  in  reducing,  or  in 
defending,  afterreducedt  either  cities  or  provinces.,     >    .  ;,,       _  ,  J 

Various  offers  of  raifing  men  were  made  to  me,  nor  did  I  de- 
cline any  of  thofe  offers  that  brought  with  them  the  leaft  profpedl 
of  fuccefsj  but  I  muft  add,  that  very  few  of  them  were  fulfilled 
in  the  extent  propofed.        ,;:(;.:.       ',    \  _  ,    , 

Mr.  Oliver  Delancey^  who  was  reputed  to  be  the  mod  likely 
man  in  New-York,    to  induce   the  Loyalifts  of  that  province 
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to  join  the  King's  troops,  was  appointed  a  Brigadier-General, 
find  authoriied  to  raile  tnree  Battailons,  toconfiftof  1 500  privates^ 
placing  at  the  head  of  each  the  mod  refpedtable  charadters,  re- 
commended as  fuch  by  himfelf,  and  by  Governor  Tryon.  Every 
poflible  effort  was  ufed  by  thofe  gentlemen,  not  only  in  the 
diftridts  pofTefTed  by  the  King's  troops,  but  by  employing  per- 
lons  to  go  through  the  country,  and  invite  the  well-affedted  to 
come  in.  Several  of  the  officers  (as  I  have  fince  been  informed) 
anxious  to  complete  their  corps,  fought  for  recruits,  even  amorigft 
the  prifoners,  who  were  then  very  numerous,  and  ventured  to 
hold  out  to  them  the  temptations  of  pay,  liberty,  and  pardon. 
Notwithftanding  all  thefe  efforts  and  encouragements  :  notwith- 
ilanding  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  the  many  thoufands  Jiying 
over  to  the  Britijh  troops  for  proteSiion  (as  afTerted  by  the 
author)  Brigadier- General  Delancey,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign 1777,  inftead  of  1,500,  had  only  raifed  597.    ,     

Mr.  Coiirtland  Skinner^  who  was  acknowledged  to  poffefs  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  Jerfeys,  where  he  had  ferved  the  office 
of  Attorney- General  with  great  integrity  and  reputation,  was 
alfo  appointed  a  Brigadier-General,  and  authorifed  td  raife  five 
Battalions,  to  confifl  of  2,500  privates,  under  the  command 
of  gentlemen  of  the  country,  nominated  by  himfelf.  The 
fame  efforts  were  made  as  for  the  raifing  of  Delancey's  corpse 
but,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  1777^  Brigadier  General 
Skinner's  numbers  amounted  only  to  517,  towards  his  expe(ited 
five  Battalions  of  2,500. 

In  November,  1777,  Brigadier- General  Delancey's  corps  cn- 
creafed  to  693,  and  Brigadier-General  Skinner's  to  859. — In 
May,  1778  their  progrefs  was  fo  flow,  that  the  firfl  had  only  ad- 
vanced to  707,  the  latter  to  11 01. 

Several  other  corps  were  offered  to  be  raifed,  and  were 
acccped,  in  the  winter  of  1776*  making  in  the  whole 
thirteen,  to  confift  of  6,500  men,  including  tlie  Brigades 
of  Delancey  and  Skinner.  But  in  May,  1778,  the  whole 
number  in  all-  thefe  thirteen  corps  amounted  only  to 
3,609,  little  more  than  half  the  promifed  complement,  and  of 
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thefe  (as  I  have  before  obferved)  only  a  fmall  proportioa  were 
Americans. 

Upon  our   taking  pofleflion   of  Philadelphia,  the  fame,  and 
indeed  greater  encouragements  were  held  out   to   the   people  of 
Pennfylvania. — Mr.  William  Aliens    a  gentleman  who  was   fup- 
pofed   to  have   great  family    influence   in  that  province — Mr'» 
Chalmers^  much  refpedtcd  in  the  three  Lower    Counties  on  Dela- 
ware,  and    in   Maryland— and  Mr.    Clifton,    the   chief  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  perfuafion,  of  whom  there  were  faid  to  be  many 
in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  in  the  rebel  army,  ferving  againft  their 
inclinations :  Thefe  gentlemea  were  appointed  Commandants  of 
corps,    to   receive,    and  form  for  fervice,    all   the  well-affedtcd 
t-'VM   could  be  obtained — And   what  was   the    fuccefa  of  thefe 
efi-       '  In  May,   1778,  when  I  left  America,  Colonel  Allen  had 
ra '<  ;  only   152    rank  and     file — Colonel     Chalmers    336- — and 
Colonel  Clifton   180;    which,    together  with    three  Troops  of 
light  dragoons,  confifting  of  132-  troopers,  and  174  real  volun- 
teers from  Jerfey,    under  Colonel  Vandyke,    amounting  in  the 
whole  to  974  men,  conftituted  all  the   force  that  could  be   col- 
led:ed  in    Pennfylvania,    after  the  moft   indefatigable   exertions,, 
during  eight. months.. 

Page  39.]  When  be pafjed  through  New  Jerfey,  and  drove  the- 
panic  Jiruck  rebels  out  of  that  country,  nojiep  was  taken  to  embody 
and  arm  the  friends  of  government,  who  were-  r^ady  and  anxious 
to  be  employed,  in  difarming  the  difaffeSied,  in  rejioririg  the  provincif 
to  his  Majejlys  peace y  and  in  defending  it  when  the  army  fhould. 
proceed  in  its  othemeceffary  operations^ 

V  *     ■  -       I     -»  .  . 

I  never  heard,  before  of  the  readinefs  antianxiety  here  expref- 
fed — nor  could   I — for  that  part  of  New  Jerfey  through  which 
Earl  Cornwallis  marched,,  from  Fort  Lee  to  Trenton*  was  almoft 
deftitute  of  male  inhabitants,  a  few  excepted,  who  remained  to, 
fire,  from  behind,  buflies,  upon  the  King's  troops  as  theypafled.. 
The  idea  of  employing  people  of  thi-s  dcfcription,  in  difarming 
the  difaffeSied,  in  rejioring  the  province  to  peace,  and  in   defending 
//when  the  army  fliould  proceed  in  its   other  operations,,  is  too- 
glaringly  abfurd  to  deferve  farther  commenl* 
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[  54  1 
l*age  ^G.^  In  PhilaMphia  tvbere  a  militia  might  have  Been 
formed  fujicientt  with  the  a/jijiance  of  looo  regulars,  andit  fe'co 
veffels  of  ivaf,  to  hlinje  defeiided  it  againfi  any  force  that  could  have 
been,  brought  againji  it,  while  the  Britijh  army  was  operating  a^ainfe 
the  main  body  of  the  rebel  army,  there  was  the  fame  unpardonable 
otiiijion,  although  he  remained  in  that  city  near  nine  months. 

What  I  have  before  faid,  concerning  the  fuccefs  of  our  en- 
deavours to  raife  troops  at  Philadelphia,  might  be  deemed  a  fuf- 
iicient  anfwer  to  this  paragraph.  But  it  may  be  more  fatifadtory, 
fo  give  the  reader  an  exa<a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants 
remaining  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, and  Diftrifts  of  Southwark,  in  Odtober,  1777,  taken  from 
an  exad:  lift  made  out  in  the  feparate  wards,  under  the  dire<aion 
bi  Mr.  Galloway, 


^ales  under  18  years  of  age 
Ditto  above  18,  and  under  60 

Pemales  of  all  ages  - 


4941 

448  2 

Total  ttiales     9423 
12,344 


Total    21,767 


Whether  a  militia,  formed  from  the  above,  could  contribute 
to  the  defence  of  the  city,  is  fubmitted  j  and  to  make  the  con- 
cluiion  as  eafy  as  poffible,  I  fliall  ftate  a  very  ftrong  fadt,  to  fticw 
how  far  the  inhabitants  were  anxious  to  promote  the  King's  fer- 
vice,  even  without  carrying  arms. 

As  foon  as  we  were  in  polTeffion  of  Philadelphia,  my  intention 
was  to  fortify  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it  might  be  tenable 
by  a  fmall  number  of  men,  whilft  the  main  army  fhould  keep 
the  field,  and  a«9t  againft  General  Wafhington.  To  eftedtuate 
this  purpofe,  I  fent  orders  from  German  Town  to  the  chief 
Engineer,  to  confttudt  redoubts,  and  to  form  the  neCeffary  lines 
of  communication.  Thnt  the  work  might  be  expedited,  and 
the  laboiir  of  the  foldiers  fpared,  I,  lat  the  fame  time,  directed 
him  to  employ  the  inhabitants,    and  pay  them  8d.  per  diem, 

I  befides 
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1  befides  a  ration  of  fait  provifions  each,  without  which,  I  wa» 
convinced  they  could  not  have  been  perfuaded  to  have  worked 
at  all. 

Mr.  Gallonaayt  whom  I  had  prevloiafly  talked  with  upon  the 
fubjeft,  had  aflured  me  their  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding 
500  men  for  this  bufinefs;  and  Iprefumedhe  exerted  himfelf  to 
fulfil  the  expeftations  he  had  given  me.  But  v^ith  all  the 
afliduity  of  that  gentleman,  and  all  the  means  made  ufe  of  by 
the  chief  Engineer,  the  whole  number  that  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  handle  the  pick-axe  and  fpade,  for  the  conftru(ftion  of 
the  redoubts  and  abbatis,  aqiounted,  each  day,  upon  an  average, 
tono  more  than  between  feventy  and  eighty. 

Page  41.]     Did  he  take  one  Jlep  which  tended  to  reconcile  the 
■    people  to  his  Majejiys  interejls  and  government ;  or  to  bring  them 
;|  back  to  their  former  allegiance t   although  he  had  a  commij/ion  and 
'-^  inJiruBians  for  that  purpofe  ? 


I 


M 


Every  ftep  was  taken  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  the  meafures 
purfued  by  my  Brother  and  me,  in  the  execution  of  our  civil 
commiflion,  were  approved  by  the  JCing'sMinifter.  Ourinftruc- 
tions  hav£  not  yet  been  made  public,  and  therefore  it  would. he 
improper  to  difcufs  them  in  tliis  place.  1  . 

Page  41 .]  jilt  hough  he  faw  the  people  in  different  pm-ts  of  the 
country t  making  every  effort  in  their  power  to  ajijl  him;  yet  we 
find  in  all  his  proclamations y  an  ijijunSiion  on  them  to  remain  peace- 
ably in  their  habitations y  without  the  leaft  invitation  .to  take  up 
arms  in  behalf  of  the  Crowny  or  the  Jmalleji  intimationy  that  their 
affijiance  would  accord  with  his  wijhes.  ^n  injunSlion  which 
amount edy  in  effeSty  to  a  prohibition y  and  rendered  it  dangerous y  if 
not  unlawful,  for  them  to  a6l  otherwife,  becaufe  aJiriSi  obedience  to- 
it  was  the  only  condition,  upon  which'  he  prom  fed  them  his  Majejiys 
protediion.  .  •    - 

I  have  already  defcribed  the  efforts  and  ajijlance  of  the  people- 
in  different  parts  of  the  country 

'.'..:-  ^  Many. 
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Many  of  my  Proclamations  contained  Invitations  to  arms,  and 
promifes  of  large  encouragements.  The  author  here  perhaps 
meant  ,to  allude  to  one  particular  Declaration,  which  I  iffued 
when  the  army  landed  at  the  head  of  Elk.  I  fliall  fubjoin  a  copy 
of  that  declaration,  which  will  prove  how  invidioufly  he  has 
mif-quoted  it. 

As  to  his  fuggeftion,  that  the  conjundicm,  for  the  people  to  re- 
main peaceably  in  their  habitations,  amounted  to  a  prohibition 
againft  their  taking  up  arms  in  behalf  of  the  Crown,  and  ren- 
dered it  dangerous,  if  not  unlawful  for  them  to  do  fo,  becaufc 
■iiJiriSt  obedience  to  the  declaration  was  the  only  condition  upon  which 
I  promifcd  them  his  Mcijejlys  proteSliom  this  I  think,  is  a  quib- 
ble, which  would  never  have  entered  the  head  of  an  Englijlj 
Lawyer, 

As  this  Declaration  was  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  of  the  people  of  which  province  Mr,  Galloway  profeffed 
an  intimate  knowledge,  I  tonfulted  him  previoufly  upon  it; 
I  framed  it  agreeably  to  his  ideas j  when  written,  it  had  his  full 
approbation.  .;     .•■  .  .«  \  . 

Mr.  Galloway  allured  me,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  country  would  come  in  to  us.  Soon  after  our  landing, 
I  complained  to  him  of  my  difappointment  in  that  particular. — 
He  returned  for  anfwer,  that  the  people  were  not  fo  well  afFedled 
in  that  part  of  the  country  as  they  were  farther  on;  and  that 
I  (hould  find  them  more  and  more  loyal,  as  I  advanced  towards 
the  Capital  of  Pennfylvania.  This  information,  however,  proved 
equally  falfe.  Through  the  whole  march  of  the  army,  from  the 
Head  of  Elk  to  Philadelphia,  the  male  inhabitants,  fit  to  bear 
arms  (a  very  few  excepted)  had  deferted  their  dwellings,  and 
I  had  great  reafon  to  believe,  were  in  arms  againfi:  us.  The 
Quakers  were  the  only  people  againft  whom  I  entertained  no 
fufpicion. 


■in 
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[    57    ] 
DECLARATION. 

SIR  W'l/  "  M  HOWE,  regretting  the  calamities, 
to  which  man^  :"  hi  lajefty's  faithful  (n  J  jds  are  ftillexpofed, 
by  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  and  no  lefs  defirous  of  pro- 
tecting the  innocent,  than  determined  to  purfue  with  the  rigours 
of  war  all  thofe  ;  whom  his  Majefty's  forces,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
progrefs,  may  find  in  arms  againft  the  King,  doth  hereby  affure 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Penfylvania,  the 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  and  the  Counties  of  Maryland  on 
the  eaftern  (hore  of  Chefapeak  Bay,  that,  in  order  to  remove  any 
groundlefs  apprehenfions,  which  may  have  been  raifed,  of  their 
fufFering  by  depredations  of  the  army  under  his  command,  he 
hath  iffued  the  ftridteft  orders  to  the  troops,  for  the  prefervation 
of  regularity  and  good  difcipline ;  and  has  fignified,  that  the  mod 
exemplary  punifhment  fhall  be  inflidted  upon  thofe,  who  fliall 
dare  lo  plunder  the  property,  or  moleft  the  perfons,  of  any  of  his 
Majefty's  well-difpofed  fubjeds. 

Security  and  protection  are  likewife  extended  to  all  perfons, 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  who,  not  guilty  of  having  aflumed 
legiflative  or  judicial  authority,  may  have  adted  illegally  in  fub- 
ordinate  ftations,  and,  confcious  of  their  mifcondu<ft,  been  in- 
duced to  leave  their  dwellings,  provided  fuch  perfons  do  forth- 
with return,  and  remain  peaceably  at  their  ufual  places  of 
abode. 

Confidering  moreover,  that  many  officers  and  private  men  now 
aiftually  in  arms  againft  his  Majefty,  may  be  willing  to  relinquish 
the  part  they  have  taken  in  this  rebellion,  and  return  to  th'^lr 
due  allegiance :  Sir  William  Howe  doth,  therefore,  promifc  a  free 
and  general  pardon  to  all  fuch  officers  and  private  men,  as  (hall 
voluntarily  come,  and  furrender  themfelves,  to  any  detachment  of 
his  Majefty's  Forces,  before  the  day  on  which  it  fliall  be  notified, 
that  the  faid  indulgence  is  to  be  difcontinued. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  at  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army, 
the  27th  Day  of  Auguft,  1777. 

,  .  W.  HOWE. 

I  Page  42.] 
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Page  42.]  T/jou/ands  came  in  whereter  the  army  marched,  and 
took  the  oath,  but  the  Royal  Faith,  pledged  for  their  fafety,  was 
Jhamefully  violated.  The  unhappy  people,  injiead  of  receiving  the 
proteSfion  promifed,  were  plundered  by  the  foldiery,  Their  wives 
and  daughters  were  violently  polluted  by  the  lujlful  brutality  of  the 
lowejl  of  mankind',  and  friends  and  foes  indifcriminately  met  with 
the  fame  barbarian  treatment. 

If  the  Britijh  General  was  indolent  and  neglediful  in  putting  a  flop 
to  thefe  cruelties,  the  rebel  commander  and  the  new  fates  were  not 
fo  in  converting  them  to  their  own  benefit.  Every  pojjible  advantage 
was  taken  of  thefe  enormities  (h).  Affidavits  were  taken  of  t he- 
plunder,  and  of  every  rape.  They  were  publijhed  in  all  their  newf- 
papers,  to  irritate  and  enrage  the  people  againjl  his  Majejiy  and  the 
Britijh  nation.  The  Britif}  foldiers  were  reprefented  as  a  race  of 
.  men  more  inhuman  than  favages.  By  thefe  means,  the  minds  of 
many  were  turned  againjl  the  Britijh  government,  and  many  in 
defperation  joined  the  rebel  army.  The  force  of  the  rebels  was  in- 
creafed,  the  Britijh  weakened,  and  the  humanity  and  glory  of  Britons 
received  a  difgraceful  tarnijh,  which  time  can  never  efface. 

This  is  a  rhapfody  calculated,  alternately  to  freeze  and  fre  the 
blood  of  the  indignant  reader,  and  my  humanity,  as  well  as  my 
honour,  is  concerned  in  the  refutation  of  its  falfehood. 

It  may  be  remembered  that,  when  this  country  began  to  grow 
impatient  under  the  long  continuance  of  the  American  war, 
(with  a  fpeedy  termination  of  which  the  people  had  been  re- 
peatedly flattered,  notwithftanding  the  contrary  affurances  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  poiTefTed  of  from  me)  the  moft  illiberal 
and  unceafing  attempts  were  made,  to  divert  the  publick  odium 
from  the  Minifter  to  the  General.  One  of  the  principal  allega- 
tions againft  him,  and  againft  his  Brother  alfo,  was,  that  they 
were  too  lenient,  two  difcriminate  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
America.  Severity,  in  its  moft  favage  extent,  was  held  to  be 
the  only  means  of  quelling  the  rebellion.  The  fufl?erings,  ev.en 
of  the  innocent,  were  to  operate  in  our  favour,  by  rendering 
them  weary  of  the  conteft,  and  by  exciting  the  multitude  to  fub- 
miflion.      Such   was  the  language  of  thofe    tiipes.     But  Major 

General 


t    59    ] 

General  Grey,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
depofed,  "  that  he  never  faw  any  degree  of  lenity  (hewn  to  the 
"  Americans,  but  what  was  highly  proper,  and  much  to  the 
**  honour  of  the  General  and  the  Britifli  army." — The  imputa- 
tion of  improper  lenity  having  thus  loft  its  weight,  the  charge 
is  fuddenly  reverfed.— Aftf/or  General  Robertjbn  and  Mr. 
Galloway  are  brought  to  fay,  that  the  inhabitants  were  plundered 
by  the  King's  army,  and  (the  enquiry  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
being  haftily  clofed,  fo  as  to  exclude  the  farther  examination  of 
witneffes  on  my  part,  who  could  have  counterbalanced  the  weight 
of  thefe  and  other  allegations)  the  author  of  letters  to  a  nobleman 
is  inftigated  to  alledge,  that  no  lenity  at  all  was  (hewn  towards 
the  people  of  America;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  every  fpecies 
of  cruelty,  at  which  the  human  mind  revolts,  was  countenanced 
and  encouraged. 

General  Robert/on  fays,  that  the  troops,  as  they  pafled 
through  the  Jerfeys,  plundered  the  inhabitants;  but  he  alfo 
confeiles,  that  the  commander  in  chief  gave  orders  againjl  it 
repeatedly,  and  he  might  have  added,  that  Earl  Cornwallis, 
wno  commanded  the  army  when  they  pafled  through  the  }Qx{t.ys, 
«xerted  himfelf  to  prevent  that,  and  every  other  irregularity. 
Even  Mr.  Galloway,  who  in  his  evidence  aflerts  that  plunder 
was  committed,  acknowledges  at  the  fame  time,  that  upon  a 
memorial  being  prefented,  relative  to  the  plunder  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Madeira  wine,  (which  was  one  of  the  moft  flagrant  in- 
ftances)  the  matter  was  duly  enquired  into,  and  fettled.  <■ 

The  author  of  letters  to  a  nobleman  well  knows,  that  my 
general  Orders,  and  my  Proclamations,  againft  plundering,  were 
inceflant;  and  in  my  confcience  I  believe,  there  never  was  lefs 
plundering,  nor  fewer  enormities  committed  by  any  army,  in  the 
field,  and  where  the  inhabitants  were  in  arms  againft  the  troops, 
<han  by  that  army  which  I  had  the  honour  to  command.  With 
regard  to  the  pollution  of  wives  and  daughters  by  the  lujiful 
brutality  of  the  loweji  of  mankind,  I  declare,  that  I  do  not 
recoiled:  to  have  ever  heard  of  more  than  one  rape  imputed  to 
the  foldiery,  and  that  was  faid  to  have  been  committed  in  Chefter 
county,  in  the  province  of  New- York.  The  criminal  was 
^      "    ,  I  2  fecuredy 
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Secured;    an  enquiry  immediately   took  place;  but  the  accufc 
refufed  to  profecute. 

It  may  be  true  (as  the  author  aflerts)  that  the  Leaders  of  the 
rebellion  circulated  accounts  of  Britifli  barbarity  in  their  newf- 
papers.  To  irritate  the  Inhabitants  againft  the  King's  authority 
and  government  was  an  invariable  part  of  their  fyflem.  The 
newfpapers  of  America,  like  thofe  of  other  countries,  are  the 
vehicles  of  invention  and  calumny,  in  fupport  of  party.  But  if 
fuch  accounts  had  been  founded  in  truth,  complaints  from  the 
perfons,  or  families  injured,  would  probably  have  reached  me; 
as  they  did  not,,  I  am  perfuaded  the  accounts  were  falfe. 

That  irregularities  will  fometimes  be  committed  by  a  numerous 
army  cannot  be  denied.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that,  circum- 
ftances  confidered,  they  were  few,  and  not  of  an  enormous  nature ; 
that  every  means  was  ufed  to  prevent  them;  and  the  delinquents 
when  convided,  always  puniflied  in  proportion  to  the  offence. 

Page  43.]  The  fufferlng  of  the  foldicrs  to  plunder ^  and  commit 
other  outrages^  icas  a  dangerous  relaxation  of  difcipline.  It  ren- 
dered them  avaritious,  negleSlful  of  their  duty^  and  difobedient  to. 
command.  ,  * 

That  the  King's  troops  in  America  wore  relaxed  in  difcipline,. 
negligent  of  their  duty  and  fyftematically  difobedient  to  com- 
mand, are  allegations  perfectly  new,  and,  I  will  add,  fcandaloufly 
falfe,  refledting,  without  fhadow  of  proof,  upon  the  honour  and 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  who  ferved  with  me  in  that  army. 

Page  45.]  If  near  20,000  men,  afijled  by  the  Britijh  fleet  were 
necejjary  to  carry  on  the  operations  in  Penfyhania,  a  country  which 
he  acknowledges  to  be  in  general  well  affeSted  to  government y  he  muft 
certainly  know,  that  one  third  of  that  number  were  n§tfuflicient  to 
oppofe  the  united  force  of  the  five  mofl  difaffeSied  of  all  the  revolted' 
colonies, 

.    '.  -■      ....-i    -  ■  .     '         ^  '..    .    ■  .  .    -     ■  .  "■• 

He  mifreprefents  the  numbers  of  the  fouthern  army:  They 
amounted  to  13,799  rank  and  file  including  the  Britifli,  foreign, 
and  provin9ial  force.     I  have   acknowledged,  that  /  was  inforjsied 
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the  country  of  Pennfylvania  was  in  general  wellaffedted.  I 
received  fuch  information  principally  from  Mr,  Galloway^  who 
was  a  flrong  advocate  for  the  expedition  into  that  province. 

Page  45.]  He  could  not  have  taken  a  more  effeSlual  fep  to  fa^ 
erifce  the  northern  army,  than  that  of  carrying  his  whole  force  to 
the  fouthwardt  without  levingaacorps  fufficient  to  make  adiverfion 
in  its  favour,      •  •:    •.:  %  ■■  -    ••: 

This  is  a  very  grofs  mifreprefentation.  So  far  from  carrying 
my  whole  force  to  the  fouthward,  I  left  at  New- York  about 
8,500  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty.  I  do  not  include  the  fick  and 
convalefcents  of  thofe  corps,  nor  of  the  fouthern  army,  which 
together  amounted  to  more  than  3,000  men.  With  that  force 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  did  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  northern 
army.  But!  (hall  ever  infift,  and  I  am  fupported  by  evidence 
in  infifting,  that  the  fouthern  expedition,  by  drawing  off  General 
Wafliington  and  his  whole  force,  was  the  ftrongeft  diverfion  that 
could  have  been  made.  This  fubjedt  is  fully  difcufled  in  my 
Narrative  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (page  20)  and  Major 
General  Grey's  evidence  is  as  follows : ; 

■  . ■  .    "'      ■'' ;•  ^-  ' 

^  **  Did  not  the  expedition  to  Philadelphia  prove  a  powerful 
**  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  northern  army  ?" 

A.  **  I  think ,  a  fl:ronger,  or  more  folid  diverfion  could  not 
•«  have  been  made,  than  that  of  drawing  General  Wafhing- 
**  ton,  and  the  whole  continental  army,  near  three  hundred 
*'  miles  ofl^." 

^     **  Whether  the  moft  probable  motive,    to  have  obliged 
General  Wafliington  to  come  to  a  general  engagement,  was 
not  the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia;  I  mean,  was  there  any 
other    probable    objedt    that    would    have    drawn    General- 
Wafliington  to  an  engagement  ? 

a:  **  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  one  objedl,  which  would 
have  atempted  General  Wafliington  to  rifle  a  general  adion,  fa 
much  as  the  fear  of  lofing  the  Capital  of  Pennfylvania." 
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^  "  Was  there  any  probability  of  bringing  the  war  In 
America  to  a  termination  that  campaign,  without  forcing 
General  Washington  to  an  engagement  ?" 

A.     "  Certainly  not." 

^  **  Whether,  if  Mr.  Wafliington  had  his  choice,  with 
refpedl  to  the  direction  of  Sir  William  Howe's  army,  he  would 
have  wifhed  him  to  have  gone  up  the  Hudfon's  river,  or  to 
Philadelphia?" 

A.  **  With  the  force  that  Sir  William  Howe  had  under  his 
command  I  think,  if  General  Wafhington  had  a  wiOi,  it  was 
for  him  to  have  gone  up  the  North  river." 


Page  46.]  Why  wu.  fo  high-Jpirited  an  army  taken  from  the 
Jigbt  of  an  enemy  of  not  half  its  force  ^  put  on  board  a  fleet  t  and 
expofed  to  all  the  accidents  and  dangers  of  the  ocean,  ficc. 

My  reafons  for  going  by  Tea  are  fully  fet  forth  in  my  Narrative 
(page  16). 

Page  46.]  And  why,  when  Philadelphia  was  his  objeSl,  after  he 
had  experienced  the  oppofltion  of  the  trade  wind,  did  he  obflinately 
}erflfl  in  his  circuitous  route,  6cc, 

My  reafons  for  going  the  circuitous  route  by  Chefapeak-Bay 
arc  alfo  given  in  my  Narrative,  and  they  are  fully  confirmed  and 
juftified  by  the  depofition  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  I  have  given  in  a  fubfequeni 
remark. 

Page  47..]  In  the  midft  of  viSlory  the  ardour  of  his  troops  was 
fupprefed. 

I  fuppofe  the  author  here  alludes  to  my  conduct  near  the  Lines 
of  Brooklyn,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1776.  As  this  v/as  much 
fcrutinized  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  ihall  fairly  infcrt  the 
evidence  upon  the  fubjeiSt. 
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Examination  3/"  Earl  Cornwallis. 

5,     **  Did  your  Lordfhip  fee  the  enemy's  Lines  at  Brooklyn, 
'  during  the  adlion  of  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1776  ?" 

A.    "  I  did  not  fee  them  on  that  day  with  any  acc.racyj  I 
''  was  on  the  left  with  the  fecond  Battalion  of  grenadiers,  and 

■  could  form  no  judgement." 

^     **  From  the  knowledge  you  had  of  thcfe  Lines  after    .  e 
adion,  would  it  have  been  a  prudent  meafure  to  have  afTaiiad 
'  thofe  works,  on  that  day?" 

j1.  "  I  apprehend  the  latter  part  of  that  qucflion  is  matter 
of  opinion  j  I  never  did  hear  it  fuggefted  by  any  one,  tliat 
thofe  Lines  could  have  been  carried  by  affault." 

third  Day  s  Examination  of  Major  General  RcnERTsoN. 

^     "  From  the  circumftanccs  of  the  purfuit  of  the  27th  of 

■  Auguft,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  rebels  retreated,  do  you 
*  apprehend  the  Lines  of  Brooklyn  might  have  been  ftormed  ?" 


A.  **  There  was  a  ridge  of  height'^  feparated  us  from  the 
rebels;  the  rebels  had  polTefllon  of  th:ir;,  and  it  would  have 
been  very  difficult  to  have  forced  them;  General  How^e,  by 
making  a  march  in  the  night,  got  the  better  of  the  difficulty; 
we  got  near  the  rebel  camp  without  their  perceiving  us. 
General  Howe  put  himfclf  af  tlie  head  of  the  troops^  and 
pufhed  in  between  the  heights  and  the  rebel  Lines;  by  this 
move  we  got  2000  prif^ncrs  Some  of  the  troops  were  going 
to  ftorm  the  Lines;  General  Howe  thought  proper  to  order 
them  back."  ■ 

^  **  Do  you  apprehend,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  rebels 
fled  to  the  Lines,  and  in  which  that  part  of  our  army  purlued 
'*  them,  that,  if  our  troops  had  not  been  called  back,  they 
**  would  have  ftormed  the  Lines,   and  carried  them  ?" 

ji.     **  I  did  not  myfelf  know  the  ftrength  of  the  Lines,  nor  do  • 
"  I  believe  General  Howe  did  at  that  time.     I  have  heard. fince, 
"  that  the  Lines  were  v/eakly  manned;  and  that  Putnam,  who. 
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[  64  ] 

hiid  the  command  there  of  7000  men,  had  detached  all  to  the 
heights  but  300 ;  but  this  was  a  circumftance  known  to 
nobody  at  the  time,  it  was  a  circumftance  General  Howe 
could  not  poflibly  know,  and  I  did  not  myfelf,  at  that  time, 
think,  that  ftorming  them  would  have  been  a  proper  meafure." 

^     "  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  William  Howe  took  imme- 
**  diatecare  to  follow  the  enemy,  as  foon  as  he  was   informed 
of  their   evacuating  the  Lines  ?" 
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j4.  **  Sir  William  Howe  was  always  alert.  I  fent  my  Aid- 
de-camp  to  head-quarters,  to  give  notice  that  my  Brigade  was 
ready  to  march ;  when  he  returned  Sir  William  Howe  was 
gone  out,  I  apprehend,  to  head  fome  part  of  the  army." 

^  **  On  what  do  you  found  your  opinion,  that  Sir  William 
Howe  could  not  be  a  judge  of  the  force  of  the  enemy's  lines 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft  ?" 

A.  "  I  marched  at  the  head  of  my  Brigade  to  a  place  near 
the  enemy's  Lines  j  I  went  to  the  lituation  where  I  thought  I 
^ould  fee  them  beft  from,  without  leaving  my  Brigade  far;  and 
I  could  not  make  any  judgement  of  the  flrength  of  the  enemy's 
Lines,  from  any  place  I  could  fee  them :  This  made  me  wi(h 
that  the  grenadiers  would  not  go  on,  and  pleafed  to  think 
that  my  ideas  correfpond  with  Sir  William  Howe's,  I 
imagined  that  the  General  called  back  the  troops,  becaufehe 
was  unable  to  form  ajuft  eftimate  of  the  force  of  the  Lines." 


Pagers.]  uft  Brunfwkkf  in  December,  iyj6t  Lord  Cornwdllis 
•was  upon  the  heels  of  the  enemy. — The  deJiruSiion  of  a  bridge  over 
theRariton  faved  them — only  for  a  few  hours. — Their  further fecurity 
ivas  owing  to  the  orders  received  by  that  nobleman  to  halt  at 
Brunfjoick. 

The  Rariion  is  fordable  in  that  place,  at  every  recefsof  the  tide  i-^ 
and  had  the  noble  General  been  free  to  a6l  at  his  own  difcretion, 
he  might,  and  no  doubt  would,  have  purfued  his  enfeebled  and 
panic-Jlruck  enemy  to  the  Delaware,  over  which  they  never  could 
have  pajfed,  without  falling  into  his  hands^ 
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Inanfwertothefeaffertions,  I  believe,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
oppofe  the  evidence  of  Earl  Cornwallis.  i      .    *<  .     

^  "  Would  it  have  been  prudent,  to  have  purfued  the 
**  enemy  from  Brunfwic,  with  the  part  of  your  Lordfhip's  corps, 
"  which  iirft  reached  that  place?" 

A.  "As  my  conduft  in  America  forms  no  part  of  the  pre- 
**  fent  enquiry  I  certainly  do  not  think  myfelf,  at  prefent,  ac- 
"  countable  to  this  Houfe  for  any  action  of  my  own.  I  am 
**  however,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  free  to  fay,  that  I  could  not 
"  have  purfued  the  enemy  from  Brunfwic,  with  any  profpedt  of 
"  material  advantage,  or,  without  greatly  diftreffing  the  troops 
**  under  my  command." 

^     "  In  what  refpedl,  w.ould  the  purfuitof  the  enemy  from 
Brunfwic,  have  diftrefled  the  troops  under  your  command?" 

A.  **  We  arrived  at  Brunfwic  the  night  of  the  firft  of  De- 
cember. We  had  marched  that  day  twenty  miles,  through 
exceeding  bad  roads.  We  fubfifted  only  on  the  flour  we  found 
in  the  country;  and  as  the  troops  had  been  conftantly  march- 
ing, ever  fmce  their  firft  entrance  into  the  Jerfeys,  they  had  no 
time  to  bake  their  flour ;  the  artillery  horfes,  and  baggage  horfes 
of  the  army  were  quite  tired;  that  fufiiciently  proves,  that  we  were 
not  in  a  good  condition  to  undertake  a  long  march.  The  bridge 
over  the  Rariton  was  broken,  which  caufed  a  neceflTary  delay 
of  one  day.  If  the  enemy  could  not  have  pafl'ed  at  Trenton, 
they  might  have  marched  down  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Delaware. 
What  I  have  faid,  I  believe  is  fuflScient  to  prove,  that  we 
could  not  reap  any  confiderable  advantage  from  fuch  purfuit," 

^     ««  Were  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  your  Lordihip, 
?^a  4{  iji  a  condition  to  have  marched  before  the  6th  ?" 

j4.     *'  .The  troops  would  have  been  fo  undoubtedly." 

^     "  What  was  the  impediment  to  purfuing  the  march  from 

"  Brunfwic;  as  your  Lordfliip  fays  the  troops  were  undoubtedly 

"  able,  before  the  6th?" 

^'' 
A,     "  As  the  enemy  had  fo  much  the  ftart  of  us,  I  do  not  fee 

"  there  was  any  great  objed  for  the  march.     We  wanted  re-in- 
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fofcement,  in  order  to  leave  troops  for  the  communication 
between  Brunfwic  and  Amboy.  It  was  lilccwife  neceflary,  to 
pay  fome  attention  to  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  thea 
pamng  tlie  north  river,  under  General  Lee." 

^  "  Did  you  flop  at  Brunfwic,  from  the  ift  to  the  6th,  in 
confequence  of  orders  ?" 

A.  **  lunderftaod  it  to  be  the  General'^  directions,  that  J 
(houldhalt  at  firunfwicj  but  had  I  feen,  that  I  could  have 
ftruck  a  material  ftroke,  by  moving  forward,  I  oectainly  fhould 
have  taken  it  upon  me  to  have  done  it." 


Page  48.]  At  Brunfwic  the  Brit ijh  army  halted  near  a  week. 
Wajhingtonsy  conjijling  of  3000  meny  lay  at  Prince-town,  fev^nteen 
miles — and  at  Trenton  on  the  Delaware^  twenty-nine  miles  diflarit, 
with  all  his  heavy  cannon  and  baggage.  -.^ 

The  reafons  for   halting  at   Brunfwic  are  ftated  above  by  Earl 

Cornvvallis.  .     •  :    • 

Wafliington's  force,  at  this  time,  confifted  of  6000  men,  ex- 
clufive  of  Lee's  corps  of  4000.  General  Wafliington  loft  no 
time,  in  crofling  his  artillery  and  baggage  over  the  Delaware  at 
Trenton,  before  we  could  move  from  Brunfwic.  He  alfo  croli'ed 
part  of  his  troops,  keeping. a  corps  on  the  eaft  Ude  to  obferve  our 
motions. 

Page  49.]  On  the  yth  of  December ,  the  army  marched  from 
Brunfisic  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  arrived  at  Prince- 
Town  in   the  afternoon  about  the  fame  hour. 

The  troops  of  tlie  left  column  were  not  in  their  cantonments, 

in  the  evening  of  the  march   to  Prince-Town,  until  alter   dark, 

andthofeof  the  right  column,  not  until  fome  hours  after  dark. 

Earl  Cornwallis  (that. his   march  might  .be  impeded  as  littje  as 

.poflible)  left  his  tents  behind  him. 

Page  49 #]  He  waited  at  Prince-Town  fevcnteen  hours y  marched 
at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  ard  arrived  at  Trenton 
-  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  ..    .  •       ' 

•^  The 
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The  caufe  of  not  marching  earlier  the  following  day  was,  th^t 
the  enemy  had  broken  down  a  bridge,  which  could  not  be  fooncr 
repaired,  and  rendered  fit  for  the  paffage  of  artillery,  6cc. 

Page  50.]  Every  one  expeSied,  that  he  naould  pafs  that  river 
fthe  Delaware  J  as  it  is  fo  eajily  pra£Hcabkt  and  as  itiniijihave 
ieenfollo'wed  by  the  greatejl  advantages. 

To  this  alfolfhaii  oppofe  the  evidence  of  EarlCornwallis, 
viz. 

^  "  Was  there  any  movement  madeinthe  purfuit  of  the 
"  enemy  to  Trenton,  with  a  defign  to  crofs  the  Delaware  at  that 
«  timer 

A.  "  the  niffht  that  the  General  arrived  at  Trenton,  he  de- 
"  tached  me,  with  a  confiderable  corps  of  troops,  from  Maiden- 
**  head  to  Coriel's-Ferfy,  where  we  had  fome  hopes,  from 
**  previous  meafures  taken  by  the  General,  that  we  fliould  have 
**  found  boats  to  crofs  the  river.     Our  expectations  were  difap- 

pointcd,  and  we  fottnd  no  boats." 


<( 
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^     "  Whether  the  dxecution  of  that  meafure  (crofilnjj  the 
Delaware)  was  pradticable  at  that  time  ?" 

A,  **  As  the  Delaware  was  not  fordable,  land  we  could  get 
"  no  boats,  it  was  certainly  impradticable,  aslhave  faid." 

Page  51.]  the  General  having  refolved  not  to  crofs  the  Dela- 
nvare,  began  to  form  his  winter  cantonments.  In  this  injiance^  he 
difcovered  no  more  military  judgment  than  he  had  JJoeioii  vigor  in 
purfuing  his  enemy.  He  Jcattered  and  extended  them  from  Bur- 
lington to  New-Torkf  a  fpace  of  almojl  ninety  miles ;  dividing  his 
force  into  fmall  dijiant  parties,  liable  to  be  cut  off  bj  the  enemy y  one 
after  another,  with  eafe.  But  this  was  not  the  moji  cenfurable  part 
of  his  conduB :  the  frontier  pojls,  or  thofe  neareji  to  the  enemy 
were  eofnmitted  to  the  command  of  foreigners,  who  could  not  under- 
Jland  the  language  of  the  country. 

I  havefpoken  fully  upon  this  fubj  eft  in  my  Narrative;  but,  as 
a  farther  j unification,  I  fliall  here  add  the  teftimony  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  viz. 

K  2  ^,     "  For 
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^  "  For  the  reafons  then  known  to  your  Lordflilp,  was 
"  Sir  William  Howe  juftifiable,  in  having  taken  Trenton  into 
**  the  chain  of  cantonments,  and  for  porting  the  Heffian  troops, 
**  with  the  42d  regiment,  there,  and  at  Bordentown,  under  the 
**  command  of  Colonel  Donop  ?        '        .     v  .      ..     '-. 
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A.  "  This  again  is  a  queflion  of  opinion,  and  does  come 
under  the  defcription  of  thofe,  which  I  think  myfelf  not 
bound  to  anfwer:  but,  as  I  believe  I  was  the  perfon,  whofirft 
fuggefted  the  idea  to  the.  General,  of  taking  Trenton  and  Bor- 

**  dentown  into  the  chain  of  his  cantonments,  I  think  myfelf  in 

**  honour  bound  to  anfwer  it. 
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The  advantage  that  mufl  naturally  arife,  from  holding  fo 
large  a  part  of  the  Jerfeys ;  the  great  encouragement  we  met 
with  from  the  inhabitants,  three  or  four  hundred  of  whom 
came  in  and  took  the  oath  every  day,  for  at  leaft  ten  days ; 
the  great  advantage  we  fhould  derive,  from  obtaining  forage 
**  and  provifions,  made  me  think  it  advifeable  to  rifk  that  extended 
'*  cantonment.  Human  prudence  could  not  forefee  the  fatal 
**  event  of  the  furrender  of  Colonel's  Rhall's  brigade.  I  appre- 
**  hended  no  danger,  but  the  chance  of  having  our  quarters  beat 
**  up  in  the  winter;  and  the  objedt,  in  my  opinion,  towards. 
•'  finifhing  the  war,  was  of  greater  confequence,  than  two  or 
**  three  victories.  In  regard  to  what  the  General  mentions,  of 
porting  the  Heffians  on  the  left  of  the  cantonments,  I  muft' 
fay,  I  ever  had,  and  ftill  have,  the  highert  opinion  of  thofe 
brave  troops.  The  misfortune  at  Trenton  was  owing  entirely 
to  the  imprudence  and  negligence  of  the  Commanding  Officer.. 
•*  On  all  other  occalions,  the  troops  ever  have  behaved,  and,  I 
**  dare  fay,  ever  will  behave,  with  the  greatert  courage  and  intre- 
**  pidity.  The  behaviour,  on  the  attack  of  Fort  Wafliington, 
**  of  this  very  brigade  of  Colonel  Rhall's,  was  the  admiration  of 
**  the  whole  army." 


(( 
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To  this  I  will  add  the  tertimony  of  Sir  George  Ofborne,  wha 
being  afked,  **  if  he  ever  heard  Colonel  Donop  exprefs  his  fenti- 
"  ments,  relative  to  the  port  at  Trenton,  either  before  or  after 
**  his  defeat?"  anfwered. 
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"  In  the  fituation  I  had  the  honour  to  be  with  the  Heflian 
troops,  I  lived  in  a  degree  of  friendfhip  with  Colonel  Donop, 
and  very  frequently,  after  the  misfortune  at  Trenton,  he  ac- 
quainted me,  that  if  Colonel  Rhall  had  executed  the  orders  he 
had  delivered  to  him  from  Sir  William  Howe,  which  were  to 
eredt  redoubts  at  the  poft  at  Trenton,  that  his  opinion  was,  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  forced  Colonel  Rhall's 
brigade,  before  he  could  have  come  to  his  affiftance  from 
Bordentown." 


Page  95,]     Which  f viz.  Wajlmigtonswhole force)  being  at  this, 
timelefs  than  4,000. 

-t 

Wafhington,  after  Lee's  corps  joined  him,  had  neverlefs  than 
about  8,000  men.  * 

Page  61 .]     He  did  not  open  the  campaign  till  the  1 2th  of  June, 

I  have  fpoken  to  this  point  above. 

Page  6 1.]  On  that  day  filth  of  f tine  J  the  Britijh  General 
ajfembled  his  troops  at  Brunfwic.  Wajhington  was  encamped  on  a 
hill  above  Sluibble-Towny  about  nine  miles  from  that  place y  on  the 
north Jide  of  the  Rariton,  with  fewer  than  6000  undifciplined  and 
badly  appointed  troops  j  which y  with  a  corps  under  Sullivan  of  2QQ0 
men  at  Prince-Townj    compofed  his  whole  force. 

From  intelligence  I  then  had,  and  which  I  have  not  fince  had 
any  reafon  to  doubt,  Wafhington  had  not  lefs  than  10,000  in  his 
camp,  on  the  hill  above  Quibble-Town. 

Page  61.]  His  camp  (at  ^ibble-TownJ  was  far  from  being 
inaccejjible  or  fortified.  It  was  jlrong  and  defenfible  in  front  y  be- 
caufe  it  was  guarded  by  the  Raritony  and  the  hill  was  Jieep  and 
difficult  of  accefs :  but  in  his  rear,  towards  the  mounfainsy  or  on  his 
right y  towards  the  Delaware,  it  was  by  no  means  impracticable  of 
ajault.        ^     .  , 
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His  aimp  Wits  to  tlie  f*uU  as  inacceflible  in  the  rear,  as  in  tTic 
front;  and  an  attack  upoli  his  right  flank  (from  every  account  I 
could  j^et)  would  have  been  ftill  more  hazardous. 

Page  62.1  'T^^fe  drcnmjiances  plainly  informed  Wajhingtont 
that  Sir  William  Hois: e  did  not  mean  tocrofs  the  Delaware,  and  that 
be  was  not  am:ioiis  to  bring  on  an  adlion. 

General  Wafhington  was  certainly  induced  to  believe,  that  my 
intention  was  to  attack  him  j  and  had  he  not  been  perfedtly  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  ftrength  of  his  poft,  he  would  not  have  remained 
fo  long  in  it. 

Page  63.]     Sir  William   Howe,  with  17,000  men   was  in  the 
Jield,  in  Jight  of  his  contemptible  enemy. 

I  marched  froni  Bfiinfwic  with  about  11,600  fighting  men 
It  being  neceflary  to  leave  the  pods  of  Amboy  and  Brunfwic  in 
a  proper  ftate  of  defence,  between  3  and  4,000  men  were  left  for 
that  purpofe.  This  circumftanceis  more  particularly  explained 
in  my  Narrative  (page  15). 

Page  66.']     The  note  {c). 

This  note  is  a  criticifm  on  tlie  variation  of  my  plans.  My 
plans  undoubtedly  did  vary,  according  to  circumftances.  The 
variation  of  circumftances,  and  the  variation  of  my  plans,  are 
Hated  in  my  Narrative  fo  fully,  as  to  require  no  farther  dif- 
cufiion. 

Page  68  and  69.] 

The  author  here  adopts  the  common  place  arguments  againfl: 

the  expedition  up  the   Chefapeak.     If  what  I  have  faid  in  my 

Naprative  upon  that  fubjedl  is  not  fatisfa(ftory,  the  evidence  of 

Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  is  fo  full,  fo  clear,  and  fo  uncon- 

•trovertible,  that  I  ihould   imagine  the  expediency  of  that  route 

-can  no  longer  admit  of  a  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any  impartial  man. 


Martis 
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Mart  is  ii,  die  Maii,  1779. 

COMMITl'EE  to  confider  of  the  feveral  papers,  \vhich  were 
p  efcnted  to  the  Houfe,  by  Mr.  De  Grey,  upon  the  19th  day  of 
March  laft,  purfuant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

Mr.  JREDERJCK  MONTAGUE  I^T  1^^  qflAlR. 

Sir   Andreis)  Snape  Hammond  calJed  in,    and  examiuexl    by  Sir 

William  and  Lord  Howe. 

Q^  "  Did  yoa  ferve  in  the  fquadron,  un4er  the  command 
**  of  Lord  Howe,  in  North-America,  in  1777?" 

A.  "  I  did;  I  commanded  a  detached  fquadron  on  the  coaft 
"  of  Delaware  and  Virginia,  for  a  year  ^nd  ^a  half,  excejpt  at. 
**  fome  intervals  prior  to  that  period." 

Q.  **  Had  you  been  employed  in  the  command  of  a  detaeh- 
"  ment  of  frigates,  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  rebels  on  the 
"  Delaware,  for  feveral  months  antecedent  to  the  arrival,  of  the 
••  Britiih  fleet,  off  of  the  entrance  of  that  river,  on.  the  3Qth  of 
"July  1777?" 

A.     **  I  was  employed  on  that  fervice  for  feveral  months  before.'* 

Q^  **  Of  what  number  of  Ships  and  veffels  do  you  reckon 
"  that  fleci  confifled  j  I  mean  the  Britifh  fleet  which  arrived  ofF 
"  the  Delaware  ?" 

A.     «*  Of  two  hundred  and  fifty  fail."  -■ 

Q^  **  Was  the  navigation  of  the  De3 aware  very  intricate  apd 
"  hazardous,  efpecially  from  the  flioals  and  rapidity  of  the  tides?" 

A.  **  It  certainly  is;  I  do  not  know  any  river  /b  diflicult 
*'  of  navigation." 

O^  **  Was  it  more  particularly  fo,  for  the  expeditious,  paf- 
**  lage  of  large  (hips  .of  war?"  -  • 

A,  *'  Large  fliips  of  war  can  only  pafs  certain  places  at  par- 
"  ticular  times  of  tides." 


*.t 


Q^    "  What  was  your  report  to  Lord  Howe,  on  the  30th  of  July, 

of  the  pofition  of  die  enemy  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  ?" 

I  '^  ^  ''    A.     ^*  Thet 
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A.  **  The  report  which  I  recoiled  I  made  to  Lord  Howe  on 
that  day  was.  That  I  had  received  intelligence  the  day  before 
that  General  Wafliington  had  croffed  the  Delaware,  and  was 
marching  down,  to  Wilmington  from  Philadelphia." 

Q^  **  What  did  you  underftand  to  be  the  nature  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  fliore,  with  refpedl  to  an  eafy  communication  with  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  up  to  Reedy  Ifland  ?" 

A.  "  The  coaft  of  the  Delaware  from  Cape  Hinlopen  all  the 
wayuptoRerdy  Ifland  is  marfhy  low  land,  very  full  of  creeks, 
and  commu.acates  tothe  Upland  only  by  caufeways." 

Qj^  **  What  was  the  nature  of  the  fhore  on  the  fame  fide 
from  Reedy  Ifland  to  Newcaftle?" 

A.  "  In  fome  places  marfliy,  in  others  fome  tolerable  landing 
places." 

Q^  "  What  extent  of  anchorage  do  you  fuppofe  the  fleet  would 
occupy  in  any  part  of  the  navigable  channel  of  the  Delaware 
from  Reedy  Ifland  up  to  Chefter  ?" 

A.  **  The  main  channel  of  the  river  is  fo  narrow  till  you  pafs 
Wilmington,  or  rather  till  you  pafs  Newcaftle,  that  I  conclude 
it  would  require  at  leaft  four  miles,   if  not  more. 

Q^  "  At  what  diftance  muft  the  fliips  and  vefllels  lie  from  the 
fliore  in  fuch anchorage?" 

A.  "  Within  gun  fliot  on  both  fides — within  cannon  fliot  in 
all  places,  and  within  mufquet  fliot  in  fome." 

Q^  **  How  many  miles  an  hour  do  the  tides  run  in  the  Dela- 
ware ?"  ... 

A.     "  Between  three  and  four." 

Q^  "  What  did  you  underftand  to  be  the  water-guard,  which 
the  rebels  had  provided,  to  obftrudl  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river }  I  mean  the  whole  force  on  the  river?" 

A.  "  There  were  two  frigates  at  Philadelphia,  not  complete  as 
to  men — at  Mud-Ifland,  where  the  fort  was,  there  was  afliip 
called  the  Province  fliip,  which  mounted  eighteen  i8  pounders 

**  — the 
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*«-*thQ  Dejaw^r^  frigate  of  twenty '•eight  u  pounders-^two 
xcbecks,  mouoting  each  two  24  pounders  in  their  bow,  two 
j8  pounders  in  their  (lern,  and  four  9  pounders  each  in  their 
wdft— 'a  brig  mounting  fixteen  6  pounders— two  floating  bat- 
teries, the  one  of  twelve  18  pounders,  the  other  of  lOj  thefo 
guns  were  moveable  on  either  iide«^thirtcen  row  galHcs,  each 
carrying  one  gun,  from  33  pounds  to  1 8— thirty-fix  row  boats, 
or  half  gallics,  carrying  a  6  pounder,  or  a  4  pounder— I  believe 
that  was  all,  except  fire  rafts,  of  which  there  were  twenty-five, 
or  thirty— each  compofed  of  five  ftages  chained  together," 

Qj^  ♦*  Did  it  appear  afterwards,  that  your  report  of  that  water 
guard  was  well  founded  ?" 

A,    *•  It  did  i  I  faw  them  all  myfelf," 

Q^  ««  Whether  the  proper  boats  of  the  (hips  of  war  were  of 
a  conftru^ion  and  force,  well  adapted  to  oppofe  their  water 
guard  on  night  fervice  ?" 

A,    ««  Certainly  not."  - 

Qj,  **  Whether  the  fmall  armed  veflels  of  the  fleet  were  ade- 
quate to  that  purpofe,  the  Cornwallis  galley  excepted  ?" 

A,    **  By  no  means," 
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[Exammd  fy  the  other  Mmhrs  of  the  Committee,^ 

Qj^  **  What  is  the  nature  of  the  ihore  above  Reedy  Ifland, 
and  below  Wilmington,  with  refpeit  to  the  flatneis  of  the 
country,  and  the  eaie  of  covering  a  landing  by  the  (hips  }'* 

A.  **  I  have  before  faid,  that  the  ihore  between  Reedy  Ifland 
and  Newcaftle  is  marfliy  in  fome  places,  and  that  there  are 
landing  places  in  parts  of  it— Above  Newcaflile,  as  far  as  Wil- 
mington Creek,  it  is  an  entire  marih," 

Q;_  **  Could  the  army  have  landed  either  at  Ncwcaftl-e,  or 
upon  any  parts  of  the  weftern  ihore  of  the  Delaware,  between 
Newcaftle  and  Reedy  Ifland  ?"  .;    ; 


A,     "  An 
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A.     **  An  army  dan  land  any  where,  where  there  is  no  oppo- 
"  fidon." 


.  .:,i. 


Qj^  "  Do  you  believe  that  the  fituation  of  the  rebels  was 
*'  fuch,  that  they  could  have  made  fuch  an  oppofition  as  to  pre- 
*<  vent  our  troops  landing,  aflifted,  as.  the  troops  could  have 
**  been,  by  the  fleet,  at  the  time  of  your  report?" 

A.  **  That  is  aqueftton  impoflible  for  me  to  anfwer,  unlefs. 
**  I  knew  the  force  tnat  was  likely  to  oppofe  them." 

Q^   *•  What  do  you  believe  that  for^-  to  have  been  ?"* 

A.     "  The  intelligence  I  received  was,  that  General  Wafliing^- 

**  ton  was  in  that  country  with  his  whole  army." 

.■■'it 

Q^    **  In  what  part. of  the  country  ?"  .        v 

,   A.     "  My  intelligence  mentioned.  Wilmington."" 

Q^  **  Whether  in  the  fituation  of  Wilmington,  with  refpedb' 
**  to  New  aftle,  troops,  ported  at  Wilmington,  could  have  been . 
"  ufed  to  prevent  a  landing  at  Newcaftle,,  or  below  Newcaftle  ?." 

A.     **  I.  conceive  the  rebel  army  would  have  marched  to  the 
"  fpot  where  the  Britifh  troops  meant  to  land ;  I  do  not  fuppofe . 
"  the  rebel  army  were  meant  to  remain  pofted  at  Wilmington." 

Qj^  **  Whether  you  believe  the  rebel  troops  could  have  kept: 
**  pofTeflion  of  Newcaftle,  if  they  had  marched  there  ?'*^" 

A,     "  That  queftion  can  only  be  anfwercd  by  a  land  officer." 

Q^  "  Do  you  now  believe  that  the  rebel  troops  were  at,  oc 
**  near,  Wilmington  ?" 

A.  "  By  the  works  I  faw  at  Wilmington,  I  have  reafon  to 
**  think,  tha<-  the  rebel  army  were  there  at  that  time — the  30th 
«*  of  July." 

Qj_  **  Do-  you  know  that  a  great  weftern  road  leads  from 
"  Newcaftle  to  the  Head  of  the  Elk  ?" 


A.     **  I  have  heard  fo." 


Q;_    "  Do 
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Q^  «•  Do  you  fee  any  rcafgn  to  have  prevented  the  rebel 
**  troops  from  marching  to  the  head  of  he  Elk,  in  the  fame 
**  manner  as  you  fuppole  they  might  have  marched  to  Newcaftle, 
"  from  Wilmington  ?"    ,,».(;.       *     ,  ii.    ;    .;  .v*  -■'■".." 

A.     **  Ihave  very  little  knowledge  of  the  marching  of  armies," 

(^    "  How  far  is  it  from  Newcaftle  to  the  head  of  the  Elk  ?" 

A.     **  It  is  called  by  the  map  feventeen  milts." 

Q.  *'  How  far  is  it  by  fea  from  Cape  Hinlopen  to  the  head  of 
"the  Elk?" 

A.     '*  About  350  miles." 

Q.  **  Are  there  not  many  difficulties  in  the  navigation  to 
"  the  Head  of  the  Elk?" 

A.  "  There  are  fome  difficulties,  but  the  navigation  of  the 
«•  Chefapeak  is  exceedingly  eafy  in  general." 

Qj^  **  What  is  the  diflance  between  Rcedy-Ifland  and 
«•  Newcaflle?" 

A.     "  Five  or  fix  miles." 

Q.  **  Might  not  the  fleet  have  lain  below  Reedy-Ifland  in 
**  iaFety,  witnin  a  fmall  diflance  of  Recdy-Ifland  ?" 

A.  **  There  is  no  part  of  the  Delaware,  between  the  (hoals, 
**  where  they  could  have  lain,  without  being  expofed  to  the 
"  fire  rafts," 

(^  **  Whether  the  fleet,  on  returning  to  the  Delaware,  were 
**  not  necefTarily  expofed  to  the  fire  rafts  ?" 

Q^  **  When  the  fleet  returned  from  the  Chefapeak*  they  came 
"  in  detachments,  and  we  were  in  poflTelfion  of  the  lower 
**  Chevaux  de  Frize  of  the  enemy." 

Q.  "  How  far  was  the  lower  Chevaux  dc  Frize  from  Rcedy« 
«  Ifland?" 

:  .A.    -**  About  eighteen  or  twenty  miles,"  '■'■  - 

Q^  **  Might  not  the  fleet  have  gone  up  in  detachrhents  on 
"  the  30th  of  July,  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft?" 

L  2  A.    •'  That 
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A.  **  That  depends  on  the  mode  the  Commanding  Officer 
chufes  to  condudt  them  in." 

Q^  **  When  you  made  the  report  on  board  the  Eagle,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  whether  you  mentioned  the  intelligence  refpcdl- 
injg  Wilmington,  as  a  reafon,  to  induce  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  proceed  up  the  Delaware  ?"  , 

A.  "  I  had  no  other  inducement  than  to  do  my  duty,  and  to 
relate  particularly  to  the  Commanding  Officer  every  intelli- 
gence 1  had  received."         ,        .,>     <.jL  :    .  /       »:.     •      .    ' 

Q^  ««  Was  there  any  other  intelligence  given  at  the  fame 
time?"  ,    f  ;,.     ,i    •     ., 
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A.     **  I  do  not  rccoUedt  any."  ,    >.'  .1' 

Qj_.  **  What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  reafon,  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  went  to  Chefapeak,  inflead  of  the  Delaware  ?" 

A.  "  As  no  publick  reafons  were  given  to  inc,  I  hooe  the 
Houfe  will  not  think  me  wanting  in  rcfped  to  them,  if  I  de- 
cline faying  what  the  fubflance  of  the  private  communication 
was." 

Qj^    **  What  is  the  width  of  the  river  oppofite  to  Newcfiftle  ?" 

A.  "  The  width  of  the  river,  immediately  oppofite  ^ewcaftle, 
is  about  three  miles." 

(^  **  What  is  the  breadth  of  the  navigable  channel  in  that 
place  ?  .  ,   , i 

A.     "  About    two    miles    there,    and    below    confiderably 

narrower."  ,^  ^.-,-_  ,^i   -.-y,  u.  /.':..•-  <>■„■....  ,u  ;*■,  " 

Qj_  "  What  width  in  the  narroweft  parts  below,  between 
the  Pickpat  Ihoals  and  Fort  Penn ?"    i,,.i;   ^.,.?,s,,  . 

A.     **  Not  above  half  a  mile  from  one  fhoal  to  another  in  the 
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narroweft;  part." 

Qj_  **  How  many  days,  from  the  30th  of  July,  does  he  fup- 
pofe  it  would  have  taken  the  fleet,  to  have  come  to  anchor  off 
of  Reedy-Iiland,  in  a  difpofition  Ht  for  landing  the  troops  ?" 


-;arMi^--';  :;)n 


■■..  iWt      \^j    . 


>  i       ." 


A.     "  As 


A.  **  As  it  would  depend  entirely  on  the  wind,  it  is  impoflible 
**  to  anfwer  that  diredtly,  but  I  ihomJ  fuppofe,  not  lels  than 
**  four  or  five  days." 

Q^    "  Suppofc  the  wind  fair ?"        '     .'':•'     '_  / 

A.     "  With  a  fair  wind,  in  three  of  four  days." 

Q^    "  With  the  whole  fleet,  (hips  of  war  and  tranfportfff" 

A.  "I  have  before  faid,  the  ftiips  of  Wai*  can  pafs  particular 
**  fhoals  only,  at  particular  times  of  the  tide." 

Q^  **  Do  you  apprehend,  that  the  enemy's  water  forde  would 
**  have  been  the  greateft  impediment  to  our  landing  tropps  above 
"  Recdy-Ifland?"  ^^''^  'r     ';  "^'V-     '•:':;?  '-^''^r",     '.     -;.  ,, 

A.  "  Yes,  I  do;  the  row  gallies,  in  particular,  are  con- 
**  ftrudled  to  go  in  very  flioal  water^they  would  lay  on  the  flats 
**  of  the  river,  where  the  fhips  guns  could  not  be  brought  to 
"  bear  on  them."    .  ^  "^       . 

Q^  it  Whether  the  (hips  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear 
**  on  the  bite  of  Newcaftle?"      -  '  i 

A.     "  Certainly  they  could." 

Q^  **  Does  he  know  the  river  St,  Lawrence,  and  how  many 
**  knots  it  runs  on  the  ebb  tide  ?"  ,  '  ■'    ,  „     ! ,-    .    • 

A.     **  I  never  was  there."  ' ,     i-.  i 

Q^  **  Have  you  not  been  informed  by  good  accounts  how 
'*  many  knots  it  runs  ?" 

A.  "  I  have  heard  the  tide  is  rapid  there,  biit  I  never  knew 
**  with  certainty  at  what  rate." 

Q^  **  Do  you  underftand  the  river  St.  Lawrence  runs  as  rapid 
as  the  Delaware  ?" 


A.     *'  I  can  fpeak  with  no  certainty." 
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Q^  "  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  the  Humber  runs  on  ebb 
"  tide?"  .       . 


A.    «  I  do  not.'*      ,:\  ^,  ,^  y-,i  (,„„,-|   ,v^ 
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^^Qj,   **  Do  you- know  the  Severn  ?"i   ' 

A.     "  I  do  not;"  '  .r-    I)  ,.  ,  ;::;->     • 

Q^    **  Will  you  fsty  that  a  tide,  running  three  knots  and  an 
**  half  in  an  hour,  is  a  rapid  tide?"      •  ,       -.      ■,        ,, 

A.    **  I  think  it  is  a  very  rapid  tide."        ,r 

Q^  **  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  St.  Lavrrcnce  runs  ten 
**  knots  an  hour?" 


A.    "I  never  did." 


Ji:-. 
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Q^  •*  Whether  the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  and  the  breadth  of 
the  river,  do  not  both  of  them  make  a  great  difference,  in  the 
dangerfrom  the  effsdls  of  the  fire  rafts  ?" 

A.  **  I  conceive  the  ftronger  a  tide  runs,  the  danger  from 
fir^.  rafts  is  greater,  if  the  channel  is  the  fame.Viti.j  10  -kj^-  :    '  - 

Q^  **  Whether  the  fire  rafts  w^ould  not  have  floated, 'Over  any 
part  of  that  breadth  of  three  miles^  at  high  water,  or  at  three 
quarters  tide  ?"  ,       ,.  t    , 

A.  "  They  certainly  would  float  .on  every  part  of  the  river 
oppofite  to  Newcaftle ;  but  as  they  were  dire<fted  by  .the  gal- 
lies,  it  is  to  be  conceived,  that  they  would  only  be  ufed  in 
the  channel." 

Q^  **  Having  faid  that  the  frigates  could  come  near  enough 
"  to  fire  at  Newcaftle- Bite;  if  the  landing  of  the  troops  h?id  been 
**  attempted  within- fide  of  the  frigates,  and  the  frigates  ranged 
**  round  to  proted:  them,  whether  the  enemy's  galUes  would  have 
"  ventured  within  fire  of  the  frigates  ?" 
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A.  "  The  enemy*s  water  force  was  conftrufted  to  fire  in  the 
ftream  of  the  tide ;  the  tide  ran  too  rapid  for  the  fhips  of  war 
to  ride  with  fprings  upon  their  cables.  1  had  before  found  the 
gallies  very  troublefome,  and  very  little  in  my  power  to  annoy 
them;  and  therefore  do  conceive,  as  they  had  increafed  their 
force  from  the  time  I  had  been  laft  up  the  river,  they  certainly 
would  not  have  been  idle  on  fo  important  an  occafion  to 
themfelvcs." 

.0  (^    "  Did 
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Q.    "  Did  the  gallies  ever  venture  within  fair  reach  of  your 
"  guns,  fo  as  to  engage  ?"  .   . 

A.     "  Yes,  within  point  blank  (hot.*' 

Q.     **  Did  they  hold  any  engagement  with  you  ?" 

A.     **  They  had  two  engagements  with  me,   the  one  five 
•*  hours,  and  the  other  fix,  on  two  different  days."  ., . 

Q^   "  When  viras  that?'' .-:•   ...  ;,    uii:. 

A.     "  The  7th  and  8th  of  May,  1776." 

Q^    "  Were  they  only  gallies,.  or  were  there  frigates   with 
**  them?" 

I     ;  1 1  -  -  ■  - 

A.     "  Only  thirteen  gallies,  attended. by  firer-lhips."    .       ■ 

Q^   **  What  execution  did  they  do  on  board  your  fliip?"    ' 

A.     "  They  killed  two  men,  wounded  fix,  damaged  the  maft 
"  very  materially,  and  rendered  all  the  fails  ufelefs."     <'  <  -      '• 

Q^    **  Was  that  in  the  two  days  engagements  of  eleven  hours  ?!* 

A.     **  Yes  J  I  have  fpoken  to  that  time." 

Q^    "  What  force  had  you  then?"^^ 


* 

A.  **  The  Roebuck  of  44  guns,  Liverpool  of  28  guns,   and. 
**  two  armed  tenders/.'        .   ^  -l'  :    .    .  _     ■>■.       *-.  -.        - 


it 


Q^"  Was  that  the  damage  done  on  boar4  alltheyeflels,  or 
to  your  own  only  ?"     v    ■  \\\ -ui-     .,   ^^    -;,.  w  •  f      j?-  trs  >;'  » 


"  A.     **  What  i' mentioned  before,  was  only  in  the  Roebuck." 

Qj_    "  What  was  the  damage  with  regard  to  the  other  fhips  ?" 

A.     **  The  Liverpool  fuffered  in  her  mafts  and  fails,  feveral ' 
**  men  were  wounded,  but. I  do  not  recoiled:  any  were  killed."     ' 

,  Qi^    "  How  many  frigates  had  Lord  Howe  on  the  30th  of  July  ?" 

A.     "  To  the  beft  of  my  recolledion,  three.     In  theDela-. 
ware  with  the  Roebuck,  there  were  three  more." 

.,  Q:,    "  How 
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Q^    <*  How  many  fifty  gun  (hips?" 

A.     **  I  think  two." 

Qj^  **  Do  you  know  what  damage  you  did  to  th?  gailies  ?" 

A.  *'  I  never  heard  diftindlly,  but  I  believe  not  a  great  deal  j 
they  were  fuch  fmall  objects,  it  was  very  difficult  to  ftrike 
them  with  cannon  (hot/  . 

Q^  **  Could  the  gailies  have  efFedied  their  purpofe  of  em- 
ploying the  fire  rafts  with  cffe^,  without  coming  within  fair 
gun  fhot  of  the  frigates  F*         ' 

A.  **  When  the  rebels  burnt  any  fire  rafts,  the  rebel  gailies 
never  quitted  them,  till  they  were  within  half  gun  fhot." 

Q^  "  What  fliips,  to  your  knowledge,  did  the  rebels  ever 
attack  with  fire  raftSj,  ^nd  with  what  effeft?" 

i\.  **  They  attacked  the  fquadron  under  my  commartdfeveral 
times  with  fire  rafts— the  firft  time  ofiF  of  Chefter,  where 
the  channel  is  about  one  third  ef  a  mile  wide;  the 
fhips  were  employed  in  taking  men  on  boards  when  the 
enemy  came  down  with  the  fire  rafts — they  came  within  half 
gun  fhot  before  they  lighted  the  fire  rafts  j  at  the  fame  time 
they  difcharged  their  guns  from  the  gailies — ^the  tide  run  very 
flrong— the  fhips  were  obliged  to.  flip  their  cables,  to  prevent 
the  fire  rafts  being  on  board  them,  and  to  give  the  boats  aa 
opportunity  to  tow  the  fire  rafts  off.  When  the  fhips  cafl, 
their  guns  reached  the  gailies,  which  drove  the  gailies  off,  and 
permitted  the  boats  to  tow  the  fire  rafts  on  fhore  j  the  fhips  at 
this  time  run  a  greaj:  rifque  of  xunning  a-ground,  but  fortu- 
nately efcaped." 

(^  "  Did  you  not  fay,  that  this  happened  where  the  river 
was  only  one  third  of  a  mile  wide ;  and  that  at  Newcaflle  there 
is  a  two  mile  >yide  navigable  channel  ?" 


A.  •*  Yes,  I  did  j  what  I  mentioned  happened  off  of  Chefler, 
where  there  is  an  ifland  that  lies  diredly  off,  from  which  a 
fhoal  extends,  fo  as  to  reduce  the  channel  within  one  third  of  a 
mile." 

6  Qj^    "  Do 
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Qj_^  **  Do  you  know  of  an  inftance  of  any  fire  raft  laying  hold 
of  one  of  our  ihips,  and  fettingiton  fire?"      ^^  .  <w:  ..    :. 

A.     "  I  do  not;  theprecautions  that  were  taken  prevented  it,* 

Q^  **  Might  not  the  noble  Admiral's  fkill  and  precaution 
have  equally  prevented  it  at  Newcaftle,  if  the  fleet  had  pro- 
ceeded there,  after  the  30th  of  July  ?•"     ;;,,..,.i,^, 

A.  **  If  the  fleet  had  all  arrived  off  of  Wiln>ington,  I  do  con- 
ceive it  would  then  have  been  fo  capital  an  objedt  to  the 
enemy,  that  they  would  have  employed  all  their  force  in  the 
night  to  have  efieded  fuch  a  purpofe ;  and  if  they  bad  done 
fc,  and  conduced  their  expedition  with  any  fpirit,  tliey  mud 
certainly  have  put  the  fleet  into  very  great  confufion,  as  we 
had  no  boats  whatfoever,  of  a  nature  fufiicient  to  have  with- 
flood  their  thirty-fijc  row-boats,  and  thirteen  gallies." 

Q^  "  If  the  frigates  had  been  placed  on  the  outfide 
round  the  veiTels  landing  the  tropps,  how  would  the  gajlies 
and  row-boats  have  paiTed  the  frig?ite$,  or  how  would  they  havd 
ventured  to  pafs  theqi,  in  your  opinion?"       ..  ,    .  .        •> 

A.  "  As  the  enemy  pofleflTed  both  fhorr .,  I  think  if  exceed- 
ingly ppflible  for  the  gallies  to  have  pafle.i  within  the  frigates, 
and  towied  their  fire  rafts  down  Jo  the  fleet."    ;  a      -     .    * 

(^  "  The  river  being  ftated  to  be  three  rnile-  broad,  what 
afliflance  could  the  rebels,  from  btingin  pofl!eflion  of  theeafl: 
fhore,  be  able  to  give  to  the  gallies  and  row-boats,  coming 
down  clofe  along  the  weft  fliore,  at  three  miles  diitance,  as 
they  muft  necellSrily  have  done  to  mplefl:  our  troops  mi  th^ir 
landing  ?" 

A.  "  The  gallies  would  require  no  aCift'ance  from  the  fliore ; 
they  could  come  to  any  point,  and  lay  ii>  Oipai  wa  er,  until 
they  had  eftcded  their  purpofe  i  and  then  have  run  into  ^ny 
creek  above  or  below,  as  it  would  fuit  their  purpofe."  ' 

Qj^  **  Whether  the  flioal  water  does  not  lie  to  the  eaftw^rd 
of  the  channel,  in  which  our  fliips  would  have  laid,  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  troops  ?" 

M  A.     "  There 
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A.     "  There  is  flioal  water  on  each  fid»?  in  every  part,   except 
•*  at  the  town  of  Newcaftle."  > 


« 


Qj^  **  There  being  then  no  flioal  water  at  the  town  of  New- 
caftle, whether  the  gallies  coming  down,  and  getting  into 
•*  flioal  water,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  channel,  could  have  pre- 
**  ve:ited  our  troops  landing,  uy  diredting  the  fire  rafts  againft 
**  them,  or  otherwife  ?" 

A.  **  I  do  not  apprehend  the  gallies  would  have  laid  on  the 
•*  eafl:  fide,  in  cafe  of  any  landing  at  Newcaftle;  they  would 
**  have  employed  themfelves  to  have  oppofed  the  landing  on  the 
«*  weftfliore." 

Q^  **  Would  the  gallies  then  have  had  any  advantage  from, 
**  flioal  water?" 

A.  **  They  would ;  I  have  only  faid  there  is  no  flioal  at 
**  the  town  of  Newcaftle;  above  and    below  there  is  flioal  water. 

Qj_  **  Could  the  gallies  have  laid  any  where  on  the  weft 
fliorc  within  our  frigates,  to  have  done  any  fervice,  without 
being  fully  expofed  to  the  fire  of  our  frigates  ?" 

A.  **  Yes,  I  think  they  could.  There  are  fo  many  little 
**  inlets  and  creeks,  both  above  and  below  Newcaftle,  that  the 
gallies  could  placfs  themfelves.  in,  and,  from  ihe  lownefs  of 
the  marfli,  do  execution  with  their  guns,  when  the  frigates 
**  could  fee  nothing  but  their  mafts."      , 

Qj_  "  Could  not  the  fire  of  the  frigates  fairly  reach  the 
**  fliore  ?'V,    j,,,^.  ,  _,    ■  j    ;;j^   ^>  •;;;    .n\'\i    oi-'i    ;iri;a(,  :*iOiV  inv.  v  ; 

A.  *'  I  have  declared  that  it  Is  only  a  gun  fliotfrom  fhorc 
•*  to  fliore,  except  juft  above  Newcaftle."  •■' 

Q;^  "  How  near  could  a  36  gun  frigate  lie  to  the  fliore 
'^*  oppofite  Newcaftle  ?"       --       .    -     j 
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A.     «*  Along-fide  of  the  wharf.'*        "      fx.  i  i.j  ..'\ 
Q;^    **  How  near  could  a  50  gun  fliip  lie  ?'*  t  -t-jr  r::  V/ 
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A.     **  Within  a  very  little  as  near."  /   -' 
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Q^  **  Whether  he  knew,  previous  to  the  30th  of  July,  any 
one  battery  of  the  enemy  mounted  along  the  river  below 
Billingfport  ?"  ,.   _.  ..     ^..  ,.  ^,     :. 

A.     "  No.     I  did  not." 

Q^  "  Did  he  know  of  any  body  of  troops  Rationed  at  any 
**  place  along  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river  ?" 

A.  **.Ihave  faid,  that  I  received  information,  that  General 
Wadiington  was  there  with  his  army." 

Q^    "  Whether  your  intelligence  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that 
General  Wafliington,  or  any  part  of  his  army,  were   arrived 
"  fo  far  as  Wilmington  i" 

A.  "  The.  intelligence  I  received  was  from  perfons  who  had 
**  never  deceived  mej  therefore  I  had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
'*  that  it  was  true.  The  intelligence  I  gave  the  Admiral  was,  that 
«*  General  Wafliington  had  crofled  the  Delaware  with  his  army, 
**  and  was  gone  to  take  pofl:  at  Wilmington." 

Q^  **  Had  the  enemy  any  water  guard,  or  any  defences  afloat, 
*•  or  defences  on  (hore,  in  Chefapeak-Bay,  when  the  fleet 
"  went  up  ?" 

'  'i^'^-«  None."    -^^  •■■;■'  ->^'>'^'v-;--'  ■■    ■■•    "^      -: 

QL    ''  ^^^^  t^^  rebels  any  troops  pofted  on  the  fliore?'* 

A.     "  None,  that  I  heard  of."       ....  ..;.'.   •       •' 

„    Q^    "  What  is  the  breadth    of  the  navigable   channel  of  the 
**  Delaware  at  Newcaftle  ?":.,  .;;,... 

*     A.     **  Nearly  two  miles."    '  "  '    •'    ■       -  '       ./ 

Qj^  "  Suppofe  a  landing  attempted  at  Newcjfl;le,  when  part 
"  of  the  troops  were  landed,  feme  in  boats,  and  fome  on  board, 
"  and  that  the  row  gallies  had  obliged  the  {hips  to  flip  their 
•'  cables  to  avoid  the  fire  rafts,  or  had  otherwife    by  thofe  fire 

rafts  difarranged  the  fleet,  what  might  have  been  the  con fe- 

quence  in' that  fituation  ?" 

1.-  -  J.  •■  ■■  — J  1. .    ti-^ .  -  ..>.--  ■  ■■ 

A.  "  I  conceive  it  would  have  been  attended  with  the  worft 
of  confequences ;  in  fo  narrow   a  channel   as  that,  it  would 
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•*  not  have  been  pofllble  for  the  fleet  to  have  got  under  fail  in 
**  the  night-time." 

Q^  **  Would  it  not  have  expofed  that  part  of  the  troops, 
'*  which  were  landed  to  be  cut  off?" 

A. "  "  That  would  depend  on  the  force  to  oppose  them." 

Q^  "  Whe'  ,  r,  though  batteries  are  not  eredted,  it  is  not  m 
**  the  power  of  nn  enemy  in  force,  and  provided  with  cannon,  to 
"  bring  tJiein  to  bear  fo,  as  greatly  to  annoy  ftiips  in  a  river  ?" 

A.      "   it  cei-t;;iuly  is."   .    .•       .:.■■-    ,■.■'■•'   av'^n  r.  :;■:;. - 

Q^  "  Whet  ;  you  would  take  on  yourfelf,  confidering;  all 
**  the  circufhftances  that  came  within  your  obfervation,  toadvife 
**  the  Delaware,  as  an  elegible  place  for  landing  an  army,  conli- 
**  dering  the  force  on  fhore,  and  the  quantity  and  kind  of  force 
"  that  was  on  the  river  ?"  , 

A.  "  I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  the  landing  an  army 
**  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  was  always  to  be  avoided,  if  the  fervice 
•*  can  be  afFedled  by  any  other  means." 

Qj^  **  Was  there  any  thing  particular  in  the  circumftances  of 
*'  things,  in  the  Delaware  at  that  time,  which  could  make  an 
**  exception  from  that  general  rule,  in  favour  of  a  landing  ?" 

A.     "  Nonethat  I  iaw."    '  -«'.'■-•' f -^   z^;; -:   ••     ,-,. 

Q^  "  Whether,  independent  of  tl'.;;  inf 'lligence  you  had  re- 
**  ceivcd  concerning  General  Wafhington's  army,  ycu  had  heard 
**  of  any  other  troops  being  on  the  V)lern  fide  of  thw  Delaware, 
«*  at  that  time?" 

A.  "  I  knew  of  the  militia  belonging  to  each  county  being 
**  ftationed  there,  and  there  was  no  part,  from  Cedar  Creek  to 
«*  Reedy  Ifland,  that  a  boat  could  land  at,  without  a  body  of 
•*  armed  men  coming  do\7n  to  oppofe  if/' 

Q.  **  Had  you  any  intelligence  of  the  number  of  which  the 
**  militia  confifted,  on  the  weltern  fide  of  the  Delaware,  at  that 
**  time?" 

A.     «*  The 
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A.  **  Thf;  regiments  of  militia  in  each  county  were  generally 
«*  reckoned  at  4  or  500  men.  There  was  a  Brigadier-Ocneral  of 
•*  the  name  of  Rodney,  who  had  the  command  on  them." 

Q^  "  Whether  by  the  militia,  you  mean  the  militia  of  the 
"  Lower  counties  on  the  Delaware  ?" 

•A.     **  Yes,  I  do."  '       . 

Q^  "  What  is  the  diflance  from  Cape  Hinlopen  to  Cape 
**  Charles,  atthe  mouthof  Chefapeak  Bay  ?" 

A.     "  Between  140  and  150  miles."  '      '  .    ■' 

Q.  **  Did  you  give  your  advice  and  opinion  to  Lord  Howf, 
«*  on  the  30th  of  July,  to  leave  th^  Delaware,  and  go  by 
"  Chefapeak  Bay?" 

A.  **  As  I   never  was  publickly  confulted,  I  never  gave  any 
publick  advice."  >  .  ,  . 

Q^  **  Whether  the  various  obftruftions  you  have  ftated,  to 
prevent  the  army  from  landing  in  the  Delaware,  and  the  fleet 
*  proceeding  up  the  river,  were  not  known  before  Lord  Howe 
**  arrived  off  of  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  all  except  General 
"  Wafliington's  army  being  on  the  march  towards  Wilmington  ?" 

A.  **  1  never  informed  the  Admiral  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
«*  obftrudtions— whether  he  knew  them  from  any  other  cjiuarter, 
"  I  cannot  lay."      .  '.  ..^.i -i.v.' -•  • .  -  -      ■       -i^*'"  "       ' 
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Q^    **  Might  not  the  Admiral  have  been  fully  informed  oa 
"  that  fubjiedt,  before  he  failed  from  New-York?" 

A.     **  Hecertainly  ihightjandlfliouldratherfuppofehe  was." 

Q^    '*  How  long  did  the  fleet  delay  their  courfe  off  the  Dela- 
«*  \vare?"  ... 

A.     "  Not  two,  hours.'*  1.     - 

Q^    "  How  was  the   wind  then  ?"  ^  •         -  '     ' 

A.     "  Northerly — the  wind  was  foutherly  fome  time  before 
"  —the  north  wind  juft  then  fprung  up." 
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**  How  long  did  the  wind  continue  at  north  ?" 
"  Till  that  evening,  and  no  longer." 


>i 


it 


Qj_    "  Which   are  the  winds  that  generally  prevail  on  the 
coaft  towards  the  latter  end  of  July  ?"  .,  .,,~  t   . 


A.  **  The  fouth  wind  prevails  ;  but  frequently  the  weft  and 
north-weft,  particularly  in  the  night  time." 

Q^  "  When  you  fpoke  of  the  damage  likely  to  be  done  by 
the  fire  rafts,  did  you  not  mean  to  confine  yourfelf  to  their 
operation  in  the  night?"  .,  .;:  i  .  '  '       .  ^. 

A.  "  Yes,  I  did — but  as  the  enemy  was  alfo  provided  with 
fire  fhips,  I  conceive  thofe  might  have  been  ufed  alfo  in  the 
day-time,  with  as  much  effedl  againft  a  fleet  at  anchor,  as  the 
fire  rafts  might  have  been  in  the  night." 

Q^  •*  Do  you  think,  with  the  wind  foutherly,  the  enemy 
could  have  given  any  obftrudion  to  the  fleet,  fufficient  to 
impede  its  courfe,  before  it  came  to  Reedy-Ifland  ?" 

A.     "  I  conceive  not,  if  we  had  been  certain  that  the  foutherly 
"  winds  would  have  lafted— I  fliould  obferve,  that  the  foutherly 
winds  blow  only  in  the  day-time,  and  the  northerly  winds 
prevail  in  the  night-time." 

Q^  How  many  hours  fail  is  it  from  Reedy-Ifland  to  New- 
caftle,  with  a  fair  wind  and  flowing  tide  ?" 

A.  **  With  a  fingle  fliip  not  above  an  hour — but  with  a 
fleet,  it  is  a  very  different  thing." 

Q^  "  Suppofing  the  fliips  had  run  up  to  Newcaftle  with  a 
foutherly  wind,  and  a  flowing  tide,  in  the  day-time,  was  it 
pofllble  for  either  fire  (liips,  fire  rafts,  or  gallics,  to  have 
difturbed  them,  or  prevented  their  landing  troops,  if  there  had 
**  been  no  refiftance  by  an  enemy  on  the  fhore  ?" 

A.  **  I  conceive  if  the  fleet  had  gone  up  the  Delaware,  the 
**  rebels  would  naturally  have  brought  their  water  force  down  to 
**  the  fleet;  that  if  the  fleet  had  got  underway,  with  the  oppor- 
tunity that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  ftated,  they  would 
.  I     .   . '  .  **  naturally 
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**  naturally  have  gone  before  the  fleet ;  and  when  they  ftopped, 
**  in  order  to  land  the  troops,  the  gallies  would  naturally  have 
**  taken  their  pofition." 

Q^  "  Then  all  the  obftru6lions,  which  you  conceive  migh* 
♦*  have  been  made,  would  have  been  from  all  the  gallies,  and  not 
"  from  the  fire  fhips,  or  fire  rafts — Is  that  your  meaning  ?'* 

A.  **  The  fire  fhips  and  fire  rafts  could  not  have  adled,  under 
**  the  circumflances  of  a  fair  wind  and  flowing    tide." 

Qj^  "  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  any  number  of  gallies  off  Ncw- 
•*  caftle,  which  you  admit  to  be  lb  fteep  to  the  fhore,  that  a 
'*  frigate  could  come  to  the  wharf,  and  a  fifty  gun  fliip  almoft 
"  as  near,  could  have  given  any  ferious  obftrutlion  to  the  land- 
**  ing  of  an  army  at  that  place  ?"  '       ■    -•    .  '^    ' 

A.  **  I  never  pretended  to  deny  the  pradicability  of  landing 
"  an  army  in  the  Delaware — I  have  only  fpoke  to  the  expediency 

Q;^  **  Do  you  know  what  depth  of  water  there  is  in  the 
•*  Narrows  in  the  Delaware?" 

A.  **  The  Narrows  is  a  flrait  betvveen  two  flioals,  in  which 
**  there  is  deep  water,  not  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  fathom,  but  it  is 
**  extremely  narrow.'* 

Q;^   "  What  depth  of  Water  is  (here  In  the  Flats  above  ?" 

A.  **  On  the  Flats  of  Morris  Lifton's,  which  are  the  worft 
**  flats  on  the  river,  at  high  water  there  is  only  twenty-five  feet, 
**  or  twenty-fix— taat  is,  quite  at  high  water."        .*.;. 

Q^    **  Do  you  know  the  North  or  Hudfon's  River?"     .      /' 

No  farther  than  Haverftraw-Bay."    ■     ^  -."''^ 

Do  you  know  the  King's  Ferry  ?".,  ^    ,  ,.       . 

•*  No/*  ,-.•'   -  -,'  ,:     It   '     '     .  ;iw;.,  ■  ■  » 


A. 
A. 
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Q^    "  What  depth  of  water  is  there  at  Morris  LiAon's  at 
"low  water?"  -^  •- .  .:    'i.)  :■:..■:   ^? '<u)  .^'  -'•■:.•; ' 


A,     "  The  tide  rifes  and  falls  about  eight  feet,"^ 
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Q^    *•  Did  you  und  ifland,   that,  on  the  30th  of  July,  thc 
enemy  had  a  corps  of  troops  it  WUmington  ?" 


enemy  naa  a  corps  01  troop 
A.     **  I  was  fo  informed." 


Q^  **  Was  yo  I  informed  what  was  the  communication  from 
<*  Newcaftle,  to  t^ie  interior  pait  of  the  country,  to  the  head 
«*  of  Elki"  .•   ^. 

A.  "  It  has  the  Chriftien  River  on  its  right,  which  runs  up 
**  at  leaft  ten  or  twelve  miles  before  it  is  fordable." 

Qj^    *'  Is  Newcaftle  fituatcd  on  a  peninfula  ?"        '   '   '  . , 

A.  "  I  am  not  very  well  acquain^^4  with  the  lower  parts  of 
«*  its  fituation ;  it  has  George  River  or*  its  left,  but  at  fomc 
«*  diftance." 

Qj_    Whether,    from  t!)e   fup^Tiority   of  metal  of  the  rebel 

**  veflels  in  the  Delawaie,   they  could  not  have  ftationed  them- 

"  felves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  have  annoyed  any  frigates,  even 

■^vith  the  afliftance  of  a  fifty-gun  fliip,  that  might  have  been' 

^ined  to  cover  the  landing  of  any  body  of  troops,  without 

•  b^     y  hurt  by  thofe  ihips  with  any  probable  eifedt  ?"       ^  .,      » 

.A.  **  I  think,  if  they  had  had  time  and  opportunity  to  have 
**  placed  them,  they  would  have  made  the  landijig  very  difficult." 

Q^  "  D.Q  you  know  how  far  it  is  from  Nevvcaftle  to  Cecil« 
««  Couft  ftouip?" 


A.]    ^.  Ate!*^  feventeen  miles.' 


Qi,  v*^tWliether,  in  the  march  from  Newcaftle  to  Cccil- 
**  Court  Houfe,  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to  ford  the 
•*  Chriftien,  or  any  other  river  whatfoever  ?" 

A.  *\1  have  no  knowledge  of  the  interior  part  of  that 
'•  country,  but  from  the  map." 

C^  *•  In  what  part  of  the  Del  -Tf^are  was  the  water  force  of 
f*  the  rebels,  on  the  30th  of  July?" 


A. 
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Part  at  Reedy-Ifland,  and  part  at  Mud-Iflan 
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Q^    **  What  part  was  at  Reedy-Ifland?" 

A.  **  The  brig  galley,  the  fchooner  c;alley,  and  fevcral  of 
the  lattccn  gallies--and  feveral  of  their      w-boats." 

Q^   "  What  part  was  at  Mud-Iflan  . : 

A.     **  All  the  remaining  part  of  the  fo^ 

Q^  **  What  is  the  diftance  from  Mud-Ifland  to  Reedy- 
lUand?" 

A,  "  Twenty-five,  or  twenty-fix  miles  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river." 

(Xi,    **  HowhighintheDo^iJwarecanafixty-fourgun  fliipgo?" 

A.  **  If  there  had  been  no  obftrudlions  in  the  river,  a  fixty- 
fourgun  fliip  might  be  carried  to  Philadelphia  at  high  water.". 

Q^  *•  Where  does  the  firft  obftrudion  begin  in  the  river?" 

A.  *•  At  Billingfport." 

Q:^  "  How  far  is  Billingrport  above  Newcaftlc?" 

A.  **  Above  twenty  miles." 

Q^  "  Whether  a  fixty-four  gun  Ihip  can  fafely  lie  a  good, 
way  above  Newcaftlc,  at  all  times  of  tide  ?" 

A.  *'  A  fixty-four  gun  fhip  can  at  all  times  lie  as  *4uKh  as 
Chefter."  M^   ■ 

Q^  "  Maft  not  the  fleet  have  anchored  every  n.^-v*,  ih:  their 
way  up  the  Delaware  ?"  ' 

A.  **  Certainly;  it  would,  not  have  been  pra<5licable  to  have 
kept  under  fail." 

Q;_  **  How  many  feamen  were  neceflary  for  manning  the 
flat  boats,  for  landing  the  army  ?" 

A.  **  I  do  not  recoiled:  how  many— but  I  knt)w,  when  the 
flat  boats  were  manned,  we  had  but  very  {qw  men  left  on 
hoard  the  fliips," 

.  .  N  Qi.    **  Whether 
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Q^    "  Whether  the  feamtn,  for  manning  the  flat  boats,  mufli 
not  be  taken  from  the  line  of  battle  fhips  ?"     ,1.5,5  ^^v 


A.     "  That  was  the  ufual  method  pradtifed,  in  order  to  make 
"  the  frigates  ufeful."     -. 


V  e*-.      A*^   .*^ 
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Q;_    "  What  number  of  boats  were  prepared  for  the  landing  ?" 

A.     **  Tothebeft  ofmy  recollediioD,  feventy-nine."  ,,^     ,. 

Qs^  "  Would  not  that  have  taken  upwards  of  8oofcam«nt» 
**  have  manned  them  properly  ?"  ..   .,       .,,    .       ,      . 

A.  "  They  were  ufually  manned  with  twelve  men,  a  cock- 
**  fv^ain,  and  officer,  each."  ^ti  -1  *  ^^ 

Q^  "  Whether  when  you  ftated,  that  the  firftobftruaionin 
"  the  Delaware  was  at  Billingfport,  you  intended  to  have  it  un- 
"  derftood,  that  no  obftrudtion  might  be  given  to  the  courfe  of 
•*  the  fleet,  or  the  landing  of  the  army,  at  any  place  of  the  fliore 

below  Billingfport  ?" 

A.     **  When  I  mentioned    the   firft    obft:ruftion    being  at 
Billingfport,  I  meant  only  as  to  the  Chevaux  de  frize,  which 
"  the  enemy  had  flopped  the  channel  with  under  water*" 

Q^  **  Did. you  mean  to  fay  that  no  army  at  land,  having  no 
"  batteries  eredted  on  the  land  below  that  Chevaux  dc  frize,. 
**  would  have  been  ati  obftrudtion  to  a  flefet  coming  up  the  Dela- 
"  ware?" 

A,  **  If  the  fleet  had  proceeded  up  the  river,  they  would 
"  have  gone  for  many  miles  through  a  channel,  where  it  was 
•*  only  a  ihort  gun  fliot,  in  many  places,  from  fide  to  fide — it  is 
**  therefore  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  enemy  would  have  loft 
"  the  opportunity  of  annoying  the  fleet,  from  every  advantageous 
'*  point." 

Q^  **  Does  this  anfwer  relate  to  the  river  above,  or  at,  and 
"  below  Newcaftle  ?"  . 

i,^t  A.     **  It  relates  principally  to  the  parts  above  Newcaftle,  bu 
"  alfo  to  fome  parts  below»"  .,,.«..«,    -  -^ 

Jir  -'.  /  Qi,  **  Whether 
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d^  "  Whether  the  fleet,  ia  going  up  the  Chefapeak  Bay, 
**  were  not  obliged  to  cafl  anchor  every  night,  even  though  thcri; 
**  was  no  obftruftion  from  the  enemy  ?"    :•:   .—  '"•■^•rv:!^^     - 

A.  '*  They  were — it  is  not  poflible  in  fo  narrow  a  navigation 
**  for  the  fleet  to  continue  under  fail  during  the  night." 

Q^  **  Whether,  in  confequence  of  thofe  difiiculties  in 
**  Chefapeak -Bay,  the  troops  were  not  landed  a  month  later, 
'*  than  they  would  have  been  at  Newcafl:le,  if  a  landing  could 
**  have  been efftded there  ?"       ,  ?  ;;;    V.     .^.(  i     ^  „*i.i^' .  .; 

A.  "  I  do  not  conceive,  that  a  fleet,  being  obliged  to  anchor 
**  in  the  night,  can  be  confidered  a  difficulty— the  army  was 
**  certainly  landed  later  by  about  three  weeks,  than  they  might 
"  have  been  by  going  up  the  Delaware,  but  it  happened  to  be 
a  very  uncommon  and  very  unufual  pafl!age.  When  the  fleet 
left  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  the  wind  was  northerly^  and 
there  was  great  realon  to  e^pedt,  that  the  fleet  would  have  got 
to  the  head  of  Chefapeak  Bay  in  lefs  than  a  week.  It  hap- 
pened otherwife,  on  account  of  the  fouth  winds  fetting  in, 
•*  which  was  attended  with  fuch  uncommon  hot  weather,  that, 
if  the  troops  had  been  on  fhore  at"  that  time,  they  muft  have 
fufl?ered  exceedingly." 

Q.     **  How  far  was  the  fleet  advanced  from  the  mouth  of  the 
k /Delaware  when  they  met  the  foutherly  winds  ?" 

'   '■-'■»     > "     '  'j  • 
A.     **  About  ten  leagues." 

Q^  "  What  number  of  foldiers  did  each  boat  take  for  land- 
ing, befides  the  feamen  to  condud  it  ?" 

A.  "  That  depends  on  the  diflance  they  have  to  go,  and  the 
opportunity  they  have  for  landing — in  fmooth  water,  and  to  go 
a  fliort  way,  they  might  carry  about  forty-five  men."  - 

Q^  "  At  how  many  turns,  could  the  feventy-nine-boats  have 
**  landed  the  whole  army  ?"    ^    ^  «.  i    ^^  : 

Ait  "  That  depends  totally  en  the  difl:ance  they  have  to  go ; 
"  it  is  a  matter  of  calculati'".?,  I  do  not  know  how  many  troops 
*'  they  had  to  land."  .:^,       ;     ,„i, 
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f  -  *-:  * 

Q^  "  What  wa}^  do  you  conceive  a  fleet,  of  men  of  war  and 
**  tranfports,  could  make  againft  a  tide  of  three  and  an  half 
**  knots,  with  an  unfavourable  wind;  but  fuch  as  would  permit 
**  them  to  lie  their  courfe,  fuppofing  moderate  weather?" 

A.  "  The  channel  in  the  Delaware  is  To  extremely  narrow 
•«  amongfV  the  Ihoals,  that  unlefs  the  wind  had  been  fair,  the 
"  progrefs  of  the  fleet  mufthave  been  very  flow  indeed." 

Q^  "  You  willanfwer  the  fame  quellion;  but  fuppofing  the 
"  wind  to  be  a-head,  or  fo  near  a-head,  that  they  would  be 
*■*  obliged  to  make  way  by  turning  or  tacking;  ftill  fuppofing 
'•  moderate  weather,  and  this  too  in  the  Delaware  ?" 

'a.     "  With  the  wind  and  tide  contrary,  the  fleet  could  make 
"  no  way  at  all,  but  muft  lie  at  anchor." 

''  Q-^  *«  Have  you  not  had  much  experience  in  the  Delaware  ?" 

^'.  A.     "  I  was  a  long  time  there."      ,.  ,:ti /?''>. l^i    ;  . .,   ,;.r^r;  r  >, 

(;^  **  Howlong  did  you  ever  know  a  fingle  fliip  detained,  from 
**  going  up  tlie  river,  in  the  months  of  July  or  Augufl:,  after  fhe 
**  got  within  the  Capes  ?"      -     '-/         .     ,     .,       ^     : 

.  .  A.     "  About  three  days,    between    the  Capes  and   Reedy- 
"  Ifliind.     I  am.  fpeaking  of  a  fingle  fliip,  and  not  of  a  fleet." 

**  Did  not  the  tranfports  furnifli  feamen  to  man  the  boats 
andmg  the  troops  r.  -* 

A.  **  When  the  tranfports  were  in  a  (late  of  fecurity,  they 
'*  frequently  did,  but  not  when  they  were  to  move ;  they  were 
**  not  then  able  from  their  complement  of  men."  .       . 

Q^  **•  How  many  days  did  the  wind  fl:and  tp  the  fouth ward, 
**  after  you  left  the  Delaware  ?"  "  ^^ ' 

"     A.     "  The  wind   was  variable:  there  were  frequent   calms 
"  which  delayed  the  fleet."  :  ^.r^^-:^n-  »^w*m; 

'  Was  the  wind  in  general,  a  north  or  fouth  wind  ?•" 
'  In  generaributherly."    "  ♦  i.vj^riX^'       ' 
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Q^    "  Was  not  that  a  fair  wind  to  carry  the  fleet  to  New- 
"  caftle?"  "  >V 

. ,  A.     "  If  they  had  been  in  the  Delaware,  it  certainly  would." 

Q^    **  In  how  many  tides  would  the  fleet  have  gone  to  New- 
"  caftle  from  the  Capes,  with  that  wind?",,; 


:ryi    -;/oj  J 


-3^ 


•  A.  "  It  is  impoflibleto  anfwer  that  queftlon — it  depends  on 
*•  circumftances — the  fleet  were  very  ill  provided  with  pilots— 
"  there  were  only  eight  or  nine  pilots  to  250  fail."  ,  ;,_    * 


t/.x' 


t  Q^  **  As  the  winds  and  tides  then  were,  all  circumftances 
**  confidered,  how  foondo  you  think  the  fleet  might  have  reachdd 

"  NewcaftleJ   ba:.ft  i>nn  .Tiiiod  fta-Ji  i'K^rk.^r.t.*]/;  i  '>     .  A 
*,,r.  A,     **  If  I  could  be  aflured.  the  fleet  would  keep  in  the  right 
"  channel,  and  no  accident  at  all  would  happen,  I  could  then 
"  be  able  to  anfwer  the  queftion--",,,,  „_. .   .,...-^    .,,..„,,.     , 

Q^    **  Was     not   your  {hip  ftationed  the  foremoft  towards 
."Brooklyn  Ferry,  the  27th  and  28th  of  Auguft,  17,76?" 

A,    "  My  fliip  was  employed  with  the  others  on- that  fervice." 

'  Q^  **  Was  not  your  fhip,  or  any  other,  fo  ftationed,  as  tO' 
**  have  the  view  of  Brooklyn  Ferry,  fo  open,  as  necefl'arily  to. 
*'  fee  the  boats  pafs  backwards  and  forwards,  between  Brooklyn;. 

"  and  New-York:?"V^{-^.,^ltp.^^:"^'**S.  -^-fn-^^^Q-;}  j:.ry;M'^* 

.A.     "  My  (hip  was  not,  nor  any  other."       n^m -hui  v-^r^j  »* - 

Q^    **  Whether,  in  pafling  up  the  Chefapeak  or  Delaware,  the; 
**  ftiips  and  tranfports  were'  not  ncccflarily  obliged  to  keep;  very 
**  much  together,  in  failing  through  narrow  channels  ?."  ' 

i^j- A.  **  The  tranfports  were  necoflarily  obliged  to  keep  clofe  to 
**  the  men  of  war,  and  alfo  clofe  to  each  other,  in  order  to  pre- 
**  vent  getting  a-ground,,  and  tlie  few  pilots  could  only  be  diftri- 
"  buted  to  the  men  of  war."    '      '  .     t     -    \  >.- ' 

Q^    **     If,  when  the  tranfports  were  in  that  confihed*fit«atibn,„ 
.  **  by  change  of  wind  (the  tide   ceafing)   they  ftiould  be  obliged. 
"  to  anchor,  would  it  not  be  neccfl/ary  they  Oiould  feparate  cou- 

•  **  fiderably^ 


It 


>  »;  ;.*rii  v.>^»t. 


ti:\ 
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■   t.-9.+     ] 
'**  fiderabiyfrotn  e!ath  dtlicr,  'to'' ;pfevetit  tlic'ir  faHing  onboard 
**  each  other"  j  -    .  -     ■ 


,i/j- 


A.     **  The  ililjjs  worild  certainly  do   fo,  as  much   as  they 

•  ,.    COUlu.  .  2v/,j,i  IcflH  rJXii   Mrt'>f,AV  sfij^.'f  vrffWf  TJ^^-f    -  T    »»    -      <^ 

Q^    **  How  long  would  it  haVte   taken  the   rebels,  to  have 
"  brought    their  wai.T  force  at  Mud-Jfland  down  to  Rcedy- 

..."  Ifland?*    j^^tivctci  Iii  Tci'jv  3^:iy/,  4-^ft   ^.ijf^,?;  .?uibn,iji..:,  v  . 
A.     **  In  one  ebb  tide."  'Oi!}^\iniii-toJ:hmilu,\tiv^>  '^??v^.>» 

Q^  "  How   long  does   the  flood  and  ebb  tide  run  in  the 
••**  Delaware?"     irJiUi.i;df":{'flirfj'i;otf  6h  r?6^vi'%off  ih*^''--^^^--'-^:!  >» 

A.     **  Ebb  runs  about  feven  hours,  and  flood  about  five." 

Qj^  ■"  Suppofing  the  ^ind,  which  was  northerly  when  the 
fleet  quitted  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  had  continued  in 
that  quarter,  how  long  would  it  have  taken  that  fleet  to  have 

**  got  up  to  N6wca(lle?"   ; ff{  ^:^^'%.-..*,-  «-- .     -~^*»^   >^ 

A.     "  The  fleet  ^-^uld  not  have  got  to  Newcaftk  in  ten  days 
^'  with  a  north  wind."  /.  ^.^.^iy^^f^,^:;:*  ''^^r-;>^^'-  *U:?:i-'= 

<^    **  How  long   eould  a  great  fliip  get  up  from  Reedy-Ifland 
<  ♦*  to  Newcaftle,  before  it  is  high  water  ?"   , 

A.  **  Suppofing  the  (hrp  to  have  been  af'-anehbr  aVRcedy- 
**  Ifland,  I  conceive,  if  the  weather  had  been  moderate,  and 
**  they  had  met  with  nb  accident,  they  might  ijave  reached 
*•  Newcafl:le  an  hour  before  high  water,"  V^  - 

Q^  **  How  many  (hips  could  have  anchored  at  Newcaftle, 
^*     where  you  have  faid  the  water  was  fo  deep  clofe  to  the  ihore  ?" 

A.  "  I  do  not  exactly  know,  but  feveral  might  have  anchored 
^*  there." 

Qj_    "  What  proportion  ofthefleetof  250  (ail  ?"  ^  1;^:^;  ./ 

■A.   ■  **  A'very  finall  part."     >v^-^-^i^■^^li"^J'»*!V'^*^»\^f^..J.i^  ■-• '/^..    .'' 

Qj^    **  Muft  not  the  reft:  have  anchored  fome  miles  both  above 

V  aod  biclow  it  ?" 

I  A*     "  Certainly 


tSHl 


f 


.    A.    "  Certainly  they  muft — I  do  not  conceive  tikt  fleet  coail'd' 
*«  have  been  anchored  in  lefs  than  four  or  five  miles  of  ground." 

Q^  "  Would  they  not  then,  as  foon  as  the  ebb  tide  nia,de, 
"  have  been  open  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  gallies,  fire  fhips, 
**  and  fire  rafts,  notvirithftanding  the  frigates  that  were  fuppoied 
«*  to  be  placed  oppofite  the  town  of  NewcafHe.?/'   ...u  •     •  ^j.. 

A.  **  They  certainly  would,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  enemy 
«  would  have  loft  the  opportunity."    ^tU,^,:^ir30u  ij4^i  '^^    .n    ' 

Q^  **  Could  any  (hip  have  been  fo  ftationed  to  open  Brooklyn 
♦*  Ferry,  fo  as  to  obferve  the  boats  pafs  and  repafs  to  and  from 
**  New- York ?"  •         <t  «   i..**,>w,  .,  ^-lirnu.  .t.'jj..vij,  *i  i..^ 


it 


A.  "  I  think  not,  without  being  expofed  to  the  batteries  of  the 
"  enemy."  ^         ,.       .  >  * 

Q^  "  Whether,  informed,,  as  you  was,,  of  the  navigation  of 
**  the  Chefapeak  Bay,  and  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  with 
**  the  water  defence  that  you  underftood  to  have  been  prepared 
**  for  that  route,  had  you  commanded  the  fleet  of  250  fail 
**  would  vou  have  preferred  going  up  the  Delaware,    to  going  up 

Chefapeak  Bay  ?" 

A*     **  Informed,  as  I  was,  of  every  circumftance  refpedting 
the  Chefapeak  Bay   and  the  Delaware,  I  was  of  opinion  then 
and  am  of  the  fame  opinion  fl:ill,  that  the  going  up  Chefapeak. 
Bay  was  a  very  wife  and  proper  meafure." 

Page  73,  74,  and  75.]:^^^,^^^;^.^^g,^^  ^„^.^;,.^^ 

Thele  pages  contain  a  cnticifm  upon- the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,, 
and  upon  my  fubfequent  conduct.  In  anfwer  td  which  I  fliall. 
refer  to  the  more  refpedtable  profeffianal  opinions,  .o£  Karl ,  JL^orn- 
wallis  and  Major-General  Grey.     iky\i^^^n^i^mi^  ^(Mijly'l  '■- 

,.i;  Evidence  of  EARii  CoEifWAiLLis,.    x^l^^j,^^^^^^,^^^^^  •^ 

Q^  **  Did  your  Liordfhip  concur  with  Sir  William  Howe  in' 
*«  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  army,    to  bring  the  enemy  to> 

''  ■  A.     "  The: 


m  I 


«  <l 


at^tion  at  Brandy  wine 


[     96.   ]         . 

)  A.  •*  The  manoeuvre  that  brought  on  the  a£tIon  of  Brantly- 
**  wine  certainly  reflects  the  highelt  honour  on  the  General.  As 
**  I  have  already  refufed  to  inform  this  Houfe  whether  I  concurred 
**  in  other  operations,  I  have .  no  right  to  take  any  merit  from 
**  concurring  in  this." 

Q.  **  Did  yourLordfhip  obfcrvc,  that  any  advantage  was  loft 
"  which  might  have  been  taken,  in  confequence  of  that  battle?" 

A.     **  I  did  not  fee  that  any  advantage  was  loft."  -j  il  ;  n;  v;  •» 

n  ^i";^:•tv  J  Evidence  of  Ma] 6R  Genei^AL  Grey.        '    J> 

Qi  "  Was  you  of  opinion,  that  the  divifion  of  the  army,  to 
**  bring  the  enemy  to  adtion  at  Brandy  wine,  was  judicious  and 
•*  expedient  ?"  ... 

.  A.  **.I  think  ,the  divifion  of  the  army  before  the  battle  of 
**  Brandy  wine  WaS  a  mafterly  movement,  deceived  the  enemy, 
*'  and  brought'on  the  a<^ion  with  almoft  a  certainty  of  fuccefs." 

Q^    **  Did  you  obferve,  that  any  advantage  was  loft,  that  might 

**  have  been  taken,  in  confequence  of  that  battle  ?"       r." -;  •  ■  -' 

A.     **  1  know  of  none.  -.. .  ...  •  ,  *■  — . 


•o- 


'•'  There  beg  leave  to infert an  extradt  of  my  letter  of  the  joth  of 
October,  1777,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stiate,  which  contains  a 
journal  of  my  operations  immediately  previous,  and  fabfequent 
to  the  battle  of  Brandyvvine.       n;*-'4l^:/'      *       •""'    -^    ;  .'f '%--*     • 

Extradiofa  letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germain,    N'^.     6vi,    dated  Head-Barters^    German-'Town 
\'mober\oth,   ijjj.       --F-^-  •>>• 

i. 

•  "*  ON  the  3d  of  September  (Major  General  Grant,  with  fix 
battalions,  remaining  at  the  head  of  Elk,  to  preferve  the 
communication  with  the  fleet)  the  two  columns  f under  Earl 
Cornwallis  and  General  "Knyphaufen)  joined  at  Pcncadder, 
four  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Elk  on  the  road  to  Chriftien- 
Bridge.  In  this  day's  march  the  Heflian  and  Anfpach  chaf- 
fcurs,  and  the  fecond  battalion  of  light  infantry,  who  were  at 
. .       A  '  "the 
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the  head  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  cohimn,  fell  in  with  a  cholln 
corps  of  looo  men  from  the  enemy's  army  advantaeeoully 
ported  in  the  woods,  which  they  defeated  with  the  lols  only 
of  two  officers  wounded, — three  men  killed,  and  nineteen 
wounded, — when  that   of  the  enemy  was   not  lefs  than  fifty 

killed,  and  many  more  wounded. 

'  ..<■  ■  „    ...I.  n..   „., ..  » 

"  On  the  6th,  Major-General  Grant,  after  Captain  Duncan, 
who  fuperintended  the  naval  department,  had  deftroyed  fucJi 
vefTels  and  ftores  as  could  not  be  removed  from  the  Head  of 
Elk,  joined  the  army.  The  whole  marched  on  the  8th  by 
Newark,  and  encamped  that  evening  on  the  Townfhip  of  Ho- 
keffen,  upon  the  road  leading  from  Newport  to  Lan  carter,  at 
which  firft  place  General  Wafliington  had  taken  port,  having 
his  left  to  Chrirtien-Creek,  and  his  front  covered  by  Red 
Clay- Creek. 

"  The  two  armies  in  this  fituation  being  only  four  miles  apart, 
**  the  enemy  moved,  early  in  the  night  of  the  8th,  by  the  Lancarter- 
"  Road,  from  Wilmington,  and  about  ten  o'clock  next  morning 
"  crorted  Brandy  wine-Creek  at  Chads-Ford,  taking  port  on  the 
"  h.';»;htson  the  eaftern  fide  of  it.       .,      ,.,  ^     '      ,    ,    ;,r      :  ., 

"On  the  9th  in  the  afternoon,  Lieut.  General  Knyphaufen 
marched  with  the  left  of  the  army  to  xsew-Gaiden  and 
Kennets-Square,  while  Lord  Cornwallis,,  with  the  right, 
moved  to  Hokeflen  meeting-Houfe,  and  both  joined  the  next 
morniner  at  Kennets-Square. 

"  On  the  nth  at  day-break,  the  army  advanced  in  two 
columns,  the  right  commanded  by  Lieut.  General  Knyphaufen 
conlifting  of  four  Hcifian  battalions  under  Major  General  Stirn^ 
the  firft  and  fecond  brigades  of  Britirti,  three  battalions  of  the 
feventy-firft.  regiment,  the  Queen's  American  Rangers,  and 
one  fquadron  of  dragoons,  under  Major  General  Grant,  having 
with  them  fix  medium  twelve-pounders,  four  howitzers,  and 
the  light  artillery  belonging  to  the  brigades  :  this  column  took 
the  diredt  road  to  Chads  Ford,  feven  miles  diftant  from 
Kennets  Square,  and  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy  about  ten 
o'clock,  Ikirmirtiing  moft  part  of  the  march  with  their  ad- 
vanced troops,  in  which  the  Queen's  American  Rangers,  com- 

,       ^  '*  manded 
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**  mandwd  by  Capt.  Wemys   of  the  fortieth  regimeot,  diftin- 
**  guifhed  thcmfelves  in  a  particular,  manner.  .  ^^    , 

•  **  Th^c  her  column  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornyrallis> 
Major  General  Grey,  Brigadier  Generals  Mathew  and  Agnew, 
coniifling  of  the  mounted  and  difmounted  chafTeurs,  two 
fquaurons  of  the  i6th  dragoons,  two  battalions  of  light 
infantry,  two  battalions  of  oritifh,  and  three  of  Heffian  gre- 
nadiers, two  battalions  of  guards,  the  third  and  foucth 
brigades,  with  four  light  twelve- pounders,  and  the  artillery 
of  the  brigades,  marched  about  twelve  miles  to  the  forks  of 
Brandywine,  crofTed  the  firft  branch  at  Trimblc's-Ford,  and 
the  fecond  at  Jeffry's-Ford,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, taking  from  thence  the  road  to  Dilworth»^  in  order  to 
turn  the  enemy's  right  at  Chads-1-ord.       -     .» *'  -^  '    -:*  - 

**  Ge.ieral  Wafhington,  having  intelligence  of  this  movement 
about  noon,  detached  General  Sullivan  to  his  right,  with  near 
10,000  men,  who  tookaftrong  pofition  on  the  commanding 
ground  above  Birmingham-Church,  with  his  left  near  to  the 
Brandywine,  both  flanks  being  covered  by  very  thick  woods, 
and  his  artillery  ad  van  tageoufly  diipofed. 

"  Asfoon  as  this  was  obferved,  v/hich  was  about  fouro'clock, 
the  King's  troops  advanced  in  thnc  columns,  and,  upon  ap- 
proaching the  enemy,  formed  tht  line,  with  the  right  towards 
Brandywine.  The  guards  were  upon  the  right,  and  the 
Britilh  grenadiers  upon  their  left,  fupported  by  the  Heflian 
grenadiers  in  a  fecond  line  :  to  the  left  of  the  centre  were  the 
two  battalions  of  light  infantry  with  the  Heflian  and  Anfpach 
chafl!eurs,  fupported  by  the  fourth  brigade.  The  third  bri- 
gade formed  the  referve.  .'.vlf-  i?.;?^   >. 

'  **  Lord  Cornwallis  having  formed  the  line,  the  light  infantry 
**  and  chafleurs  began  the  attack  ;  the  guards  and  grenadiers  in- 
"  ftantly  advanced  from  the  right,  the  whole  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  mufquetryj  b 'it  they  pu{hed  on  with  an  im- 
petuofity  not  to  be  fuftained  oy  the  enemy,  who  falling  back ' 
into  the  woods  in  their  rear,  the  King's  troops  entered  with 
them,  and  purfued  clofely  for  near  two  miles." 

•  ■  ■u  *r:f  ^<>  ■   "  After 
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•*  After  this  fuccefs,  a  part  of  the  enemy's  right  took  a  fecon.l 
."  pofuion  in  a  wood    about  half  a  mile  from    Dilworth,  fioni 
"  whence  the  fecond  light  infantry  and  chaffeiirs  foon  diflodged 
"  them,  and  from  this  time  they  did  not  rally  again  in  force. 

"  The  firft  Britifli  grenadiers,  the  Heffian  grenadiers,  and 
guards,  having  in  the  purfuit  got  entangled  in  very  thick 
woods,  were  no  farther  engaged  during  the  day^ 

"  The  fecond  light  infantry,  and  fecond  grenadiers,  and  fourth 
brigade,  moved  forward  a  mile  beyond  Dilworth,  where  they 
attacked  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  that  had  not  beeri  before  en- 
gaged, and  were  ftrongly  ported  to  cover  the  retreat  of  their 
army,  by  the  roads  from  Chads-Ford  to  Chefter  and  Wil- 
mington, which  corps  not  being  forced  until  after  it  was  dark, 
when  the  troops  had  undergone  much  fatigue  in  a  march  of 
feventeen  miles,  befides  what  they  fupported  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack,  the  enemy's  army  efcaped  a  total 
overthrow,  that  tnull  have  been  the  confequence  of  an  hour's 
more  day-light.  .... 

"  The  third  brigade  was  not  brought  into  adion,  but  kept  in 
referve,  in  the  rear  of  the  fourth  brigade,  it  not  being  known 
before  it  was  dark,  how  far  Lieutenant-General  Knyphaufen's 
attack  had  fucceeded ;  nor  was  there  an  opportunity  of  cm- 
ploying  the  cavalry. 

**  Lieutenant-General  Knyphaufen,*  as  had  been  previoufly 
concerted,  kept  the  enemy  amufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  day 
with  cannon,  and  the  appearance  of  forcing  the  ford,  without 
intending  to  pafs  it,  until  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  right 
ihould  take  place.  Accordingly,  when  it  began,  Major- 
General  Grant  crofled  the  ford  with  the  4th  and  5th  regiments; 
and  the  4th  preffing  firft,  forced  the  enemy  from  an  intrench- 
ment  and  battery,  where  three  brafs  field-pieces  and  a  5-inch 
anda  half  howitzer  were  taken,  that  had  been  placed  there  to 
command  the  ford.     ■ 
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The  enemy  made  little  ftand  on  that  fide  after  the  work 
•'  was  carried,  when  the  guards  appearing  on  their  right  flank, 
**  the  retreat  became  general ;  but  darknefs  coming  on,  before 

O  2  **  Lieutenant* 
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*'  Lieu  tenant- General    Knyphaufen's  corps     could    reach    the 
heights,  there  was  no  farther  a(ftion  on  that  fide. 

**  From  the  mod  correft  acconnts,  I  conclude  the  ftrength  of 
the  enemy's  army,  oppofed  to  Licutenant-General  Knyphaufen 
and  Lord  CornWallis,  was  not  Icfs  than  1 5,000  men,  a  part  of 
which  retired  to  Chefter,  and  reaiained  there  that  night;  but 
the  greater  body  did  rot  ftop  until  they  reached  Philadelphia. 
Their  lofs  was  confiderabk  in  officers  killed  and  wounded  j 
and  tiicy  had  about  300  men  killed,  600  wounded,  and  near 
400  made  prifoners.       i,,n  ,7nt~fry  '7it;  U)  r,  ,; 

**  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  and  the  ord- 
nance, ammunition,  and  ftores  taken  from  the  enemy,    will 

appear  in  the  enclofed  returns.  Jm.:'  ^^i.d.it  -ds  t  :<A-"   ■' 
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**  The  army  laid  this  night  on  the  field  of  battle  j  and  on  the 
I2th,  Mojor-General  Grant,  with  the  ifl:  and  2d  brigades, 
**  marched  to  Concord.  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  light  in- 
fantry and  Britifh  grenadiers,  joined  him  next  day,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Aflitown,  within  five  miles  of  Chefter.       -^•-. 
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"  On  the  fame  day  (the  13th)  the  71ft  regiment  was  detached 
to  Wilmington,  where  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  works,  botli 
to  the  land  and  to  the  river,  with  {even  pieces  of  cannon  in. 
the  latter ;  but  thefe  works  being  evacuated.  Major  Mac 
Donell  took  poffeffion  of  the  place  without  oppofltion,  and 
made  Mr.  M'Kinley,  the  new-appointed  Prefident  of  the  Lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  his  prifoner. 

**  On  the  14th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Loos,  with  ihfe  dortlblhed 
battalion  of  Rhall's  brigade,  cfcorted  the  wounded  and  fick 
to  Wilmington,  whither  the  battalion  of  Mirbach  was  feiit 
two  days  afterwards  to  join  him. 

**  The  army  moved  in  two  columns  towards  Go|lien  on  the 
i6th;  and  intelligence  being  recieved  upon  the  march,  that 
the  enemy  was  advancing  upon  the  Lancafter  road  and  were 
within  fivemilcs  of  Goflien,  it  was  inimediatiely  determined  to 
pulh  forward  the  two  columns,  artd  attack  them;  Lord- Gorn- 
Kni,^  :^  •"  :^v  "  wallis 
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wallis  to  take  his  route  by  Goflicn  meeting-houfc,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Knyphaufen  by  the  road  to  Downingtown. 

**  The  two  divifions  proceeded  on  their  march,  but  a  moft 
violent  fall  of  rain  fetting  in,  and  continuing  the  whole  day 
and  night  without  intermiffion,  made  the  inteaded  attack  im- 
pradticttble.  '         .- 

**  The  firft  light  infantry,  at  the  head  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
column,  meeting  with  a  part  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guard 
about  a  mile  beyond  Goflien,  defeated  them,  killing  twelve, 
and  wounding  more  without  the  lofs  of  a  man. 

*'  Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  chaflcurs,  in  front  of  Lieute- 
nant-General   Knyphaufen's  column,    fell    in    with    another 
party,  of  which  they  killed  an  officer  and  five  men,  and  took. 
four  officers  prifoners,  with  the  lofs  of  three  men  wounded, 

**  The  enemy,  being  thus  apprifed  of  the  approach  of  the. 
army,  marched  with  the  utmolt  precipitation  the  whole  night 
of  the  1 6th,  and  got  in  the  morning  to  the  Yellow  Springs,, 
havings  as  it  is  fince  known,  all  their  fmall  ammunition  damaged 
by  the  exceffive  rain.    -  -   • 

"  In  the  morning  of  the  17th,  Lord  Cornwallis  advanced  to^ 
the  Lancafter  Road,  and  took  poft  about  two  miles  diftant 
from  Lieutenant-General  Knyphaufen. 

"  The  army  joined  in  the  Lancafter  Road  at  the  White 
Horfe  on  the  i8th,  and  marched  to  TrudufFrin,  from  whence  a. 
detachment  of  light  infantry  was  immediately  fent  to  the  Valley 
Forge  upon  Schuylkill,  where  the  enemy  had  a  variety  of 
flores,  and  a  confiderable  magazine  of  flour.  The  ift  Battalion 
of  light  infantry,  and  the  Britifli  grenadiers,^  took  pofl  there 
next  day,  and  were  joined  on  the  20th  by  the  guards,.   .^-^^ 

**  The  enemy  croffed  the  Schuylkill  on  the  1 8th  above  French 
Greek,  and  encamped  upon  the  river,  on  each  fide  of 
Perkyomy  Creek,  having  detached  troops  to  all  the  forts  of 
Schuylkill,  with  cannon  at  Swedes  Fori,  and  the  forts  below  it.. 


it 


'*  Upon  intelligence    that   General   Wayne   was  lying  in  the 
woods,  -With  a  corps  of  1500  men,  andiour  pieces  of  cannon,, 

'  *^  about: 
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about  three  miles  diftant,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  army.  Major  General  Grey  was  detached  on  the  20th  lat6 
at  night,  with  the  2d  Light  Infantry,  the  42d  and  44th  regi- 
ments, to  furprife  this  corps.  The  moft  effedual  precautions 
being  taken  by  the  General  to  prevent  his  detachment  from 
firing,  he  gained  the  enemy's  left  about  one  o'clock  j  and 
having,  by  the  bayonet  only,  forced  their  out  fentries,  and 
Pickets,  he  rufhed  in  upon  the  encampment,  directed  by 
the  light  of  the  fires,  killed  and  wounded  not  Icfs  than  300 
on  the  fpot,  taking  between  70  and  80  prifoners,  the  greater 
part  of  their  arms,  and  eight  waggons  loaded  with  baggage 
and  ftores.  Upon  the  firft  alarm  the  cannpn  were  carried 
ofi^,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  only,  fav6d  the  reft  of  the 
corps.  One  captain  of  light  infantry,  and  three  men,  were 
killed  in  the  attack,  and  four  men  wounded.  Gallantry  in 
the  troops,  and  good  condudl  in  the  General,  were  fully 
manifeft  upon  this  critical  fervice 

**  On  the  2 1  ft,  the  army  moved  by  Valley  Forge,  and  encamp-- 
ed  upon  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  extending  from  Fat- 
Land  Ford  to  French  Creek,  The  enemy  upon  this  move- 
ment quitted  their  pofition,  and  marched  towards  Pots- 
Grove  in  the  evening  of  this  day,  "^,,       c  » X.  f  ^-t;  > 

**  On  the  22d,  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  guards' 
croffed  over  to  take  poftj  and  the  chafTeurs  croStn^^oen 
after  at  Gordon's  Ford,  oppofite  to  the  left  of  the  line,  took 
poft  there  alfo.  The  army  was  put  in  motion  at  midnight, 
the  van-guard  being  led  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  whole 
croffed  the  river  at  Fat-LanJ  Ford  without  oppofition. 
Major  General  Grant,  who  commanded  tlie  rear  guard  with 
the  baggage,  paffed  the  river  before  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon }  and  the  army  encamped  on  tlie  23d  with  its  left  to  the 
Schuylkill,  and  the  right  upon  tlie  Monatony  road,  having 
Stony  Run  in  front.  The  two  battalions  of  light  infantry 
were  detached  to  Swedes  Ford,  which  a  fmall  party  of  the 
enemy  immediately  quitted,  leaving  fix  pieces  of  iron  cannon 
behind  them.         "   . 

"  On  the  25th,  the  army  marched  in  two  columns  to  German 
.  ;  "  Town. 


<( 


« 


[    103    1 

»*  Town,    and  Lord  Cornwallis,  with   the  Briti/h  grenadiers, 
and  two  battalions  of  Heflian   grenadiersr,  took  pofTeiTion  o 
Philadelphia  the  next  morning."       : :.  '  ^     »  ?  -^   . 

Page  76]     "  A  fall  of  rain  prevented  the  intended  attack" 

This  afTertion  is  meant  by  the  author  as  a  farcafm.  Major- 
General  Grey's  evidence  proves,  that  this  attack  "  was  prevented 
**  by  the  weather,  which  rendered  it />«^o^(^/(?  j"  that  is,  it  pre- 
sented  the  troops   and  artillery  from  getting   forward.       The 

latter  did  not  come  to  their  ground   until  it  was  dark. But  as 

the  author  thinks  it  ridiculous  that  a  fall  of  rain  fhould  prevent 
the  operations  of  an  army^  I  will  fubjoin  the  evidence  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  who  was  examined  to  that  very  point. — 

Qj_  **  Was  there  not  a  time,  at  the  White  Plains,  when  our 
army  lay  on  their  arms,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy,  but 
were  prevented  by  rain  ?" 


« 


(< 


A.     **  After  the  enemy  fell  back  to  the  heights  near  North 
Caftle,  they  left  an  advanced  corps  on  the  heights  of  the  White 
**  Plains.    There  were  orders  given  for  an  attack  of  that  corps, 
which  was  prevented  by  a  violent  rain.    We  did  not  lay  upon. 
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From  the  fituation  of  the  rebel  army  and  of  our's,  was  • 
**  that  ftorm  of  rain  in  their  or  our  faces  ?" 

'A.  "I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  attack  was  prevented  by 
**  the  ftorm  of  rain  in  either  of  our  faces.  There  are  other  ef- 
**  fe<ftsof  a  ftorm  of  rain  j  fuch  as  fpoilirtg  the  roads,  and  pre- 
venting the  drawing  artillery  up  fteep  hills."  '-.'ht- ■ 

Page  78.]  **  Capt.  Montrefort  the  chief  engine ery  hadt  before 
the  rebellion^  furveyed  Mud  IJlandy  and  taken  the  bearings  and 
dijiances  of  the  Jhores  on  each  fde  the  river.  Hefaw  the  ab- 
folute  necejjity  of  repairing  thoje  dykesy  andjlopping  out  the  wa- 
ters y  before  any  ejfeSlual  progrcfs  could  be  made  in  ere5i.ing  the . 
batteries.  A  gentleman  of  conjiderable  mjiuence  in  the  city,  who  ■ 
was  of'  the  fame  opinion  y  o^ered  to  have  thefe  repairs  effected  in 
a  few  days.  'This  was  all  pointed  out  to  the  Commander  in  Chify 
butt  from  what  motive  is  unknown  to  this  day,  they  were  not  per- 
■^m-^    -v.  ,.  :   -i  ^..  .i.:i*  fA>a^.-',>  ^:  ,     ,,  -•     ,,,  *•  mittcd 
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mitted  to  be  m^de.  *the  workmen^  obliged  to  work  in  water  and 
Joft  mudy  laboured  in  vain.  The  work  they  performed  in  the 
rejiux  of  the  tide,  the  influx  wajhed  away.  Thus  a  month  was 
**  Jhamefully  wafled,  and  no  frogrefs  made  towards  taking  the  fort. 
**  At  lengthy  Lord  Cornwallis  fent  for  the  gentleman  who  had  of- 
**  fered  to  repair  the  dykes,  informed  him  that  it  mujl  be  done  pre~ 
*'  vioujly  to  the  ere^ing  of  the  batteries,  and  requejied  he  would  un- 
**  dertake  it.  This  he  did  with  chearfulnefs ;  and  although  the 
*'  breaches  were  as  large  again  as  when  he  frfi  propofed  the  repairs 
*'  the  work  was  ffiifljcd  injix  days — The  batteries  were  imrnediately 
**  eredied  without  difficulty,  and  opened  on  the  10th."   -j   viu;;..  .f  ^ 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  orders  were  given  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  upon  the  King's  troops  entering  Philadelphia,  to  con- 
llrudt  redoubts,  and  to  form  the  neceflary  lines  of  communica- 
tion, for  the  better  fecurity  of  that  city  j  that  on  this  work  he 
was  diredled  to  employ  the  inhabitants,  to  be  furniftied,  at  my 
paiticuLir  requell:,  by  Mr.  Galloway,  for  the  relief  of  the  fol- 
diery  j  and  that  this  afliftance  fell  far  fhort  of  that  gentleman's 
ailurances.    "      ■  ..  ■  '    ■  '  •        .'  .-':  Vi--'    i.,..,    >\ 

The  neceflity  of  repairing  the  dykes  on  Province  and  Blackeley's 
iflands,  before  an  eifedtual  progrcfs  could  be  made  in  eredting 
batteries  again  ft  Mud  Ifland,  was  an  objedt  of  ftill  more  confe- 
quence  and  any  offers  to  effect  it,  inftead  of  being  rejed:ed 
would  have  been  gladly  accepted.  I  am  confident  that  none' were 
made  tome,  and  have  the  moft  explicit  authority  for  faying,  that 
fuch  offers  having  been  made  never  arrived  to  the  knowledge  of 
thofe  immediately  intrufted  with  the  execution  of  the  work.  The 
condu6tof-it  was  under  thedired:ion  of  Earl  Cornwallis,  until  I 
moved  to  Philadelphia  with  the  main  army  on  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber j  and  thofe,  who  have  a  juft  opinion  of  his  lordfhips's  zeal  to 
promote  his  Majefty's  fervice  by  every  poffible  means,  will  hardly 
fuppofe  him  to  have  been  inattentive  in  this  effential  point. 

Eleven  dyke-men  were,  I  find,  fent  to  the  engineer  on  the 
22d  of  October,  and,  I  am  very  ready  to  grant,  were  of  confj- 
derable  fervice  for  the  few  days  they  affifted.  But  it  cannot  be 
conceived  that  thefe  men  effedled  in  fx  days,  by  their  own  labor, 
the  ftopping  of  breaches  that  had  cncreafed  to  be  as  large  again 
J.  under 


■i  under  the  ei^brts  made  to  Aop  them  by  all  the  carpenters  in  the 
«  engineer's  department,  aflifted  by   thofe  in  the  bridge-mafler's 

and  the  military  working  parties  for  the  day :  neverthelefs,  the 
i  author  roundly  aiferts,  that  in  cbnfcquence  of  their  afliftance,  tJbe 
t  batteries  were  immediately  ereSfed  wit/bout  difficulty t  and  opened  on 

the  loth  of  November. 

The  fadt  is,  that  the  military  carpenters,  and  working  parties 
before-mentioned,  labored  moft  incefTantly,  from  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, under  a  continued  fire  from  Mud  Iflandand  batteries  afloat, 
to  repair  the  dykes  J  that  not withflan ding  the  great  interruptions 
from  heavy  rains,  and  high  frefhes  in  the  Delaware,  19,800  yards 
of  banking,  eyclufive  of  roads  and  bridges,  were  repaired,  io  as 
to  open  four  batteries  on  the  15th  of  Odober:  but  thefe  not 
proving  efiTedual,  for  want  of  heavier  cannon,  there  was  a  necef- 
fity  of  procuring  them  from  the  King's  fhips. 

The  interval  from  the  time  the  firft  batteries  opened,  on  the 
15th  of  0<a:ober,  to  the  arrival  of  the  battering  guns  from  the 
Eagle  and  Somerfet,  was  not  Jhamefulfy  ivqfled,  but  indefatigably 
employed  in  continuing  the  extenfive  lines  (two  miles  and  a  half) 
— tranfporting  materials  for  throwing  two  bridges  acrofs  the 
Schuylkill,  and  in  the  conflruftion  of  two  T6tes  des  ponts. 

'  Page  80.]     Poffeffedqf  thefe  ideas.  Colonel  Stirling  dejired  to  take 
fojfejjion  of  Red-Bank ;  but  it  was  not  granted  bim. 

This  is  entirely  a  mifreprefentation.  The  affair  of  Red-Bank 
is  difcuffed  in  my  Narrative ;  and  the  evidences  of  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  and  Major-General  Grey  form  a  compleat  anfwer  to  every 
thing  that  can  be  faid  upon  the  fubjed. 

Page  85.]  Men  who  were  f  erf e6lly  acquainted  with  the  ground 
of  Wajhington* s  camp  (at  White-Marjh)  the  eafy  approach  to  it  in 
its  rear,  the  variety  of  good  roads  leading  to  it,  either  on  the  right 
or  left,  and  the  great  advantages  which  the  Britijh  troops  would 
have  commanded  by  a  movement  round  the  camp,  were  ajionijhed  at 
bis  return,  without  effeSling  any  good  purpofe,  ejpecially  as  it  was 
well  known,  that  Wajhingtons  troops  were  in  the  greateft  panic  and 
confujion,  and  prepared  night  and  day  for  Jiight,  during  t  hi  time  the 
Britijb  army  lay  in  the  neighbourhood. 


f     I0«      J 

I  had  the  heft  intelligence  that  the  enemy's  poft  was  not 
afTailable  in  the  rear ;  and  the  truth  of  that  intelligence  was  cor^ 
roborated  by  feveral  of  our  own  officers,  who  went  over  the 
ground  in  the  fpring  following.  The  intention  of  my  march 
was  to  attack  Waihington,  had  I  found  il  advi£sable  when  I 
came  to  the  fpot*  and  not  to<  remain  in  the  field  in  that  incle- 
ment feafon. — Merely  to  move  him  from  that  poft  was  no> 
objeft.  * 

What  does  Majpr- General  Grey  fay  in  his  evidence  upon  thit 
iubjedt?  1 

Q;_  "  Do  you  think  an  attack  on  die  enemy's  army  at  Whitc- 
**  Marfh  would  have  been  advifeable  ?" 

A.  '*  I  think  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  fo  very  ftronely  fituated 
**  as  they  were  at  Whke-Mar(h,  wotdd  have  bcca  highly  im* 
<'  prudent." 

Pages  fi6,  87,  88,  and  89,  contain  a  defcriptionofWaJhingtorts^ 
Jiiuation  at  Valiey-Porge  in  the  winter  of  1777*  and  fpring  of 
1 77% — and  an  accufation  againft  tnefor  not  having  attacked  him  in. 
that  fituation. 

The  author's  .plan  of  befieging  the  enemy  at  "V^alley-Forge  i». 
an  the  higheft  degree  abfurd..  Had  I  made  a  divifion  of  the 
troops  in  the  manner  he  propofes,  I  fhould  have  expofed  them  to 
be  beaten  in  detaiL  I  have  in  my  Narrative  given  a  reafon  why 
I  ought  not  to  have  rifked  an  attack  with  ia  fmall  a  profped  of 
fuccefs.  Major- General  Grey's  evidence,  however,  may  perhaps 
jbe  deemed  more  decifive. 


I; 
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Q£_  "  Do  you  think  it  would  have  beea  advifeable  to  have 
attacked  the  enemy  at  Valley-Forge  in  the  winter,  when  the 
army  lay  at  Philadelphia  ?" 

A%     ««  As  affairs  were  then  fituated  in  America,  I  think  an 
attack  on  the  enemy  at  Valley-Forge,  fo  flrongly  pofted  as 
they  were,  both  by  nature  and  art,  would  have  been  very  un- 
juflifiablc." 


X  ■ 


)' 


[    107    I 

Q^    "Do  you  recollc<a  any  inftancc  of  Sir  William  Howe'» 
omitting  any  opportunity  of  attacking  the  enemy,  when  it 
could  have  been  done  with  a  reafonable  prolpeft  of  advantage, 
^'  confidering  all  refpe<^ive  Situations  and  circumilance^  at  the 
time  ?" 

A  ^*  AH  circumftances  confidercd,  the  choice  of  difficulties 
in  carrying  on  a  war  in  the  Arongeft  country  in  the  world, 
witH  almoA  an  unanimous  people  to  defend  it,  and  the  number 
of  troops  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  to  overcome  thofe 
difficulties,  I  know  of  no  inftance  wherein  Sir  William  Howe 
ever  omitted  attacking  the  enemy,  or  of  his  not  doing  every 
thing  that  was  poffible  to  be  done,  to  promote  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  the  honour  of  the  Britiih  arms." 
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Page  90.]  He  omitted  to  Jiipport  General  Bur^oyne,  or  even  to 
wake  a  diverjion  on  the  coaji  of  Majfachtifett' s~Bay  in  his  favour^ 
though  he  knewfuch  was  his  Majejiys  pleafure, 

f()  For  an  anfwer  to  this,  fee  my  Narrative  (pages  12  and  ly). 

Page  90.]  And  be  took  care  not  to  fuffer  Sir  Henry  Clinton  t§ 
perform  thofe  important  fervicest  by  not  leaving  him  fumcient  force* 
though  the  rebel  army,  at  that  time,  confjled  of  lefs  than  one  third 
of  his  own  effeSlivi  force. — Britijh  force  17,000  veteran  troops,-—^ 
Rebel  force  8,000  new  raifed,  undifciplinedmen, 

,--&■ '' 
<■-  - 

In  my  Narrative  (page  23)  I  have  ftatcd,  that  I  left  at  New* 
York  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  **  about  8,500 
^*  men,  excluiive  of  fick  and  convalefcents,  and  exclufive  of  a 
**  fmall  body  of  militia  upon  Long-Ifland."  In  a  return-  now 
before  me,  dated  at  New-York,  ift  of  Odtober,  1777,  I  find  he 
had  at  that  time  under  his  immediate  command,  exclufive  of  the 
corps  of  artillery  and  light  horfe — 

Infantry,  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty  -        8*340 
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My  inilru<5ltons  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  (page  22)  prove  that  I 
did  not  lofe  fight  of  ofFenfive  operations  up  Hudfon's  river  in  the 
event  of  Wafhington's  following  me  into  rennlylvania. 

■'  The  proprictv  of  the  expedition  to  Pennfylvania,  (although 
approved  of  by  his  Majefty*s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  American 
department)  was  a  long  time  the  principal  point  of  difcaflion  in 
Parliament,  and  in  the  public  prints,  I  therefore  ftated  the 
fubjciSt  fully  and  fairly  in  my  Narrative :  And  for  a  farthdP  eluci- 
dation, I  refer  the  reader  to  the  evidence  fince  given  by  Major- 
General  Grey  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refpedting  that  expe^ 
dition. 

Page  92.]  He  fupinely  Juffered.  bimfeif  to  be  furprifed  at 
German-Town.  '• 

I  have  given  a  candid  account  of  the  circumflances  relative  to 
the  attack  made  upon  the  King's  troops  at  German-Town,  in 
my  Narrative  (page  27),  the  accuracy  of  which  I  (hall  fupport  by 
an  extradt  from  Sir  George  Ofborne's  evidence  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Q^  "  Do  you  recolleft  any  orders  you  received  the  day  before 
**  the  adion  at  German-Town  r'  .,  ,\^:.:.V'^ 

Al'  '•*  On  that  day  I  was  to  the  right  of  the  infantry;  with 
the  grenadiers  of  his  Majefty's  guards.  Sir  William  Howe 
came  to  the  quarters  I  was  in,  with  his  Aids-de-camp,  a 
little  before  funfet,  and  gave  me  orders  to  move  on  in  front, 
with  the  grenadiers,  and  light-infantry  of  the  guards,  to 
Major  Simcoe's  poll:,  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the  line  of 
infantry;  acquainting  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  might 
exped  the  enemy  at  day-break  next  morning.  I  can  therefore 
add,  that  the  firing  of  the  enemy,  on  the  morning  of  the  at- 
tack of  German-Town,  began  cxadtly,  or  near  the  time,  that 
Sir  Willianv  Howe  acquainted  me  the  night  before  it 
would  do."     • 

Q^  **  From  the  evidence  you  have  given,  Jo  you  apprehend,, 
that  Sir  William  Howe  had  certain  intelligence, -on  the  even- 
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**  ing  preceding  the  attack  at  German-Town,  that  the  enemy 
**  would  march  towards  him?" 

A.  "I  believe  I  have  been  pretty  accurate  in  my  anfwer  to 
"  the  firft  queftion,  in  which  I  faid,  that  Sir  William  Howe 
**  came  to  the  houfe  in  which  I  was  ported,  and  informed  me, 
**  that  the  enemy  would  begin  the  attack  in  the  morning  exactly 
*  *  at  the  hour  at  which  they  did."  ,  ^      . 

Q^**  Notwithftanding  the  declaration  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  .army>  do  you  conceive,,  that  our  army  was 
furprifed  at  German-Town,  or  otherwife?"  • 


<( 


<( 


A.  "  What  I  fpeak  in  evidence  can  be  merely  in  my  own 
**  fituation,  and  I  hope,,  it  is  not  arrogance  if  I  fay,  that  after 
**  the  information  I  received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I 

was  not  in  any  danger  of  being  furprifed,"- 

Q^   "  Do  you  conceive  that  any  other  part  of  the  army  was 
furprifed  ?" 


<( 


C( 


A.  "  I  cannot  anfwer  to  that  from  my  own  knowledge,  and 
therefore,  from  the  iituation  in  which  I  am,  I  beg  to  decline 

that  Queftion."      .       .     .  ,j   ,- .^jj     ^ 

Q^  **  Was  it  the  general  opinion  of  the  officers  with  whom- 
you  converfed,  after  the  adion,  that  fome  other  pact  of  the: 
army  was  furprifed,  or  not?". 

A.  **  That  queftion  being  exactly  the  fame  as  the  laft,  only 
•*  in  other  words,  I  can  merely  add,  that  the  officers,  with 
whom  I  converfed,  while  I  had  the  honour  of  ferying  under 
Sir  William  Howe,;  were  always  well  fatisfied  with  the  care 
.**  he  had  of  his  army." 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  whole  Pamphlet,  except  the- 
Appendix,  which  requires  no  particular  obfervation,  as  it  con- 
tains merely  a  falfe  comparifon  of  the  Britifh  and  rebel  forces. 

Several  other  anonymous  writers  have  made  free  with  my  repu- 
tation :  but  of  their  Produdtions  I  take  no  notice,  becaufe  their 
affertions,  their  reafoning,  and  their   fcurriiity,  appear  to  have 
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t).$e9  all  ,co|leAe4  aad  mcthfldUcd,  is  the  Z^^rv  iv  «  jybi^jfmuw. 
My  remarks  upon  that  produdtion«  have  heeo  confined  princi- 
pally to  fa<^s :  the  falfe  reafpning  I  have  (vt^^timcs  cnd^avovired 
to  4eted: ;  the  fcurrility,  I  have  alw^s  paffe^  pvcr  in  ii.lenoe. 
Contempt  is  the  only  fpecies  of  refentment  jtvhich  the  v^iul 
inftruments  of  calumny  defcrvc ;  though  fqniet]i>in^  fj^thcr  ^9|r 
be  due  to  their  more  infamous  employera. 
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